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fin 

J- HAT there arc witches, divines cannot doubt, Bnce 
the, word of God hath ordained that no witch fhaJlTiTe; 
nor lawyers in Scotland, feeing our -law ordaiiis it to be 
punifhed with death. And though many lawyei;s i« 
Jbiolland, and elfew|iere, do think, .that albeit theiie were 
witches under the law, yet there ar;^ none under the 
gofpel; the devil's power having ceafed, as to thefe^ as 
well as in his giving refponfes 'by of acles. 

I. Wicrus, that great patron of witchcraft, endeavoun 
to maintain his opinion by thefe arguments, i. Th^t 
fuch as are accufcd of witchcraft, are ordinarily iilly 
old ^women, whofe age apd fcx difpofeth them t^ 
iri'clancholy, and whofe melancholy difpofeth them to a 
madnefs, which fhould render their conftffions vcryfufpe£t- 
cd, and in this crime there are fcldom other proofs, whereas 
the things confcfled are lb horrid, that it cannot be 
imagined any rcafonable creature would commit them. 
3. God can only work the miracle afcribed to witches, 
lie who is the author of nature bein^g only able to alter or 
'divert its courfe : And the devil doth**but delude the 
iancy of poor creatures, as fevers and melancholy mifre- 
prefent objedts. Nor are fuch as are cheated in the one 
inore guilty than they w'ho are fick of the other. And 
it is fercre to burn men a'nd women for doing that which 
IS concluded impoirible to be done by them. 3. It is 
unjuft to panifli them for doing ill by charms, except it 
ATould be nrft proved that thefe charms produted the 
^ffefts that are punlf^^abre-; aiid lawyers Ihould argue thus, 
thofc who kill or buit nien" or beafts by unlawful means, 
,2ire puniftiable by death. '*But fd Jt is, that witches and 
charmers kill men and be*ft8 by unlawful meansj'and 
therefore ought to "be punifhed . hf death, of which 
•fyllogifm Wierus denies 'the miqor; for it can never be 
*provj^ that verfes, croffes, or laying fle(h in the threfhbld, 
•Ac. can deflroy men ot' bcafts, thefe being caufes very 
Mifproportionable to fuch effefls, there beui^ no conta6t 
J>etwiM the ag'cnt and patieflt in thefe cafes* 4. Thefe 



who execute the will of God jire not p\iii!fliahte» fcV 
that 18 their duty, and fo cannot he their crime. But ((i 
it is, that whaterer the devil ot witches do, is decreed hy^ 
God either fot tria! or punifhffiint' exprefsly, iad' with- 
out ht« permifEon nothing can he done. And if the 
devil were not asking here by obedience, or wcr^ &t5 
Hhcrty, he would not leave smyoti^maiS undeftroycdj-ot' 
any of God's works undefaced. ' 

But that there arc witches, and that they are jiiin{fh« 
able capiti^ly, not only wh«n they poifon or murder, but 
even for enchanting and deludiitg the world, i^ clear by 
an exprefs text, Exod xxii. rcrfe i^. " Thou (halt not 
fuffer a witch to live." And it is obfervable, that th^ 
feme wor4 which exjpreflbs a witch hiere, h that which 
is ufed in Exod. vii. to exprefs thofe-- magicians Wh6* 
deluded only the people by transformii^ a rod into a^ 
ferpent, as Mofes had done, though tio pttfon wad prie<^ 
judged by their cheat and iUufion. Likeas, Lev. xXix. 
and 27. it is ordained' thai *^a man or a 'woman that* 
hath a familiar fjpirit, or that is a wizard, (hall furrely be* 
put to death; they (hall ftone them with .fiones; theii* 
blood (hall be upon them.'* Which laws v/cre in fuch* 
obfervation among(i the Jews, that the witch of Endor,^ 
r Sara, xxcviii. was afraid to ufe her forcery before the'king, 
becaufe the king had cut off thcfe who had familiap- 
fpirits and wizards out of the land. And fo great in« 
dignation did the eternal God bear t6 this fin, that h^ 
did deftroy the ten tVibes of Ifrael becaufe they wertf 
addided to it. ' « '» 

* Not were the Jew^only encmtearto this vice, but cverf 
the Heathens, following the dictates of nature, punifhed 
witches as enemies to the author of it ; for the Perfian* 
da/hed their heads againfl ftones, as Minfing obfefves^ 
ad. Item lex Cornelia inft. de pub. and Tacitus, lib. ii.* 
Annal. teHs'us that PubliusMarciusand Pituanlis, werev 
executed for this ciime ; for whicb likewife Wllerius 
Maximus, lib vi.rcaprf ill. tells us that Pub'licia and Lu- 
«inia were with threcfcorc and ten other Romans hanged^ 
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S^t fifi£e «t la expreCsIy coQdemned m fcriptuce, md 
nmny general counctlt, fuch as Aureb'an, Toktan, and 
i\naciritan, it (bould not be lawful for U8 to debate what 
the law hath exprefsly condemned^ by th« fame rcafoa^ 
^ths^t we Should deny witcbes* we mufl deny the tfUth oS 
all hiftory, ecclefiafllc and fecular. It it fure that the 
devjl having the power and will to prejudge mea, cannot 
but be ready to execute all that is in witchcraft : And it 
i» aft credible that Grod would fufFer men to be convinced 
by thefe meana, that there ave fpirits, and that by thefa 
meaas lie would give eoatinued proofs of bia power 
id reprefllng the devilt and of the nece&y that fill]p 
'Xien.bave of depending upon his infinite power. 

To the {brmer arguments it may be anfweredi that aa 
to the firft, aU. fms and vices are the efFe& of delufioa 9 
mor are witches more deluded by mekncholy, than mur« 
>^erers are by rage and revenge. And though it hatb 
•never bcetf feen, that perftMU naturally mad, have been 
cither guilty of^ or puni/hed for this crime, the devil 
^efigning in thi$ crime to gain only fuch as can dam» 
'cUiemfelv<8 by giving a free confent. Yet if madnefa 
<ould be provedj or did appear ; it would certainly defend 
jhoth agaii^ the guilt and puniihment : And therefcM^ 
fuch a feries of clear circumftances fhould concur before 
ai perfon be found guilty of this crimei as fhould fecure 
ahe pannely and fatisfy the judge fuUy in the qaacrie» 
3ut iince daily experience convinces the world that there 
yBQAf be fuch a crime, and that the law exads either 
confeffion, or clear proofs, who can condemn the law aa 
aiigorous' in this ca'lie, fince^ withdut believing thefe, there 
could be no juftice adihiniilered, and whilft judges fhuit* 
ned to punifh it in fome cafes, they behoved to fulFer it 
from the fame arguments to go unpunished in all 
cafei. 

To the fecond, it is anfwered, that though neither the 
devil nor witches can work miracles, yet the offering tat 
cheat the world by a commerce with the devil, and the 
very believing that the devil is able to do fuch things for 
them; fhould be a fufficieat crime j but much m^re when 



tliey believe all tliofe things tote done by tbcmfeli 
they giving (heiVown cxprefs confent to the crime, i 
by concurring by all that in them is to the comnaifiio : 
it. Likeas, it is undeniable, that thfe devil knowing 
the fccrets of nature, may, by applying aAives to pafll 
that are unknown to us, produce rdill cfFe(5ls which fc( 
impoffible. ...... 

To the third, though charms be not. able to pradu 
the effe<fts that are purilfhable in witches, yet fince th 
cfFedls cannot be produced without the devil, and tl 
he will not employ hirafelf j^t the' defire of any who ha 
not refigned themfelves wholly to him, it is very.j 
that the ufei-s of thefe fhould be punlfhcd, being guilty 
leaft of apoflacy and herefy; - .. . 

• The fourth argument is but a mere and fiUy fophif 
for though* God in his providence permits &t leaft all thii 
that are done, to' be done, yet fuch as contemn either i 
commands of him or his vicegerents, ought to .be j 
nifhed. 

I cannot but acknowledge that there are fome fecr 
fn nature which would have been looked upon in the £ 
authors as the efFeds of magic: And I believe' that 
the duller nations a philofopher drawihg Tron with a lo 
done might have run a great rifk of being burned ; t 
ft is hard to give a judgment of Naudeus* learned bo 
in favours of the Perfian magicians, the AiTyrian chal 
ans, the Indian gymnofophiils, and the druids of i 
Gauls ; for it cannot be denied but that many true r 
thematicians and phyficians have paifed for magicians 
the duller ages of the world; but as to this, ther^ is n 
no feari) fince learning hath fo flif&ciently illuminated l 
world^fo as to diftinguifh betwixt thefe two. But I ; 
ftiU jealous of thofe fages who were freqlicnted by fai 
Irar fpirits, though they were othcrwife very excelh 
men, fuch as Porphir, Jamblicus, Plotin, and others, w 
pretended by the purity of their lives to be fo fpiritu 
as to deferve the friendihip of fpirits : for befides that t 

primitive fathers a^d doctors of the churck have U^iH 
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to 
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agaiaft fuch as mere migiciam. It is not intelligible 
Kow thofe fpirits that frequented them could be good, 
fiace they were tempted to f«ll from the true religion to 
ipaganifm, and did offer fuch facrifices as the true God 
did never allow ; and if fuch impofturea were allowed » ft 
were cafy for any to defend thcm(elTe«, being truly 
witches. 

, II. Albeit witchcraft be the greateft of crimes, tmce 
it includes in it the grofleft of herefies, and blafpfaemiet^ 
and treafonft againft God, In preferring to the Almighty 
his rebel and enemy, and in thinking the devil worthier 
of being ferved and reverenced, and is accompanied with 
iQurder, poi{bning, beftiality, and other horrid crimes r 
. Yet I cohd'ude only from this« that when witches are 
found gwlty^ they (hould benK>It fevercly punifhed, not 
i^ith fcourging and baniihment, as the cuftom of Savoy 
was related to be by Gothofred« hoc tit. but by the moil; 
ignominious of deaths. Yet from the horridnefs of thia 
crime,! do conclude, that of all crimes it requires th<r 
•deareft relevancy, and mod convincing probation. And 
I condemn^ next to the witches themfelves, thofe cruel and 
too forward judges, who burn perfons by thoufands as 
guilty of this crkncj to whom I ihall recommend thefe 
confiderations. 

f . That it is not prefumable that any who hear of the 
kindoefs of God to men, and of the devil's malice agihift 
them,of the rewards of heaven, ami torments of hell, would 
deliberately enter into tht fervice of that wicked fpirit^ 
whom they know to have no riches to beftow, nor power 
to help^ escept it be allowed by permiffion that he 
may tempt men : and that he being a liar from the be« 
ginning, his premifes deferve no belief, efpecUIly lince. 
in no man's experience he hath, ever advantaged any per« 
fon: whereas on the contrary, his iervice hath brought 
all who entered in it to the ftake. 

' 2. Thofe poor perfons who arc oi^dioarily accufed of 
this crime, are poor ignorant creatures, and oft-times wo« 
svea ^ho uadei^aad not (he Aitture 9i what the^ arc 919^ 



II 

cufed of I and many miftake their own fears and appre* 
jienfions for witchcraft ; of which I (hall give you two 
in (lances, one of a poor weaver^ who, after he had con- 
fefTed witchcraft, being aiked how he faw the deril, he 
anfweredy ** like flies dancing about the candle.^' Ano« 
ther of a woman, who afked feriouflf, when fhe was 
accufedy if a woman might be a witch and not know it ? 
>^iid it it dangerous thatthefe, who are of all others the 
jDoft fimple, (hould be tried for a crime, which of all 
others is mod myfterious. 

3* Thefe poor creatures, when they are deCiamed, become 
fo confounded with fear,^and the clofe prifon in which 
they are kept* and fo ftarr^d for want of meat and deep, 
(either of which wants is enough to diforder the ftrongeft 
reafon) that hardly wifer and more ferious people than 
they would efcape diftra^lion : and when men are con« 
founded with fear and apprehenidoa, they will imagine 
things very ridiculous andabfurd; and as no man would 
efcape a profound melancholjr upon fuch an occadon, and 
amidil fuch u&ges; therefore I remit to phyficians and 
others to confider what may be the effeds of melancholy, 
which hath oft made men, who appeared otherwife folid 
ettough, imagine they were horfes, or had loll their 
nofes, &c. And fince it may make men err in things 
which are obvious to their fenfes, what niay be 
C2 peeked as to things which tranfcend the wifeft mena 
reafon. 

4. Mofl of thefe poor creatures are tortured by their 
Is^eepers, who being perfuaded they do God good ferficCf 
think it their duty to vex and toroient poor prifoners .: 
and I know ezcertif&ma fcieatia.*, that moft of all that 
ever were taken, were tormented after this manner, and 
this ufage was the ground of all their confeflion ; and 
silbeit the poor mifcreants cannot prove this ufage, the 
a£lors being the only witneffes, yet the judge (hould be 
afraid of it, as that which at firft did eUcit the coofelfion^ 
|iod for fear pf which they dare not retra£i it« ^ 
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5 T went wTien 1 was. a jullice-Jeputc to exanrlne fomr 
women who had confctfed judicially, and one of them, 
nho was a (iPy creature, told me under fecrecy, that flv: 
h<id not cpufefT d hecaufc: (he was guilty,, but beinfg a p^or 
creature, who wrought for her meat, and being defaiied 
for a wtch, fhe knew fhe would (larve, for no perfon 
thereafYtr would" either give her meat or lodging, and 
that all men would heat her, and hound dogs at her, and 
that therefore fhe delired to be out of the world ; where- 
upon fhe wept mofl bitterly and upon her knees called 
God to witnefs what fhe faid. Another told me that fhe 
was afraid the <.^evjl would charenge a right to her, after 
fhe was fald to be his fervant> and would baa at her, as 
the minifter faTd when he was defirlng her to confcfs ; and* 
therefore (he dtfired to die. And really minifters arc oft- 
times indifcrect in their zeal, to have poor creatures to- 
confcfs in this; and I recorumend to j^udges, that the 
wifcil mlniflcrs fhould b'c fefit to them, and thofe who are 
fent, fliould be cautious lo this^ 

6, Many of themconfefs things which all divines cohv 
elude impoflible, as tranfmutation of their bodies into- 
beads, and money into flones, and their going through 
clofe doors, and a thoufand otl cr ridiculous things, which 
have no truth nor exiflencc but in their fancy. 

7^ The accufers here are matters, or ueighbours who 
had their children dead, and are engaged by grief to 
fufpcdl thefe poor creatures. 1 knew one likcwife burned^ 
becaufe the lady was jealous of her with her hufband ;. 
and the crime is fo odious that they are never affiHed or- 
defcnded by their relations.* 

8. The witneffes and affizers are afraid that if they' 
cfcapc, that they will die for it, and thcjreforc they take 
an unwarran talkie latitude. And I have obferved that 
fcarcc ever any who were accufed before a country aflize 
of neighbcurs did efcape that trial. 
' 9. Commiflions arc granted ordinarily to gentlemen,, 
and others in the country who arc fufpefled dpon tUis ac- 
fcgunt i and who arc noX exaftlj^ f aougU acquainted witb 



the nature of this^crtmes which is fo debftteahle amdiiji^ft ' 
the inoft. learned ; nor have the paonels any to plead for • 
them, and to take notice who are led a« witnei&s ; fo- - 
that oiany are admitted who are teftes iahatriles *» and : 
fufpefted : and. albeit their confef&ons are feqt to^ and ad<« : 
viied bf the counfel before fuch commilfions be granted^ 
yet the connfel cannot knpw how thele coafeiSons were ; 
emitted) nor all the circumftancet which are liecefFary aod 
cannot be known at a diftance. Very many of thefe 
poor filly women do re-C^al at the ftake from the confef^ 
^^3 they emitted at the bar» and yet Imv^ died veiy pt>» ' 
nitent : and as it itf very prefumayethat few will accufe : 
thenielvesf or confefs againft their own life, yet Yxrf 
many conlefs this crime. 

III. The m^hod I (hall ufe in treating ofthn crime 
fhallbe, I. Upon what fufpicioB witdies may be appre^i 
hejided. 2* Wlmt judges are competent. ^^ What 
ditties are relevant. 4.. What probation is fufficient* 
5. What is the ordinary puniihmeat. As to the firft, t' 
know it is ordinary- in Scotland not only that magiftcates. 
do apprehend witches atlmod upon any dilation, bttt even 
gentlemen, and fiKh as are maftersof the groiuid, do 
likewLfe make them prKfoners» and keep them £b till thcf 
tranfrnk them at thjcrir i^eafureto jufticesof peace, ma-> 
giilrates, orXome open prifons. But all this procedure 
ia moft lUiwarrantable* For gentlemen, and fuoh as are 
irefted with no authority, fhould upon no account, with- 
out a fpecial warrant, apprdieod any upon fufpicion that 
they aire wishes, iiace to apprehend is an a£b of jurif«> 
di£kion ; and therefore I think no prifon fhould receive 
any as fufped^d of witchcraft, until they know that the 
pcrfon offered to them, be apprehended by lawful autho- 
rity. 2. Since imprifonment is a punidiment, and con« 
fiantly attended with m^uch infamy cq the name, and de- 
triment to the affairs of htm who is imprifoned, efpecially 
ia witchcraft} £ do conclude, that there maft fome pre* 

♦Improper witncffcs. 



fntnptSdn precede ill inquifition. For the meancfl de^ 
grees of inqnlfition, though without captor, does fome- 
what defame ; and that the perfon (hould not be ' 
apprehended, except it appear, by the event of the 
inquifibioD, that (he Ues under either niany or pregnant 
fuipicions ; fuch as that (he is defamed by other witches ; ' 
thatfhehaih been herfelf of an evil fame ; that fhe hath' 
been found charming, or that the ordinary indruments of 
charming be- found in her houfe. And according to 
Delrio's opinion, lib. v. te6k^ ii» ad afTumendas informa- 
tioaet, ^ificiunt levUrjudicta, fed gravia reqniruntur Ad 
hoc ut citetur reus, Sc ut judex fpecialiter itiquirat^*^ 

\1V. Witchcraftw was crimen uttiufque fbri,f bythc 
canon law ; and with us the kirk feiiibns ufed to inquire' 
intoi it,' in order to the fcandal; and to take the 
oonfeffian of the parties, to receive witnefTea ag^inft- 
them ; ar is clear by the procefs of' Janet Barker and- 
Margaret Lawder, December 9th 1643. But fmce fo* 
much weight is laid upon the depofitions thcre^ 
emitted, kirk-fefiibns (hould be very cautious irt their 
procedures** • . . - 

By the aft of parliament Q; M. 9 pari. f^. aft. AH' 
(he riffs, iords of regalities, and their deputes, and all- 
other jiidges having power to execute the fame, are or-' 
dained to execute that aft againfl witchcraft ; which can' 
import no more, but that they (hould concur to^the 
pufliihracut of the oirirae, by apprehending,' or- tmprifoii*.- 
ing the party fufpcfted : but it doth not follow, that be- 
caufe they may concur, that therefore they are judges' 
competent to -the cognition of the crime ;• (irtce the 
relevancy in it is oft-times fo intricate, and the procedure- 
requires neceffarily fo much arbitrai-inefs, and the punifhv 
ment is fo fevere, that thefe confiderations jointly (hould 
appropriate the cognition thereof folely to the jufticc- 

* In order to fak& tn f/>r ma tton, light trials fufHcCi but particu^sto. 
ones arc reqalred co this one, thu the perfon accufed be fudimonc 1, 
and that the } ud^^e may make fpectal enquiry* 

* Crime examinable by b<9ch cuart». 
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470tnt. Nor-fii(d~ r any infUnces- Wfaerein thcie mforlcrf 

courts have tried this crime. And albeit the council do 

^ft- times grant commiffions to country men , yet that 

Xeems dangerous ; nor can I fee why, by exprefs z€t of 

parliament, it (honld Jiave been appointed, that no co^- 

niflioik fheuld be granted for ^.trying murder, and yet 

jivitcbciaft (hould be fo tried by commifSons. The 

J uilices then are the .4>roper judges in Jiritchcraft. t 

V. As to the relevancy in this .crime, the fiift article 

vfeth to be paction to ferve the devil, which is certainly 

j^Ievant per fe, without' any addition, as is to be fcen 

%a all the indidments, efpccially ifl that of Margaret 

Hutchifon, Auguft toth 1JS61, And by Delrio, carpz. 

j». f • qiieft.,47. f^nd otliert; but becaufe the devil ufetk 

to appear in the ifimilitude qf a man, when he defircth 

thefe poor creatures to ferve htm 4 therefore they (hould 

^e interrogate^ if they knew him to be the devil when 

they condefcended to his fiErvice. 

'. Pa6iipn with the devil is divided by the lawyers, in 
.^xpreiTum §c taciturn, an, exprefs and tacit pa6iion. £x< 
j)ref8 pa6iiofi is performed either by a formal promife 
gjiren to the devjl* then prefent, or byprefenting a fup< 
plication to him, or by giving the promife to a proxy or 
^omipifiioner empowered by the devil for that s.ffc^f 
.which is ufed by fome who dare not fee himfelf. The 
formula fet down by Delrio, is, 1 deny God, creator of >^ 
Jieaven and' earth, ^ and 1 adhere to thee, and believe in ' 
thee. But. by thfs Journal books it appears, that the 
ordinary form of^pxprefs paAiQP f onfciTed. by our witnefs 
js a fimple promife ^o fe^ve him« Tacit pafklon is either 
/when a perfon who hath ipade.jio exprefs ^paflion, ufetk 
.the words or figns which forcerers. ufe, knowing them to 
ibe fuch, either by their books, or difcourfe ; and this is 
condemned as forcery, Can. 26. queft. 5. and is relevant 
to^ infer the crinae of witchcraft,, or to ufc thefe words and 
Tigns, and though the ufer know them not to be fuch ; it 
is no crime) if; the ignorance be probable, and if the ufer 
be content to eCbftain, DelriO| lib. iu quell. 4. 



VT* Sesounciiig of baptifm ii by Delrio toade an ttk&: 

iof pa^ioDt yet with um it is per fe * relevant, as was found 

in the former procefs of Margaret Hutchifon; and the 

'tfolemnitj confeiTed by our witcSxety is by putting one 

•band to the crown of the bead, and another to the fole 

lof tbe footy lenounctng their baptifm in that pofture. 

jDelrio tells us, that the deril nfeth to baptife them of 

new, and to wipe off their brow the old baptifm ; and pur 

'witches confefs always the giving them new names, which, 

are very ridiculous, as Red-fhanks, Sergeant, &e* 

VI^ The devil's mark ufeth to be a great article with uy, 
but it is not per fe found relevant, except it ht confefTed 
by them, that they got that mark with their own confeilt^ 
iquo cafu f , it is equivalent to a pa6kion. This mark is 
Igriven them, as is alledged, by a nip in any part of the 
!body, and it is blue; Delnocsdlsit ftigma, or chara^ler^ 
lib. ii. queft. 4. and alledges that it is fometimes like ihft 
iropreflion of a hare's foot, oirthe foot of a ratj or fpider, 
1. V. feft. 4. num. 28. Some think that it is impofiible 
•there can be any mark which is infenfible, and will not 
bleed ; for all things that live muft have blood, and fo 
-this place behoved both to be dead and alive at once, and 
behoved to live without aliment ; for blood is the aliment 
of the body ; but it Is very eafy to -conceive that the devil , 
'may make a place iafenfible at a time, or may apply 
things that may fqueeze out the blood. 

This mark is difcovercd anuxng ua by a pricker, who& 
trade it is, and who learns it as oth^f trades; but this Is 
a horrid cheat; for they alledge that if the place bleed 
not, or if the perfon be not fenfible, he or fhe is infallibly 
A witch. ButasDelrio confeiTes, it is very hard to know 
uny fuch mark, a nevo, clavo, vcl impertigine naturali f 
and there are many pieces of dead flefh which are infenfible 
even in living bodies; and a villain who u fed this tiadC/ 
with US, bemg in the year 1 666, apprehended for other 

• By itfelf. t-'n which cafct 

t From a nurk,ora natural iofeniibility. 
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villanies, did confefs all this trade to be a mere cheat. 
VIII. Threatening to do mifchief, if any evil foHow im- 
mediately, bath been too ordiaartly found a relevant 
article to infer witchcraft with us. Thu« Agnes Finnie 
was purfued in anno 1643, upon the general article of 
having witched feveral perfons, and particularly for thefe 
articles^ u That William Fairlie having nick-named 
jand called her Annie Winnie, (he fware in rage he fhould 
go halting home, and within twenty-four hours he took 
a palfy. 2. That Beatrix Nifbit refuiing to pay the faid 
Agnes, the annual rent of two dollars owing by He6lor 
NiA)it her father, (he told ker ike fhould repent it, and 
within an hour thereafter (he lod her tongBe» and the 
power of her right fide,, 3. That Janet GreintoHn having 
Tefufed to carry away two herrings fhe had bought 
from the faid Agues, and to pay for them, (he told her 
it (hould be the lall meat (he. fheuld eat, and within a 
^ttle after (he fell fick : againfl which articles it was there 
^Hedged that this libel was not relevant, and could not go 
to the knowledge of an inquefl. i. Becaufe no meant 
were condefcended upon from which the witchcraft was 
iriferret^ ; and if this libel were relevant, it would be re- 
levant to libel generally that the pannel were a witch. 
I. Aflizers are only judges to the matter of fa6^, and not 
to what confifls in jure*; but fo it is, that if this libel were 
io pafs to the knowledge of an inqueft, all the debate in 
jure behoved to be before the aflize before whom the 
pannels procurators behoved to debate how far minae Sc 
damnum fequutumf are relevant, and how far any perfoa 
is pvnifhable as a witch, though no charms or other 
means commonly ufed by witches be condefcended 
upon ; and as to the threatenings, they were not relevant^ 
feeing they had not all the requifites which are exprefled 
by the dodors as requifite, for they were not fpecific^ 

f In law. f Threatcniog and damage following thcrcoa. 

c 
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bearing the promife to do a particular iU, as that Fairlie 
ihould take a pally, or Nifbit lofe her tongue, a. There 
was not a preceding reafon of eamity provedt ngr is 
it probabls that for fo fmall a matter as a herting, 
or the annual rent of two dollars, fee would have killed 
UTiyperfon, and expofed herfelf to hazard ; nor was the 
effeft immediate, nor fuch as could have 'proceeded from 
any other natural caufe, without all which had concurred. 
Delrio, lib. 5. fe£i 3. is very clear, that minas etiam cum 
damno fequuto*, are not fo much as a prefumption: but 
though all thefe did concur, it is very clear, both from 
Delrio, ibid. andFarin. queft. 5. num. 37. That all thefe 
rthreateaings are not fufficient to infer the crime of witch* 
craft. Lailly, jt was offered to be proved, that fome of 
thefe perfons died of a natural difeafe, depending upon 
caufes preceding that threatening : notwithftanding of aH 
which, the libel was found relevant, and (he was burned. 
But I think this decifion very hard, and very contrary to 
the opinion of all received writers, who think, chat albeit 
xninae be adminiculataef with all the former advantages, 
& probatae de ea qux foletminas exequij:, yet the fam,e 
are only fufficient to infer an arbitrary pun i(hment, not 
corporal, but pecuniary ; and certainly fuch a wicked 
cuftom as threatening, is in itfelf a crime : ^ and thus it 
^as only well found to be crimen in fuo gcncrej, in tlie 
procefs led againft Katherine Ofwald, Nov. 1 ith 1629. 
^ IX. Sometimes articles are libelled, wherein the malcficc 
?hath'no dependence at all upon the means ufed : and thus 
It was libelled againft Margaret Hutchifon, Auguft 
joth 1 661. That John Clark's wife being fick, (he 
came to the bed fide when all the doors and windows 
were faft, and combed her head feveral nights ; and the 
laft of thefe nights Ihe came to the bed iide, and put her 
hand to the woman's pap; wh^ereupon the child diecj, 
'•which article was found relevant per fc. And it was li- 

V *Evca thrcateninjjr with following damage, f Threats attefteH. 
^ And proven concerning her who was accuftomed to ezecuic 
thefe threatcnloj^* § Crime in its own k J. 
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belled againft Janet Cock» September 7tli 16619 that a 
woman called Spindie being at enmity with her^ (he gave 
her a cuff, whereupon Spindie immediately" diftramd ; 
and being reproved therefore by the minifter of Dalkeith» 
he immediately diilra6\ed ; which article was likewife 
found relevant, being joined with fame and delation : 
which deciiiona are in my opinion very dangerous, for 
they want a fmre foundation, and are precedents whereby 
judges may become very arbitrary. And againft thefe 

' I may oppone a third allegiance ufed in the ^rmer pro- 
cefs againft Agnes Finnic, wherein it was alledged, that 
the conclusion of all criminal libels fhould be neceiTarily 
inferred from the deed fubfumed, and that concluiia 
femper fequitur debiliorem partem : nam libellus eft fyl- 
logifmus apodidicus, fed non prpbabilis *; and therefore 
except the libel could condefcend upon fome meana 
ufed by the pannel, from which the malefice were necef^ 
^rily inferred, it could not be concluded that thefe ma* 
lifices were done by her, or that flic was guilty of the 
Wrong done. Thus Bodin, lib; 4. does conclude, that 
ventficas non funt bondemnandae licet tint deprehenfae cum 
Bufonibus, oiTibus, aliifque inftrumentis egredientes cxovili 

. licet oves immediate moriantur f And Perkins, cap. 6. 
alTerts, that neither defamation nor threatenings, albeit 
what is threatened does follow, nor mala famaji, nor the 
defun6l8 laying the blame of their death upon the perfoa 
accufed (called inculpatio by the dod^ors) can infer this 
crime, though all thefe be conjoined \ for in his opinion, 
nothing can be a fufficient ground to condemn a witch, 
except the pannet's own confeflion, or the depofitiont 
of turo famous witneflcfs, deponing upon means ufed by 
the pannel. And it is remarkable, that in the chapter 
immediately fubfequent to that wherein witches are or« 

•Thata conclufion always follows fhc weaker party, for a libci 
ii an apodi«5lic fyilogifm, but is not at all )rohable. 

t That witches aie not to be condemned with toads, bone, or 
other inftrunicnw, and unlcfs the ftictp die imoaediately whcu they 
go V ut of the fold . t ^^^ fame» 
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<linarily to l>e put to death, 'God hath exprefly ordatned 
ihat ** out of the mouth of two or three witHefTe* cverjr 
word fhall be eftablifhed/' v And in the proccfs deduced 
againfl Ifobel Young for witchcraft, Feb. 4. 1629 *"^ 
agafnft Kathcrine OiVald, Nov. 11. 1629. This point 
is Hkewife debated, it being libelled againft the faid Ka- 
thcrine, that by her witchcraft ftie caufcd a cow give 
blood in ilead of nailk, and caufed a woman fall aad break 
a rib in her ftde. Againft which it was alledged, that 
^here was no necefTary connexion there, inter terminum a 
quo & ad quern inter caufam A: efFe6lum*! but on the con- 
trary, the cow's giving blood for milk might proceed frons 
another natural caufe, viz. from lying upon an ant or 
emmet hill ; and therefore I think that bectufe we know 
not what virtue may be in herbs, ilones, or other thingg 
which may be applied, it were very hard to find cures 
performed by the application of thcfe, without the uSng^ 
charms, orfpells, to be witchcraft : but when thefc out- 
ward applications are ufed to do hurt ; as for inftance, if 
the faid Margaret Wallace, being at enmity with John 
Clark, and after (he was forbidden to frequent hishoufe, 
did continue to frequent the fame, and did throw in blood 
or any unufual thing upon his wife's pap s if the child 
who fucked the fame had thereafter died, I think this 
article, joined with preceding defamation of her by ano- 
ther witch, might have been found relevant, becaufe fhe 
was there in re illicita f . And fince the law cannot know 
cxadl/ what ef&cacy there is in natural caufes, it may 
very well difcharge any fuch fuperftitious forbidden a6^8,as 
it pleafes, under the pain of witchcraft. Nor can thcfe 
who are accufed, complain of feverity,fince fibi imputent % 
that ufe thefe forbidden things againft the exprefs com- 
riandment of the law ; and therefore fince Jihe law and 
practice hath forbidden all charms, it is moft juft that 
thcfe who ufc the fame ftiould be feverely puniOied, 

♦There were no necelTary connexion exiCled betwixt the caufc 
and the cfFe<ft. f la an unlawful way. } Thty may hy the 

¥lgmeon tbemrelvei. 
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whatever the pretext be upon which they are ufcd, or 
after whatever way or manner, or to whatever end, whc« 
ther good or bad. 

X. Albeit per leg. 4 cod. de mal. &. Math, thefe ma- 
gic arts are only condemned, which tend to the de(lru6iioa 
of mankind, but not thefe whereby- men are cured, or 
the fruits of the ground preferved ; yet I have oft-titaet 
imputed this conftttution to^Tribonian, who was a pagan 
and a fevere enemy to chriftians, or elfe that It behoved 
to be fo interpreted, or that thereby remedies, allifted by 
godly prayers were allowed, elfe what mean thefe words, 
inffragia innocenteradhibita*. But fince I am informed from 
the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, as Zozim. lib. 2. that Conilantine 
waft not yet turned chriftian when he pad that conftitution; 
but however this con ilitution is omitted in the Bafilicks; and 
the Glofs fays, that 9u» th^ov sv m aw»»4»^ 4u it was not 
thought fit to be mentioned in the repurgation of the law< 
and that conftitution was very well reprobated by Leo's 
6^ novcL And by the canon law, tit. de forti-legiis j; 
and the general fan6iion of the former a6^ of parliament 
leaves no place for this diilin£^ion. Suitable to all which^ 
John Brough was convi6led for witchcraft, in anno 1643* 
for curing beafts, by cafting white ftones in water, and 
fprinkling them therewith ; and for curing women, by 
wafhing their feet with fouth running water, and putting ' 
odd money in the water. Several other inftances are to 
be feen in tjie procefles led in anno 1661. And the in- 
ftaace of Drummond is very remarkable, who was burned 
for performing many miraculous cures, albeit no maleficej* 
was ever proved. 

XL Confulting with witches is a relevant ditty with 
ns, as was found ag^alnft Allifdn Jollie, per. 061. 15969 
and this is founded upon the exprefs words of the a£^» 
The profeffing likewife (kill in necromancy, or any fuch 
aaft, ia by the forefaidad of parliament^ a relevant 

• 

W * Aids ifinoccntly ufed. 

f M«lefice In ihc Scots Uw fi<?nifiet an ad or cffcd of witchcraft* 

C3 
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article. For the full clearing of wlilch aft, it is fit t^ 
know that divination * was either per dxmono-mantiam, 
the invocation of pagan gods, or nanganiam, which was the 
propl^ecying for invocation of fome fublunary thing. 
Magnanie is divided in necromantiam, which was a 
prophecying by departed fpirits, udromantiam* which wa» 
a divination by water, &c. All which fpecies and kinds 
of divinations by any thing, is comprehended under the 
general prohibition of necromancy, and fuch like a^s ; fo 
that predictions and rcfponfes by the feive, and the (hear, 
and by the book, and all fuch cheats and fpecies of fo|7« 
cery are punifhable by death in this a6l. Yet thcfe for- 
bidden pra^ices may fometimesbe excufed by ignorance,, 
or if it can be cleared, by circumllances, that the ufer de- 
figned nothing but an innocent jcft or recreation, Dclrto^ 
lib. 4. cap I. quaeft. 4, 

XII. The laft article in criminal libels ufeth ordinarily 
to be the being delated by other witches, which the 
^odlors call diifamatio *, and we, common bruit, and open 
ftme, which are never fuftaincd as relevant per fe, but 
f)nly joined with other relevant articles ; as is to be feen 
)\\ the forefaid proccfs of Margaret Hutchifon, though I 
think that interloquutor veryTevere, fmce if any of the 
former articles be per fe relevant, they need not the 
affiftance of fame and delatioa. Sometimes likewifc^ 
but with much more reafon, articles that are of theni« 
fclves irrelevant, are fuftained relevant, being joined 
•with fame and delation : an example whereof is to be 
feen in *the 9th article of the indictment againft Janet 
Cock, Sep. 7 1661. In which article fhe was accufed 
for having recovered a child by charms, with the help of 
another witch, which other witch had cwifeffed the fame 
when (he was confronted with the faid Janet ; likeas, both 
of them were found lying above the child, whifpering 
•ne to anotherj and the blood of a dog wa9 fouod ftaod<> 
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iHgr in a plate befidc them ; which article was not fuftaia* 
cd relevant per fe, but was found relevant, being joined 
with fame and delation. 

XI U. The relevancy of this crime being thus difcufJcd,' 
the ordinary probation of it is, by confeffion or witneffes ; 
but the probation here fhould be very clear, and itrtiould be 
certain that the perfon who emitted it is not weary of life, 
or oppreiTed with melancholy. 2. Albeit, non requiritur 
bic ut conftet de cor pore delidli *, this being a crime, 
-which coufifts oft-times in anjmo f; yet it ought to be Aich 
as contains nothing in it that is impoifible or improbable. 
tAnd thus albeit, Ifubel Ramfaydid, upon the 20th of Aug. 
1661, cohfefs that the devil gave her fixpence^ and faid 
that God defired him to give it her : and at another tim« 
a dollar, which turned thereafter into a flate-ftone ; the 
juftices did not find this conftffion, though judicial, 
lelevant. And to know what things are of themfelvet 
impoffible for the devil to do, or at leaft what is believed to 
be impoffible, may be fecn very fully treated of in Delrio'a 
fccond book, where it is condefcended that fuccubi & in- 
cubi funt po£[ib|ies ; id eil, that the devil may lie in the 
ihape of a man with a wom^n, or in the (hape of a woman 
with a man, having firft formed to himfelf a,body of con- 
denfed air ; and upon fuch a confeHion as this, Margaret 
Lewder and others were convided. It is likewife pof- 
ble for the devil to tranfport witches to their public 
conventions, from one place to another, whick he may 
really do, by carrying them : and fundry witches were in 
anno 1665, burned in Culrofs upon fuch a confefEon at 
this. 

XIV It may be, I confefs, argued, that fpirits and 
immaterial fubftatices cannot touch things material, and 
confequently can neither raife nor tranfport them ; but if 
we conHder how the adamant raifesandtranfports the iron^, 

^Not required this as it may conditute the fubj^ancc of the criin(> 
^ f la (he mifid. 
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and bow the foul of man, which is a fpirit, can raife or 
tranfpott the body, and that a man's voice, or a mufical 
found is able to occafion great and extraordinary motions 
in other men, we may cafily conclude, that devils who arc 
fpirits of far more energy, may produce effe£ls furpaffingr 
very far our underftanding. And yet I do not deny but 
that the devil does fometimes perfuade the witches that 
they are carried to places where they never were, makingr 
thofe impreffions upon their fpirits, and accjuainting^ 
them what was done there, which is done by impreffing 
images upon their brain, and which images are carried to 
the exterior fenfes by the animal fpirtts, even as we fee 
the air carries the fpecies of colours upon it, though in a 
very infenfible way: and thus we fee likewife, that the . 
fumes of wine or melancholy will reprefent ftrangc appari- 
tions, and make us think them real. Nor ought it to' be 
concluded that becaufe thofe witches are only tranfported 
in fpirit, or in dreams, that therefore they ought not to 
be punifhed, fince none can be punifhed fondreaming ; 
and that becaufe thofe witches defire to havethefe dreams, 
and glory in them when they are awake : nor have any 
thefe dreams but fuch af have entered into a preceding^ 
paction. I know that the canon Epifcopi in the council 
of Anacir, (or the Aquilean council, as others call it) does, 
condemn thefe tranfportations asfalfe, and mere delufions^ 
which are impreifed upon the fancy of poor creatures by the 
devil, Ic cum folus fpiritus haec patitur, nee non in animo 
fed in corpore inveniri opinantur *, but that aft of that 
council does not aifert all tranfportations to be imaginary^ 
and dreams, but only declares thofe who thought they 
followed Diana and Herodias to thefe public meetings, to 
be altogether feduced ; for thefe indeed were feduced; 
for Herodias being dead long fince, could not be at their 
meetings. But from that it is unjuAly concluded, that 
there are no real tranfportations^ there being fo n?any 

♦ And when the fpirit of itfclf fuffers fuch thines, they arefup* * 
pofcd to iffli^ft the body as wcU as the mind. ' 
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iofbinces of thefe tranfportations given, both in facred 
and profane dory ; and perfons having beea found wound* 
ed, and {having really committed murders and other inf<>« 
lencies, during thefe tranfportations. 

XV. Whether it be poflible for a witch to caufe any 
pcrfon be poflefled, by putting devils into their body,. 
may be debated ; and that it is poflible, appears from the 
hiftory of Simon Magus, and many others, and is teftified 
to be true by St Jerome, in the life of St. Hilarion. 
And fince witches have confeiled that there are devils who 
obey one another, and that there are different degree* 
amongft them ; why may not thofe of an inferior degree 
be forced, by virtue of a pa6lion with thofe of a fuperior 
order, to poffefs men and women at the defirc of wftchcs t 
Witches themfelves have confcffed that this hath beea 
done. And I hnd by a deciiion of the parliament of Tho* 
loduf, that devils have been heard to complain in thofe 
that were poflefTed, that they were pi/t there by the en- 
chantment of fuch and fuch women : But upon the other 
hand, it is not to be imagined that devils would, obey 
mortal creatures, or that God would leave fa great a 
power to any of them to tgrment poor mortals : and the 
devil, who is a liar from the beginning, is not to be be- 
lieved, in faying that he is put there by enchantments ; 
and ' though he makes fuch piromifes to witches, yet he 
does in thefe but cheat them ; and if the devil could pof* 
fefs at pleafure, we would fee many more poffefled than 
truly there are. 

XVI. The devil cannot make one folid body to pene- 
trate another, quelL 17. and therefore I think that article 
libelled agai^il Margar.et Hutchifon, of coming to John 
Clark's houfe, when doors and windows were (hut, (hould 
not have been admitted to probation, fince it is very pro- 
bable they would hive fe arched the houfe after the fecond 
or third nightfs fear ; and (he could not penetrate doors 
nor walls. 

XVII. The deyil cannot transform one fpccies into 
artother^ as a woman into a cat, for clfe he behoved t« 
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annihilate fome of the fub (lance of the woman, or create 
fomc more fubftance to the cat, the one being much more 
than the other ; and the devil can neither annihilate or 
create, nor could he make the fhapes return, nam non 
dattir regrcflus aprivatione ad babitum * : but if we con- 
fider the ftrange tricfc« of jugglers, and the ftrange ap- 
paritions that Kerchcr and others relate from natural 
caufes, we may believe that the devil caa make a womair 
appear to be a beaft, & e contra f , by either abuling the 
fenfe of the behohieri,.or altering th« medium, by in- 
clofingr them in the fkin of the beaft reprefented, or by' 
tnclofing them in a body of air, fliapcd like that which he 
would hav« them reprefent, and the ordinary relation 
of the witnefles, being wounded when the bead was wound- 
ed, in which they .were changed, may be llkewife true, 
cither by their being really wounded within the body of 
air in which they were inclofed, or by thedevirs infll6llng 
that wound really himfclf, [which is Delrio's opinion*. 
But it would feem hard to condcnin any perfon upon the 
confeflibn of what feems almofl impoflible in itfelf: and I 
cannot allow inftances in the journal books, where poor 
creatures have been burned upon fuch confeffions, without 
other ftrong adminicles. 

XVilL The devil may make brutes to fpeak, or at 
lead fpeak out of thera, quefl. 1 8. 

He can alfo raife ilorms in the air, and calm thefe that 
are raifed, queft. ii. And yet it being libelled againft: 
Janet Cock, that (he faid to thefe who were carrying a 
witch to be executed, **- Were it not a good fport if the 
dpvll fhouldtake her from you;" likeas, a great ftorm did 
overtake them when they were carrying her to the placci 
it having been a great calm both before and after ; 
yet this article was not fuftained relevant, fince it 
might have proceeded from folly, or jdk, or vana 
jaAantia f . 

* When the fliapc isdeflroyed, it is impoCCble to refloreit. 
t Oo the other hand, f Vain boafling. 
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XIX. The devil may iniii6l dtfeafesy which is an ef« 
kdi he may occadon applicandd adkiva paflivis *, and by 
the fame means he may Ukewife cure : a clear inflance 
whereof appears in the marriage-knot And not only 
may he cure difeafes laid on by himfelf^ as Wierus ob* 
ferves» but even natural difeafes, finjce he knows the na- 
tural caufes and the origin of even thofe natural difeafef, 
better than phyficians can, who are not prefent when 
difeafes are contradled, and. who being younger than he, 
muft have lefs experience. And it is as untrue, that Di- 
vus Thomas obfervcs, who afferts that cures performed by 
the devil caanot continue, liace his cures are not natural. 
And fince he both may make flcky and may make whole, 
it follows that he may transfer a difeafe from one perfon 
to another. And I find that it being libelled againil 
Margaret Hutchifon, that (he took a difeafe off^ woman 
to put it on a cat : it was alledged that this article was 
not relevant; becaufe, i. Una faga non poteil eife lig- 
ans k folvens in eodem morbof . z. That in fuch tranf- 
adions as thefe, the devil never ufed to interpofe his 
(kill, except where he was a gainer ; and therefore though 
he would transfer a difeafe from a brute bead to a rational 
creature, yet he would never transfer a difeafe frona a 
rational creature to a brute bead, both thefe defences 
were repelled. Many witches likewife conlefs that they 
cannot cure difeafes, bccaufe they are laid on by witches 
of a fupei-ior order, who depend upon fpirits of a higher 

Some think that they may innocently employ a witch 
to take off the difeafe impofed by another ; and lay it 
upon the witch who impofed it, even as men m&y inno- 
cently borrow money from a ufurer, to be employed for 
pious ufes, or may caufc an infidel fwear by his falfe gods, 
lor eliciting truth : and that in this manner devils are 
rather punifh«d tham fervcd. But fmce all commerce 

f By applying aaivet to paflives. 
♦ The fame witch cani;ot botii caufc and cure a difeafe. 
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^ith devils 18 unlawful^ this pra^ice is juftly ra* 
probated hj D. Autun, p. ' 2. difcourfe 48. But 
yet it is thought lawful to all who are bewitched^ to 
defirc the bcwiljchers to take off the difcafe, if it can be 
removed without a new application to the devil, but only 
by taking away the old charm ; or it is fawful to any 
to remove the charm or figs of it, if it be in their poweri 
D. Autun.pag. 825. 

XK, Witches may kill by their' looks, whiph looks be- 
ing full of venomous fpirits, may infeft the perfon upon 
whom they look, and this is called fafcinatio phyfica, fed 
fafcinatio vulgaris, quae dicttur fieri per oculos tenerorum 
puerorum vel parvorum porcorum vana eft & ridicula, Del. 
lib. 3. q. 4< fe6l. l. 

I know there arc who think all kinds of fafcination by 
the eyes, either an effe£t of fancy in the perfon affe^cd, 
or elfe think it a mereillufion of the devil, whoperfuades 
witches that he can beftow upon them the power of killing 
by looks, or elfe the devil really kills, and afcribes it falfe- 
ly to their looks : whereas others contend, that by the 
received opinion of all hiftorians, men have been found to 
be injured by the looka of witches: and why may not 
witches poifon this way, as well as the Bafiliik doth: 
•or why may not the fpiriis in the eye affe£l as well as the 
breath ? or why may not looks kill as well as raife paf- 
fions in the perfon looked upon ? nor can it be denied 
but that blearednefs is begot by blearednefs ; and that 
menftrucus women will fpoil a mirror by looking upon it. 
Likcas there fcems even fome ground for it in fcripturc ; 
for, Dcut. 28 54. ** It is faid that a man's eyes fhall be cril 
towards his brother ** And fome likewife endeavour by 
confcqu'ence from Matth. 20. 15. ''Is thine eye evil :" the 
word jia^xaivu fignifying in fcripture both to bewitch and 
to envy. Some likewife think that St. Paul, Gal. 3. i^ 
alludes to this received opinion, but conjcdlurc doth f« 

• Natural witchcraft is the efftds ofnatural caurc8,but that which 
is produced by the eyes of certain perfitni ©r aniwals, is vain and ri- 
^icvIoBs. 
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nacH Cttcrrulc Allnjils affair, that it were hard to fix 
crimes upon fo' denier grounds 5 and therefore though 
wh^re witches conCefs that they did kill by their looks, 
their ccJnfeflBoh and keliefmay, if they be otherwife of a 
found judgment, make a very confiderable part of 4 
crime, where it is joined with other probabilities, yet pet 
fe it is b^rdly relevant. 

XXI. It miay be alfb doubted whether witches catf bV 
iimoFOUS potions inchant men or women to Idve ; dnd 
though it may feem thai th'efe being aflts of the foiil, 
cannot be raifed by dn-y corporeal means, yjet 1. 4. c. de* 
Malef. Sc Mathemat. makes this pofiibley and puniihable, 
cortim fdenlia punieiida, &: feveriflimis merito legibus . 
vindicsinda, qui ma^fcU accindti artibus p'udicos ad lib^- 
.dinem dc fixiue aninvos dcteguntur* : but this law fpeaks 
'only of hift, and not of love, as I conceive. Nor can it 
it denied, but that ndt Only witches, but jfiven naturalifts 
may gfve potions that ];nay incline mjen or womeil to fuil. 
^nd therefore the queftion ftill remains, whether witches 
may incline men or women by potions to a fancy anct 
iundnefs for any particular perfon ; .and thbugh potiofig 
' may incline m<n to mailnejfs, yet itvd'oth ncft follow that 
tbercfore they inay incHne thctn to love. And thobght 
D. Autun doth bring many arguments from hiftory, and 
pretends that the devil may raife and excite the old Ipeciea 
of love which lies hidden in the body, and may thereby 
form a paflion, yet thefe are too conjectural grounds to 
ibe the foundation, of a criminal fentence* The BaHlieks 
make the pimifhmentof this to be deportation, 'and fb 
f applies the former Jia w. 

'XXlI. Witches do like wife torment mankind, by 
ssaking images of clay 'or wax, and'wheii the witches 
prick or punce thefe images, th? petfrns whoifi thefe 
images repre&nt, do find extreme torment, whi<h' doth 

^Thefevcral funiihinents ought to be infilled ci^ tlieft,' w^, 
•hj magic artty iorce chaftc perfbns to the €o&:&iifiivn of a^t ol iai- 

D 
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BO): pTOcCie^ from any influence tbefe Jinages have upon 
the body tormented, but the devil doth by natural tneai^s 
raifc thcfe torments in the pcrfon tormented, at the fame 
yery tJrnci that the witches do prick Qrpuncr, or liold tP 
the fire th<fe images of clay or wax ; which manner of 
torment was Ijitely confcffcd by fome witchc.sin iBvernefs, 
ytho likewife prpducdd the imager, and h was well known 
they hated the perfop whp was tormented, and upon a 
/confeflion fo adminiculate, witchet may very judiciouilybi! 
found guilty, fince conftat de corporc delicti de modo dc 
Jinque.ndi & inimicitiis prffiviis*. 

^^I|L It is ordinarily .doubted wKether conftiSoi^ 
emitted before, thjc kirk ftffioi)S m this.cafc be fufficient: 
but this I havi ireat^ more fully in the title of proba- 
ti(jn by confelEon. Oaly here I (hall Qbftjrvc^ that Chril"- 
ii^n Stewart waii found arJt and par^ of the bewitching 
Patrick Riithvcn, by laying on him a heavy 6<;kncfs with 
,a black clout, jyhich (he herfelf tad confeffed before fc- 
,'ver<^l n^inifter^, notaries, and others, at dive rfc timea j aU 
g^hjcluconfeiSons were prqyed j apd upon thefe repeated ' 
ijiji^kffioHS fh| .w^s Iw^vpe^^ "Kovj i^%^' Marjg^are^ L^aw- ! 
-deV vfas coavi£le4 uppn. confeflloa emitted hefoi^e the Qia- 
^ftrates ^aad mifiifters of ]£dinburgh> . albeit pfi(t from in 
jucjgrtL^iit, Dec. 9. \ ^45 * ^^ ^^^( book of adjournal, pag* 
^4^» And if the confclfion be not fully adminiculate, Uw-. 
.ye^s acivifetbat cotifcffofs fhooild be fubjcfted to the tor- 
.tum .which is notiifual in Scqtlaijd. And it is yiry 
'ohfprvable t^at the juf^ices y,\o^^ not put Jamffs Wel|h 
'to'tKe*knowledge of an inqueft, l^hpugli he Badpopfeircd 
,l^m^'a vtit(;h,h^f9fc the prdi)jt^cry o KirtQu4^rijglit, I 

!:^ecaufe he V^' ^"^"p)* ;»^^" )\^ co^feffed tbf-prim:C, a^d 
, t|i<^'cqnftflion was. only ca^tra-judicial, and iha^ he now 
,ir^tra/^ed,fhe fanqe) but becffuTehe had fo grofsly preva- 
ricated, and had delated fo many honcft perfons, they 
.«rdai||e4 bim to »bke jCcourgcd. ^pd put in the corrf^lon 

tl ^ * I i .K . ■ ' X ,• I . • . . , .' . ^ • • 

* It U evident frbm the nature of the crirce mentioned jwft fl#ir» 
of their hatred and pr<:yiojasmaiiibc« 
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houfe, April 1 7th 1 6C2 . . It va s proved againfl Margaret 

Wallace, March to, 1622. that flic taid that if it could 

b« proved that flie was in Greg's houfe, flie fliould be 

guilty of all the ditty ; and therefore it being proved 

that (he was in Greg'd houfe, that prbbation was alledged 

by the advocate to be equivalei^t to a confefBou/as was 

found againft Patrick Cheyn : to which it . was replied^ 

that this could amount to no more than a lie ; and in mf 

opinion, it could not have even the ftrength of an extra* 

jiidicial confeffion,but rather imported a denialof the crime* 

XXIV. The probation by ^itnefs in this crime is very 

difficulti and therefore focii criminis ^, or other confelSh|r 

witches are adduced } bat though miany of them concur^ 

their depoficions folely, are not efteemed as fafficient, ne 

vel ad psenam extraordinariam imponendam f , though 

fothe think the f^me ffufficlent to that end, becaufe of thiat 

general brocard, ex multiplicatls indich's debtllbus refuh- 

«re indicfia indubitata. But Delrio aflertd, tlut the ton* 

je&ion of fuch teftlmonies is not fufficient, <<nunquan» 

'enim'% faith he, /^quas fua natura dubia fnnt pofFunt 

facerc rem indubitatem ut nee riiuha agraunum fandai 

ncG multa non alba unus album nee muUa tepida unum cnU 

lidut» %. And that the teftimony of one confcflrng witch 

was notfound fiifHcient t.o file the panuel, is clear by the 

procefe of Aliif>n JJollie, who was affaii/Zi'id pen. 0(51. 

1596. albeit* Janet jHepburn, another witch confcft that 

(he (did Aiifan H?id taufed her bewitch Ifobel Hepburn> 

whereof flie die'd '; but though witchcraft cannot be proved 

pcr'focios crrminis J,-th'ougn dying and penitent witchey, 

yet it rtizty be doubted Tf the cpnfulling witches jtiar 

n3t be proved by two witehtei who were confulted : for if 

this be hot a fufficient probation, it would be impoffibic 

to prove confulting any other manner of way. 

* Accomplices in th^ crime. ' f Not to impoft cxtraordlh^ry 
funiibmentSi ' • ,| A mii)tltud6 ^ (w«ak evidences can never 
eUftbliih'^ne iin^ofibted fa^, as many fick caQnotnuike one in health, 
Dor many black ii/ures a white one, nor many cold fubdatKCS a 
warm one* $ By accomplices In the crime. i 

Da 
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' The perfona t& whom the iiijurie$ arc done by the 
wltches» are admitted to be wttnefles : thAii. Katl^rii>e 
Wardl^^¥ was admitted agaiaft Margaret. Hutch i fen ; but 

' fometimes they are only ad^nttted cum oota, if the pro'*^ 
bation be not otherwifc }yeak, and thus William Young? 
and Agnes Hutohtfon were onfy admitted cum nota, a« 
gainll ^eatrix Leflie, Auguil i65i. And in that pro^ 
cefs likewife they received o.nly Agnes Rofs cum nota, 
becaufe (lie was the miftrcTs of the two women who were 
inaleliciat, Kcilfon was admitted to be an afldzer agarnft" 
]Margaret Wallace, though^ he was brother-in-law to 
tohn Nicolj who had .given information for raifing the 
ditty > becaufe the ditty. was not at Nicol's iaftance ; and 
yet' Starling was fet from befng an aflizer^ becaufe Moor, 
who was alledged to be one of the perfoas makficiat^ 
was his broth er-jn -law. March 2. 1622. Dickfon was 
there likewife admitted to be an aifizeiv though he afliftcd 
the bailie in taking her, which was found the office 
of a good citizen> and though he had deadly feud agal^nd: 
her hufbandy fince it was i^ot prove^ be had any againft 
herfelf. r / ! ! 

Women are received witnefles in this crirac> as Is clear 
by the procefs againd Margai*et Wallace, and all the 
procefTes in Auguft 1 66 1> 't'he not (bedding of tears 
hath beeii uftd as a mark and prefumption of witchcraftj 
Sprenger, roal. malef. p. 5. q. 15. becaufe it is a m^rk 
of impenitence ; and becaufe feveral witches have confeffed 
they could not weep : but the being accufeci of fo horrid 
a crime may occafipn a deep melancholy ; and melan- 
choly being cold and dry,, hinders the (bedding of 
tears ; and great griefs do rather aftonifh than make one 

« * • • • 

XXV* The punlfhment of this crime is with us death 
by the forefald adl of parliament^ tp be execute as well 
againft the ufcr as the feeker of aay rcfponCc orconfulta- 
tion, & de pradica. The doom bears, to be wor- 
ried at the flake, and burned. . ' 

Byjthc civil law, confulters were "punifhed by death 
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1. 5. c. de raafef. & maihcm* oema airufplcem, coafiilsU» 
aut math^ematicum nenap aric^^m, angurum et vatum 
prava confeffio nonticefcat fileat ooimbus rer petuo divU 
nandi curiofitas*. . In which law, fortune-tellers are alfa 
puni^able ; tliough with us, dumb petfons who pretend 
to foretell future events, are never punifhed capitally. 
TBut' yet I haye feen them tortured, by order from the 
. council, upoii a reprefentation.that they were not truly 
^duoib, but (feigning themfelvea to be foj abufed and 
cheated the people. The fbre&id law k renewed In the 

j5aillicks I* 9t u* t« fcri^tig A^^rarm Cis» fiavrtxfi* tn «yi»A,A.« 
fi(»0y «i K x^kdaioi \ai ot fiayoi finit tf aorettf reus fAOcvruetis f«(/r«v 

But Fariti, and others think, that where no perfon is in- 
jured, death fhould not be infli6^ed ; and that imprifon« 
ment and bahilhment is now praftifed By all nations in that 
cafe, lib. i. torn. 3. queft. zo, hum. 89. & Clarus.' fed. 
berefis nvttn* txlt. But Perezeus thinks this too favour* 
able a punithment, except the ufers of thefe curious arts 
were induced thereto, out of mere fiimph'city, & fine dolo 
male j:: but with us no fiich dillindion can be allowed by 
the jufiices, wlio muft find all llbeb relevant, which bear 
-cotifulting with witches, and that ditty being proved, 
they muft condemn the pannel to dlt ; albeit I think the 
trauaeil may aker the punifhment, if it be clear that th'e 
lifer of tistfe a€t8 had ho wicked defrgn nor intercourfe 
with the devil thereio. 

XXVI. By the law of England, witchcraft was of old 
punifhed fometimes by deathi and fometimes by exile ; 
hat t. Jac. thra following ftatute was made, which I herci 
fct doM^n, becaufe it is very fpecial. 

* It ihall not be lawful for any one to confult a fortTxne-teller, or 
one pretending to foretel events hy any mathematical rules, fcr all 
their declaratiors are criminal, and ciiriofity for diviuation ought to 
be effrtStually retrained. 

t JLet none feek advice by the art of divination, for the Chalde^ 
ans, and magicians, by no means difjcorer the truth, wherefore they 
•uj^ht to be fubjc^ed to capital puni&inent or public fcourging, 

} And without any cvU defigo . 

D 3 
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^ If any pcrfon or perfons (hall ufe, pradife, or exercifc 
invocation or con|aration of any evil and wicked fpf rit^ 
or (haUconfuh, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or 
reward, any evil or wicked fpirit ; to, or for,' aiiy intent 
or purpofe, or take up any dead man, woman, or cbHd^ 
out of his, her, or their grave, or any other place wheve 
the dead hody reftethj or the fkln, tione, or any part of a 
dead pcrfon to be imploycd or uftd in any manner of 
wHch-craft, forcery, charme, or inchantment ; . or (hall 
ufe, praftife, or excrcrfe any witch-craft, inchantment» 
charm or forcery, whereby any pcrfon fhall be killed, 
deftroyedy wafted^ confumed, pined, or lamed, in His, or 
her body, or any part thereof: that then every fuch of- 
fender or offenders, their aiders, abbetters,^ and cot^ofel- 
lor8« being of any the fatd offence, duely and lawfully 
(sonvidted : aad attainted, (hall fuffer pains of death, as a 
fellon, or fellon8,and fhall lofe the priviledge, and benefit 
ef Clergie ; and Sanduary. If any peribn or perfons take 
%apon himor them, by witch*craft, inchantment, charQ>, or 
forcery, to tell or 'declare, in what place any treafure of 
Gold, or Silver, fhould or might be found* or had in the 
earth, or other fecret places : Or where goods or other 
things loft, or iloln, are become : Or whereby any catteX 
or goods of any perfon, (hall be deflroyed, or to hurt or 
defttoy any perfon in his, or her body, albeit the fame be 
not effeAcd or done ; b^ing therefore lawfully convi6icd, 
fliali for the fald offence fuff«ir Imprifonment by the fpacc 
of a whole year, without baile or mainprife. Once everv 
quarter of the year thcfe Mountebanks are to mount the 
pillory, and to (land thereupon in fprae Mercat Totia 
iix hours, and there to confeffe his or her errour, and 

♦ffcBCC. 
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THE BEwircHtm: , 



Of 



SIR GEORGE MAXWELL OF POLLOK. 



Account cf Sir George Mnxnoeii^ and hisfon J^hn^ -. 
Takca from Crawford'* hi dory of the (hire of Renfrew. ^ 



« Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL of Pollok, obtained 
flic honoar of knighthood from King Charles 1 L He was 
a gentleman ' of fingular accompli fhments, and juftly 
efteemed a perfon eminent for piety, learning, and other 
good qualifications. Sir George deceafed anno* 16^7. 
To whom fucceeded John his fon a*nd heir ; which John 
was raffed to the dignity of baronet,' by king Charles TId's 
letters. patent, bearing date, at Whitehall, tne 12th of 
April 1682 H'e wa*, by King William, nominated one 
of his privjr cooncil for Scotland, npon the firfl conftitU'* 
tion thereof; and aftetwards, in the year 1696, was ap- 
po'mted one of the lords commiflioners of the treafury of 
exchequer ; and, in 1699, conftituted one of the fenatort 
of the college of juftice, and lord juftice clerk." 

Letter which Sir John Maxwell of Poilok fent to George 
Sinclair, profefFor of philofophy in the college of 
Glafgow, along with the account of the bewitching oif 
his father. 

' SIR, - PoUok.id^thJmtJC^^. 

I fend you herewith the true account my father cawfei 
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write from his owb mouthy which is the furefl. relatloR 
an givCi either of his own trouble^ or what concerns 
let Douglas, firft difcovercr of thefe pidures. There 
out fome Icfs material circiimilances in the family, 
ing her abode there, whereby it fully appeared, that 
knew what was done in diftant places, and underflood 
gjjagCB. For inftaftce, when -^ chapter in the Greek 
w Teilament was read, (lie made us underfland by 
16 what the purpofes were, (for at that time Ihe was 
nb, whether resdfy or countcrfeitly, it is hard to de- 
nine) and did exa^ilygive an account lo myfelf what 
did at two miles diftant from the place where ihe 
{, without any information given to her which 1 knew 
i reft your ft(Fe£tionate lriend> , 

JoHH Maxwell* 

Taken from Sir^eorgt Maxwell's account 

of his being bewitched. 

[Tpon the r4th of Oftpber t676> my father was fur- 

fed at Glafgow, in the night time, with a hot and 

y diftemper ; and coming home the next day, he was 

;d to his- bed. The phyfician, fearing a pleuresy and 

ever, opened a vein^ and the application of medica- 

Its L^ing mac^e, the fiery hea^ was abated ; he re- 

liing lor fevcai weeks ., together under. 5^ great paiof 

;fly in his right ^de,, though not fixed to his bed^ 

!re had come to Pellok-town a young dumb girl but 

whence was not known, who had remained thei^ for 

: week? before, but,.feI4onfi frequenting Sir George 

swell's houfe, till at length {became to Ipme more Su 

irity and converfe with his two daughters Andj 

ng obiei ved Sir George fick and weak in his body, 

ignified unto them, That there was a wOman, whole 

had broke hw fruit*y aid, that did prick him* in 

ides. 

nd feeing this woman one driy in the hall of Polfok 

iglt a great awny other company, (he -afTured hia 

hter,. that \ this wasttie woman j and the dayfoliow- 

fhe told the gentleman; Th?tt this woman (wh«£c 
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■jme vfSLS Jaa^t Mathie, reli£l af (Jolia Stewart, andet*.. 
mtller m SKaw-mill) had iPcJi'itied' a wax pifture with pirii ; 
in the' fide, which was; to be found in herhoufe, in, a hole • 
behind the fire, ofFeVing to' bVing it tihto' them, plovfdrng' 
fhe were accompanied Vfth'tiien to prbteft her from VIo- • 
leiTce. At firft they hardljr underitood her, till (hz went ^ 
to one ofthe gfcntlevvoman's clofets, and bringing^ thence 
a little bees-wax, (lie plyedit before the fire, fliewing the 
dlmenfions arid quantity of the pll^lirre. The gentlewo- 
rn^ft ■ regarded not the i'ofoi*m^tion, becatife they thought 
it fabiil(pU3 ;. y^ his two' f^rv'aiits, Laiirenee Pollock,' and' 
Andrew Mar;tid, knowing hoW njuch the girl loved, their' 
mailer^ and kiidwing that his life was in hazard, if this* 
pi6lurc were not found, rVfolved at all adventures. to try* 
whether the information were true or falfe ; and there-' 
fore going along with her ti> . the faid Janet Mathie's 
houfe, one of them planted himfelf ofi one fide ofth^ fire,' 
irid the otheV'on the other fide,* while', in' the meafi time, 
the little girlconiing'q'uickfy by !L^urencc Pollock, pnt- 
tcth her hand in the hole behind the fire, anfd then'flfps' 
into Andi^cw Martin benfeath hi^ ifoiilc, the waxen effigy, 
WhicH had two pins in it, one 'in t;ach fide, but that' in 
the right fid^, fo long as to pierce tli rough to' the other ;* 
that in the left was rtot fO lohg, nor fo deeply thrlift in,/. 
This pifibure being brought to Pollok, Sir George's fon, 
without acquainting hist father, apprehended Janet Mi-. 
thie, procuring the next dhy the Cord Rofs's -order for 
conveying her 'to prifon. She being interrogated touch- 
ing th'e pi6lure, after feveral fubtcrfugcs, alledged, " It 
was the 4eed of the dumb girl." 

It was alfb enquired, whether Sir George or his Lady 
had given her at ariy time prorocatioti to' this malice ? 




ing baa reports upon 
ciently well founded to a 'conviftion. • Oii^y upoii' the 
14th of Odober above-fpecrficd, before Sir George 
went to Glafgow, he hid called before Tiim a fervaat i« 
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PoUok-towp* that had^reken his orcliai*d iii harveO. laS^ 
Tvho jconfefled the fa6l» aa(^ that -Hugh $tc wart » a fon ol 
Janet Mathie^s, was his compltcc. But' a bye-ilaa^^r de« 
claimed,. /That he was^QQt jiowin Pofioklaiid, but in the 
Dtirnly. To whom Sir , George; replied, 1 hope my' 
£ogers may reach him in Darnly. Tht^ was all Which 
could ,be thought a provocation to Mathie, no harm be« 
ing done in the meantime to her fon^ ^whom Sir George 
to th(8 hour doth not fo much as know by the faoe^ but 
hath fuffered him all the ^time of, his Acknefs to lire in hir 
mother's houfe» even fihce her imprifonment. In th^ 
meaatime Mathie ricn^aining obftinatey was fearched for 
infenflble mark's before the flier iff-depute of RGnfrew, and 
many famous witneiTes^ at Paifley, and there wci'e very 
many found upon her* 

After the findiag. of the.piAure of wax rofefaid» thert 
was Come abatement .of Sir George's ficknefsy biit not to 
any obfervable degrc^, fy low was he brought. But upon 
t5ie4thpf Jfafluary foilovifingi his ficknefs recurred, with 
^at violence^ that for four or fiv6 days^ his fHen49 and 
relations had no great, confidence of his life. But* tney 
were more amazed pn the ^th of January^ being the 
Sabbath-day, when tl^eiy had an exprefs from- the dumb 
girl, who was at Poljok-to^n, ,but could not get over 
the water to the houfe> thfe rlv^r being fo fwclled at that 
time, fignify ing that John Stewart, Mathie's cldeft; fon, 
had four days fince formed an eiSigy. pf clay, for taking 
away Sir George's life.- Add when flie was called for, 
(he declared, it was in his houfe,' beneath the bolftcr, a- 
mong the bed-ftraw. 

The next day foHjOwinff, James Dunlop of Houfehilf, 
and Ludoi^ic^k' Stewart of Achinhqod, with fome of Sir 
George's fervjint^s, ,went, tp Stewart's houfe, taking the 
little girl. wita,them,.refp}ving to make a very e:ta£^ trjati 
that it might' nat Jie, faid, that the dumb girl had Wought 
any thing hithef. Wher^foxe they caufed John Stewart 
hirufelf to light a candle and hold it, while Ludowick Stew- 
iyrt, and another did, in his fight, lift the clay effigy from 



< 

\ 
■ " ^ J 

anong the bed^ftra:Bf » beneath the holAtt (the little girl 

all the while ftandlng ^t a difiance frCiii the place), but 

the pifiure having been made only three or four days be* 

fore, and not fulficiently hard, did brea^ into two piecef^ 

In it were three pin^, one in each fide, and one in the 

ibreaft. Stewart had nothing to fay for hinifelf, but that 

he knew not wh^ had ptit that thing there. He was in- 

il^ntly apprehended, and fo was a little filler of his, lately 

entered Into the fourteenth year of her age, named An- 

nabil Stewart, v^ho was.faid to have whifpered before 

fomewhat of the waxen effigy, l^his poor'creaturc proved 

{thereafter, through God's favour, a key to the detection 

'0f making both the pidures. 

- At flrft fhe was very obftinate, but the next day fhe 
confeffed, " That being preCent in h'cr brother's houfc 
the 4th of January, while the clay pi^luxe was formed, 
the black gentleman being prefent, (which was the name 
ihe gave the devil) togetl^er jvith Beifie Weir, Margery 
Craig, Margaret Jackfon, and her brother John.*' But 
when confronted with her brother, fhe did not with con- 
fidence adhere to her ' confefHon. Upon the finding of 
this pidure. Sir George did very obfervably recover in 
hid health, and ail the pain which wa^ in his fide, did, by 
degrees, wear away. 

John Stewart remained, |iot with (landing his fider's 

xonfeflion, above meafure obflinate, until he was fearched 

the next day for infenfible marks, wher.eof^ he had great 

plenty; at the finding whereof, he was fo confounded, 

that Immediately he confeffed his palSlion with the devil, 

and almoU all the other heads cxprefTed in his judicial 

cbnf^ffion after- written ;'and declared, " That hisacedm- 

'f lice's whb form e4 the effigy with him w^re the fartie his 

lifter had named.** She ^fo came to a free and full con* 

feffion of her'pa^jbn with the devil, and her ^cceffion 

"to her fornriing both of the waxen pi^ure in her mother's 

'houfe, and of the clay one in her brother's houfe. 

Upon information of the premifes,- the Earl of* Du«- 
4onald and the Lord Rofs, granted a warrant for apprc-* 



•.hecdir.g Btflic Wck, Ma-rg^ret Jackfon, and- Margjjgr 
Craigy wllo had b.een fellow -fiflers in the ^forelaid 

' f orccry. 

Margaret Jackfop, a woman aged about fourfcorc of 

'3'<a.rs, after a day or two, corfcffed pajfticn with tht deyUf 

.awJ Jier acc« ifion to the makirsg oftoth the pictures, anj^ 
condefcendcd.upon th"ea<;complic.f8 above- najned^ ^anF 
iflftnfible marks jverc fopnd cp her body. 

Upon ijie 1 7th of January laft, a third i)ortrait of clay- 
wa« found under Janet Mathie's ^alfter ib the prifoa 
houfe of Paifley, which the dumb girl had given infor- 
mation of. But it feemed to be the piftureof fome wcv- 
sian, and-probably of fome of the family ofPollok» Tor 
Annabil Stewart did freely declare, . ** Th^t their malice 
was againft the whole family of PoUok.*' For turmriflr 
to young Pollock and his X^ady, (he faidj ^* And againft 

' jou alio,'' T^is portrait was found before four fafli'ous 
wltneflcs. 

The lprd€ of His Majcfty's privy council, being iQ. 
formed of lliefe pidlures and effigies, the depofitlons qf 
three confc/Ting witches being fept, .did grant a com- 
mifCon for their trial, and alfo for the trial of the other 
three that were obftinate. And in regard of thefinguU* 
lity of ' the cafe, they ordered the procefs to be very fo- 
lemn, commiflioning for the trial fome judicious gentlemen 
in the cpjunjtry, viz. Sir Patrick Gaullcn of Uaufton, 
James Brisbane of Bifliopton, Sir John Shaw younger of 
Greenock, and John Anderfon yourger>>f Doytbill. T.o 
whom they added Mr. John Prcflon, advocate, (a gexitlp* 
man ^cll feen in criminals, and who exercifed the office 
of Jufiice-deputc for fcveral years), a fine qua non in the 
ccirmifllon. 'And that the whole procefs might be the 

' more exad, they appointed George I-prd Rofs aflVffor, 
With power to yote a^d decide. And further orderejd 
Mr. Robert Martin, "clerk to t^hc juiltce court, to bjr 
clerk to the procefs, which jKvas Uo be rccorilcd ijo thp 
public books of ajdjo^^rnal.. 
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What foflinjrs of Sir George Maxwell's affair, is mdftly 
X taken out ofan autheBtic copy of the trial of the witches, 

held at Paifley, Feb. 15. 1677, touchingt he bewitching 

of Sir George Maxwell, and part is taken out of Sir 

George's account. 

The commtifioriers of jufticiary held their firil court at 
Paifley, the 27th of January 1677 ; before whom Anna- 
bil Stewart, of the age of fourteen years, or thereby* 
* when brought in the prefcncc of the juftices for the crinoe 
of witchcraft, declared, that in harvefl: lad, the devil, ia 
the fhape of a black man, came to her mother's houfe* 
and required the declarant to give herfelf up to him ; and 
that the devil promifed her (he (hould not want any thing 
that was good. Declares, that (he^ being enticed by 
tier mother Janet Mathie^ and Beflie Weir, who was ofS« 
cev to their feveral meetings, ihe put her hand to the 
crown of her head, and the other to the fbleof her fffoitp 
and did give herfelf up to the devil. Declares, that her 
mother promifed her a new coat for doing it. Declarea* 
that her fpirit's name Was Enippa *, and that the devil 
took her by the hand, and nipped her arm, which con- 
tinued to be fore^ for half an hour. Declares, that the 
4evil, in the fhape of a black man, lay with her in the 
bed under the clothes, and that flie found him cold* De- 
clares, thereafter he. placed her neareft htmfelf. And 
declares, that fhe was prefent in her mother's houfe whea 
the e£igy of wax was made ; and that it was made to 
I'eprefent Sir George Maxwell. Declares, that the black 
'man, Janet Mathie, the declarant's mother, (whofe fpirit'a 
name was Landlady f J Beflie Weir, (whofe fpirit's name 
is Sopba,J Margery Craige, (whofe fpirit's name is 
JU^erumfJ and Margaret Jackfouy (whofe fpirit's name f 

• Sir George Maxwell*! account fays, '« That the new name the 
devil gave her, ^as Anippy. f Sir George Maxwell's account 
fayi, Janet Mathie her mother, whofe name waa, from the devil, 
Landf lady, Beffie Weir, whofe name was Sopha, Margery Craig, 
^hofe name was Rigcru, Margaret Jachfon, whofe name wa» 
JU»cat« _ 

• E 



ifXoed^,) were all prefent at the making ef tli< Fa^ 

^^gy S >o<^ t^s^ ^^^7 bound it on a fpit, «ad t<urned it 

"hcwrc the fire ; and that it wai turned hj BefCe Wjeir» 

laying as. they turned it, Sir-GQorge Maxwell ! Sir Oeqrgc 

Maxwell!^ and that thi8 was cxprefled by all of them, 

«nd by the declarant. Declares, that the pi£iure was 

siade in Oiiober taft. And farther declares, that upop 

the third day of January inftaot, Belfie Weir c^me to hg* 

mother's houfe, and advifed her to come to hi^^^brotlKr 

John Stuart 'Sy upon the night followtjig : and that ac- 

cordingly fhe came to the place, where Qie found Beli^ 

Weir, Margery Craige, Margaret Jackfon, and her bro. 

4her John Stuart, and a roan with black clothes, a blojc 

band, and white handcuffs, with boggcrs^ and that his 

feet were cloven. And the declarant fat down by the 

£re^iide with them, when they madeapidure of clay, i^ 

|Rrhich4hey placed pins in the breaft and fides. And de- 

' dares, that they placed one in every fide, and one in the 

breafl. Declared that the black man did put the pins in 

the pi£lure of wax ; but is not fure whp^^ut in -the 

pins in .the pi^ure of clay. Declares, that the effigies 

produced, are the effigies flie fa w made. Declares, that 

-^he black man's name fs Ejoal. This declaration w«^ 

emitted before James Dunlop, of Houfehill, William 

'Gremlaye, &c.' January, 27. 1677. Ita eft Robertus 

•park, notariuspubh'cus, .&e*. 

The fecond confeffion is of JohiP Stuart, who being 
interrogated a nent the crime of witchcraft, declared, that 
ypon Wcdnefday the third day of January inft§rU:, Bcilie 
Weir, in PoHok town -came to the declarai^t late at 
night, who being vrithout doors near to his own Jioufe, 
ithe/aid Beffie Weir did intimate to him, that there waa 
a meeting to be at His houfe the next day : and that tfie 

* Sir George Maxwell** accoujnt, (ayn, this declaration ^as ma^e 
. before famous, witneiTet, fubfcribed by the-two notaries public for 
her, Robert Park younger. Patrici^ warfwellia Paiiley, andfulf* 
'<cribt4 by the commiflion(ri. 
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dcTify under the (kape of a black man» Margaret Jabkfotf^ 
Margery Craige, and the faid Bei&e Weir were to be pt«* 
fent. And that Beffie Weir required the declarant to be 
there, which'he proftiifed'; and that the next night, after 
the declarant had" gone to' bed/* the black man came in^ 
and called the declarant quietlj-'by his name ; upon- which 
he rofe from his bed, and put on" his clothes, and lighted 
^ candle. Declares, that Margaret jackfon, Beffie Weii^ 
and Margery Craige, did enter in at a'window in the gavel 
of the declarant's houfe, and that the ficii thing that the 
black man required, was, that the declarant (hould re* 
oounct hit baptifm, and deliver himfelf wholly to hiov; 
which the declarant did, by putting one hand on the 
crown of his head, and the other on the fble of his foot» 
And that he was tempted to it, by the devil's promifing 
that he ihouldoot want any pleafure, and that he ihouldget 
bis heart filled on all that (hall do him wrong. Declares 
that he gave him the name o£ Jonas for his fpirit's name*« 
Declares, that thereafter the devil required all their 
confents for the making of the effigies of clay, for the 
taking away the life of Sir George Maxwell of PoUok^^ 
to revenge the taking the declarant's mother, Janet Ma- 
thie. Declares, that every one of the pcrfons above- 
named gave their confent to the making of the faid effigies, 
and that they wrougpht the clay, and that the black man 
did make the figure of the bead, and face, and two arms, 
to the faid effigies : Declares, that the devil fet three 
pins in the fame ; one in each ftie, and one in the breafl ^ 
and that the declarant did hold the candle to them all the 
time the pt6lure was making; and that he obferved one 
of the black man's feet to be cloven ; and that* his ap-« 
parel was black ; and that he had a bluifh band and hand- 
cuffis : and that he had hoggerr on his legs without (hoes : 
•nd that the black man's voice vtdi& hough 2ktid gouftie^ 
And farther declares, that after th^y had begun the^form* 

* Bir George Mixwell « account fa; §,** That the new Oime gtvc* 
to him b/ (he d<;vtl, wai Jonas/* 
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ing of the effigtes, his fiftcr Annabil Stuart, a child of 

thirteen or fourteen years of age, came knocking at the 

doofi and being let in by the declaraht, (he ftaid with 

them a confiderable time ; but that fhe went away before 

the reft, be having opened the dcor to her. That the 

reft wetj.t out at the window at which they entered. De- 

ciarcs, that the effigies were placed by Beflie Weir in big 

•)»ed*ftraw. He farther deokres> he himfelf bad envy a- 

gitaft Sir George Maxwell, for apprehending Janet Ma« 

due his mother ; and- that Bei&e Weir had great malice 

. aigainft this Sir George Maxwell ; and that her qoarrd 

i^s» aa the declarant conceived, becaufe the faid Sir 

George had not entered her hu(band.to his harreft fervice^ 

and alfo declare*, that the bad effigtea were made upon 

the fourth day of January inflant ; and that the deviTs^ 

name was .^a/. Declares, that his fpirit's napae was 

ytmas ; and Beffie Weir's fpirit V name, who was officer, ^ 

was Sopbai and that Margaret Jackfon's fpirit's nam^ 

"was Locati and that Annabil Stuart, the declarant^a 

filler's, was EhlfpiL; but does not remember wha^ Marw 

^ -gery Craige's fpirit's name was. Declares, that he cannot 

l^r write. This confefiion was emitted in the prefence of 

the witnciTes to the other confeifion, and on the fame day. 

•Ita efl, Robertus Park, nocarius publtcus, &c*. 

The confeiRon of Margaret Jackfon, relidl of Thomas 
Stuart, in Shaws, who, being examined by the juilicca 
anent her being guilty of witchcraft, declares that {he 
was prefent at the making of the firft effigies and picture . 
that were made in Janet Mathie's houfc in Odobcr; and 
that the devil in the (hape of a black man, Janet Mathie, 
_ Bellie Weir, Margery Craige, and Annabil Stuart, were 
prefent at the making of the faid effigies, and that they . 
were made to reprefent Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, 
for the taking away his life. Declares, that forty years 
ago, or thereabout, (he was at Pollokfhaw-croft, with fonie 

• Sir Geargc Maxwell's account, fay a, « This conftflion had the . 
fame foleianitics. which the former had," 
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.few fticks on ber back, and that the black ibaii caAie to 
her, and that (he did give up berfelf unto the Hack mati» 
from the top of her head to the fole of her foot ; and 
that this was after the declarant's renouncing of bet bap« 
tifm ; and that the fpirit's-nanie which he defigned betf 
was Locaii And that about the third or fourth of |anu- 
my inftant} or thereby, in the night time, when (he ii- 
waked, (he found a man to be in bed with her, whom 
/he fuppofed to be her hufband, though her hufbaord had 
been dead twenty years, or thereby, and that the mao 
immediately difappeared ; and declares, that this maa 
who difappeared was the devil. Declares, that upoin 
Thursday the 4th of January inftant, (he was prefent 19 
the houfe of John Stuart, at night, when the effigy of 
clay was made, and that (he faw the black man there^ 
fometimes -fitting, fometimes (landing with John Stuart $ 
and that the black man's clothes were black, and that be 
had white hand- cuffs ; and that Beffie Weir in Polloktoun^ 
and Annabil Stuart in Shaws, and Margery Craige^ 
were at the aforefaid time and place of making the fahl 
effigy of clay ; and declares, that (he gave her confent to 
the making of the fame ; and declares that the deviPf 
name, who compeared in the black lean's (hapc, wap 
Ejaol. Sic fubfcribitur, ita eft^ Robertus Park, notariut 
publicus, &c*. 

One remarkable paflage which is taken from Sir George 
MaxweH's account, runs thus < The juftice upon the. 
27th of January, commanded the jailor to fix Janet Ma<* 
thie's feet in the ftocks, that (he might not do violence 
to her own life. The man declared, ^^That the next 
morning he had found her bolfter, which the night before 
was laid at leaft fix yards diftant from the ftocks^ now 
placed beneath her : the ftocks being fo h^avy, that two 
^ iJie ftrongeft men in the country could hardly have 
c||ricd~ them fix yards ; he .wondering, did afk her how 

George MasLwell's account, fays, "This confclfion bfii 
-- — _-g falcmmties which t!:e two former had. 
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ftc"^ had win to the bolftcr ; fte anfweredy <* That 
ftic had crept alongft the floor of the room, drawing the 
ftocks to the fame place." And before the court, (he 
faid» ** She had gotten one foot free out of the hole, and 
with the other had drawn the flocks:*' a thing altogether 
impolTible, The ilocks being fo weighty, nor was (he able 
to take her foot out of the hole. 

Upon toe 15th of February 1677, *^^ jnftices being 
convene<jl again in court at Paifley, John Stuart, and 
Annabil Stuart, with Margaret Jackfon did adhere ta 
their former judicial confeflion ; but Janet Mathie, 
Beilie Weir, and Margery Cralge, did obftinately 
deny. 

Now follow the dcpofitions of certain perfons, agreeing 
with the confeflions of the above-faid witches. 
Andrew Martin, fervltor to the lord of Pollok, of the 
age of thirty years, or thereby, depones that he was prefent 
in the houfe of Janet Mathie, pannel, when the pidurc 
of wax produced was found in a little hole in the wall at 
the back of the fire. Depones, that Sir George's fick- 
nefs did fall upon him about the i8th of Odober, or 
thereby. Depones, that the picture of wax was found 
on the— — of December, and that Sir George's fick- 
Dcfs did. abate and relent about the time the picture of wax 
M'as found and difcpvere4 in Janet .Mathie's houfe. De- 
pones, that the pins were placed in the right and left fides ; 
and that Sir George Maxwell of Poliok's pains, as he 
underftood by Sir George's complaining of thefe pains, 
lay moft in his right and left fides.: And depones, that 
Sir George's pains did. abate and recent after the 
finding of t(ie faid pidlure of wax, and taking out 
•f the pins, as is faid. And depones, that the 
pannel Janet Mathie has beeq by fame and bruit re- 
puted a witch thcfe feveral years by-paft. And this is 
the truth, at he (hall anfwerto God. Sic fubfcrib. Andr* 
^Martin. 

Laurence Pollock, fecrctary to the lord of PoUok, 
fvroro a&d purged of parti^ ^ounfel, depones, that oa 
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tlic ■*■■ ■' day of December, he was m the panncl Janet 
Mathie's houfe when the pidlure was found ; and that* he 
did not fee it before it was brought to the pannel's door. 
Depones, that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's fickneft 
did feize upon him about the fourteenth of 0(!^ober, or 
thereby, and he did continue In hfg (icknefs or diftcmper 
for flit weeks or thercbr. Depones, that Sir Georee'« 
Gcknefa did abate and relent after tlie finding of the laid 
pl<fture of wax, and taking out of the pins that were in 
the effigies. Depones, that by open bruit and commom 
fame, Janet Mathie, and Beflie Weir, and Margery 
Craige, are branded to be witches. Depones, that the 
truth is this, as he (hall anfwer (o jGod. Sic fubftrib. 
l,aurenc€ Pbllock. 

Ludowlck Stuart of Auchinhood, being fworn and 
purged of partial counfel, depones, that iSir George's 
ficknefs fell upon him the fourteenth or fifteenth of 
G6lober, or thereby. Depones, that he was not prefcnt 
at the finding of-the pi6lure of wax, but that he had feen 
Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, after it' was found, and 
haying feen him in his ficknefs often-times before, he did 
perceive that Sir George had fenfibly recovered after the 
time that the fald pi^^ure was faid to be found, which 
was upon the lyth or 12th of December. Depones, 
that Janet Mathie and Margery Craige, two of the pan- 
nels, are, by report of the country, faid to be witches. 
/Depones, that he having come to Pollok, he did fee Sir 
George Maxwell^ whole pains did rccwr, and that his 
pains and torments were greatly increafcd in refpeft of 
what they were before the finding of the pi6iure of wax. 
Depones, that upon the 8th of January, when they left 
tht; faid Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, the deponent, 
James Dunlop of Houfehill, Allan Douglace, aild feveral 
others, did go to the houfe of John Stuart, warlock, ia 
PoUok-fhaw, and there he found a pidlure of clay in the 
faid John Stuart*s bed-ilraw. Depones, that there were 
three pms in the faid picture of clay, and that there was 
one in each fide, and one in the breaft. And dcpones,^ 
that being returned to Sir George's houfe, Sir Oeorgjc 
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,tol(l the deponent thstt he founci great eafe- of his pa.inif 
and that it was bL'ft>rc the deponent, Houfrhill, and the 
reft did reveal to him th:it they had found the faid pi£iure 
of clay ; and further dcponest that this is truth, as be 
fhall anfM er to God. Sic fubfcrib. Ludowick Stuart. 

What follo%i'8, 18 taken from Sir George's account. 

The juRicfS having examined all witnefles in nnatters 
of fad, touching the effigies, Sir George's ficknel^, an4 
the recovery of his health, upon the finding of the fame^ 
.confidering alfo the bad fame of thofe who were obftmatc, 
and having confronted them with the confef&ng witches, 
who in their faces avowed their acceflion, in manner ex« 
prefTed in the confeflions above written. Confidering, 
ladly, all other circumflances of their cafe, committed 
,them to the trial of a judicious inquefl, who being found 
. guilty, were condemned to the fire to be burned, and 
their efiigies with them. Only Annabil, in regard of her 
nonage, and the evidences Ihe Teemed to give of her pe« 
niteocy, was reprieved by order of the council, but to re» 
main in prifon. In the meantime, both fhe and her bro- 
ther John did ferioufly exhort their mother to confeffioo; 
and with tears, did Annabil put her in mind of the mabf 
meetings fhe had with the devil in her own houfe ; and 
that a fummer's day would not be fufEcient to relate what 
fhe had feen pafs between the devil and her ; but nothing 
aould prevail with her obchired and hardened heart. 

Some account of Janet Douglas, the girl referred to la. 

the account of the bewitching of Sir George Maxwell 

ofPolIok. 

Sir John Maxwell, at the end of the account which he 
fent to Mr. Geerge Sinclair, profefTor of philofophy in 
the college of Glafgow, fays. It is to be noted, the 
dumb girl, whofe name was Janet Douglas, doth now 
fpeak, not very diiiind^ly, yet fo as fhe may be underllood ; 
and is a perfon that molt wonderfully difcovers things 
pa{l, and doth alfo uaderftand the LatiA tongutj which 
fte never learned« 
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The following is tbc cxtraft of a letter which was fcnt 
to Mr. George Sinclair, profcffor of philofophy in the 
college of Glafgow. 

" When I was at Glafgow, in fummer 1677, I was dc» 
firous to fee the duftibgirl, (Janet Douglas.) At mjr firft 
incoming fhe declined to entertain difcourfe, but by friend- 
ly cxpvcflions, and giving her fonac money, I gained her. 
1 firft enquired ahcnt her parentage. ** 1 do not rc» 
member/'^ fays (he, " of my parents, but only that I 
was called by the name of Janet Douglas by all people 
who knew me. 1 was kept when I was very young» 
by a poor woman who proved cruel to me, by beating 
and abufiog me ; whereupon I deferted the woman's 
houfe, and went a-begging.'' t enquired next how fhe 
became dumb. iBhe told xne by reafon of a fore fwelU' 
ing fhe took in her throat and tongue ; but afterwards 
by the application of Album Grsecumy "jehich I thought 
faid (he, was revealed to mc, I recovered mj fpcech.'* 1 
aikedher, how fhe came to the knowledge of witches and 
their praflices. She anfweredi That fhe had it only by a 
vifion, and knew all things as well as if fhe had been pecf 
fenally prefent with them ; but had no revelation or in* 
formation from the voice of any fpirit ; nor had fhe any 
communication with the devil, or any fpirit of that kind; 
•*only, fays (he, the devil was reprefented tome, when he 
was in company with any of the witches, in that fame 
fhape and habit he was fcen by them.**cr-She told me, 
fhe was altogether ignorant of the principles of religion^ 
hot had fome fmattcring knowledge of the Lord's prayer, 
whfch fhe had heard the witches repeat, it feems, by her 
vi(ion,*in prefence of the devil; and at his defire, which 
fhe obferved, they added to the v/ord art, the letter w, 
which made it run, *** Our Father which wart in heaven ;" 
and made the third petition thus, *• As on. earth fo it 
may in heaven ;" by which meaas the devil made the 

application of the prayer to himfelf. 1 remember, 

that one day there was a woman in the town, who had 
the curiofity to give her a vifit, who aiked her, *' How 
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(he came to the knowledge of fp many' things? Buf (fie 
young wench fhifted her, by a/king the woman's namc^ 
fhe told her name, fays the other, " Are there any other 
in Glafgow of that name? No^-feys the woman. Then, 
faid the girl, «« You are a witch." Says the other, 
** Then you are a deril.'^ The girl anfwers, " The deTil 
doth aot reveal witches ; but I know you to be one» and 
1 know your jM-adiices too.*' Hereupon the woman raa 
away in great confufion, being indeed a pcrfon fufpefted 
of witchcraft, and had been- fometimes fmprifoned oa 
that account. ■Another woman, whofe name was 
Campbel, had the curiofity likewifeto come and fee hery 
and began to afk fome quedibns at her. The wench 
ftiifting to give her an anfwer,. fays-j *• I pray you tell 
me where you were yeftcrnight, and what you were 
doing? « And withal, fay« (he, let me fee your arm;" 
ihe refufing, the landlord laid hold upon the woman, with 
fome others in the houfe, and forced her to make bare 
her arm, where Janet Douglas (hewed them an invliiblc 
mark, which ihe had gotten from the devil. , The pooc 
woman much afhamed, fan home. A little time after, 
Hie came out and told h^r neighbours, that what Janet 
Pouglas faid of her waa true ; and eameftly intreaicd 
them that they would (hew Co much to the vnagiflrates» 
that fhe might be apprehended*, ** other wife the devil, 
fays flic, will make mc k»ll myfelf." But the neighboucs 
judging her to be under a fit of dillrdC^ton, carried her 
Iwme to her houfe ; but early, the next morning the 
woman was found drowned in Clyde. The girl like- 
wife told me at Glafgow, being then under no reflraint, 
that it was revealed to herflie would be carried before the 
great council at Edinburgh, imprifoned there, and 
fcourged through the town All which came to pafs.— 
For about a year after, fhe was apprehended aod imprifoo* 
ed in the tolbooth of the Cenongate, and was broaght 
before the council, but nothing being, found again ft her, 
flie was difiniflcdi but thereaftcri &r fcrcral criaica 
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-•ommitted wkhin the town of Edinburgb^ fhe was takcA 
again» aad imprifonedy fcoorged, and fent away t6 
feaieforesgiiplaiitatton ;.fiii€e which time I have not heavd 
of -kcr— There are feverd other remarkable paffages con« 
eerningher^ which I cannot inform you of, which others 
perhaps may do ; therefore J[ (hall abruptly break off, and 
fay no more, but. that I am your affe^ionate friend* Mr. 
Sinclair fays, ** This information I have from a difcreet 
vodcrftanding gentleman, who was one of my fcholari 
#t Glafgow feyeral years ago*" 
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AV^ISE men do juftly fufpeA, and arc hardly brought 
^•wedit the tcccuatsof cxtrtiordiaary ftoricr j efpctw- 
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ifttly anent witciicraft; becaufe the freqnent impoftura^ 
which the RomaDifts have obtruded on the world in their 
miracles and legends ; the many relations of odd things 
as done by daemons or wizards, which yet, were either 
falfe or the ground of fimple natural caufes ; the ignor«> 
anceof feveral judges and jurtesi who have condemned 
filly creatures merely upon their ridiculQus confeffions^ or 
Dther ilender proof ; and the difficulty of conceiving the 
manner or philofophy of fome operations and appearances, 
though undoubtedly true . in fa^ ; are good prejudices 
again ft a fudden belief, and precautions for an exa^ in- 
quiry. But they are men of weak fouls, deftitute of diftin& 
thoughts ; who deny all, becaufe they have difcovered er- 
ror in foitie, or condemn as falfe, all fe£ks which they 
are ignorant how they came to exift : by the fame rule 
of reafoning that there are no enthufiafts, becaufe the beft 
men have been fome times miftaken for thefe ; nor are 
there any criminals, in refpe6l feverals have fuffered who 
were not truly fuch, coniiderin*g that many hiftori^s are 
fabulous, therefor^ none is to be trufted : And all the 
phsenomenas in nature, whofe inviiible caufes they cannot 
comprehend, are mere dehifions. 

The following narrative, as to the truth of fa6l, is the 
beft atteftcd piece of hiftory of this kind, that has occurred 
in many ages : the moft of thjs matters therein reprefented 
having gained the aiTent of private fceptics s and being 
proven before public judges, fo that it is more furpriling 
than the ftrange things of witchcraft, that any fhould fe- 
rioufly deny the being thereof, and from thence difcredit 
fuch ufeful providences at a diftance, when notoriety has 
difpelled all objections in the places where they did 
cxift. 

Matiy authors have proven at large, ihat-there are witch- 
es and witchcfaft, from reafon, fcripture, antiquity, and 
experience of all nations and ages in the world, and they 
have folved the difficulties which might obftru£i the belieC 
of this pofitive proof, by poffible hypothefis of philofophy t 
where it is to be Qbfcrved| that though any fuch expU^a* 
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lions of ttie natural manner of phenomena arc fubjedto 
cavil, yet the exiftencc of a thing which hath fo cerfam 
podtive evidence cannot be denied in found reafoning ; 
becaufe angels and men not being made for civil converfe 
together in this world, and all communion with devils 
being interdifled us, the Scripture needed to unfold little 
oF their way of ading j and ftill the next age may dif- 
cover what this could not reach, as this has already un*- 
veiled what was thought inextricable in the laft> unlefs 
impoffibility were prelcntly demonftrated. Therefore 
fuch a fhori hint, as may fomewhat illudrate the events 
in the fubfequent difcourfe, may fuffice in the prefent 
eafe 5 efpecially fince providence does, by eminent occur- 
rences, rather dcfign our pra6tical inftruj^ion^ than a fub« 
jefk of notional fpeciilation. 

The devil can afTume a corporeal fhape and befpeak 
man out of it: as he did to £vc, our Saviour, and in 
fome heathen oracles :'fo that there is capacity for the 
entering into contradl. Satan is willing thus to infure 
mortals of being enemies to heaven, earth, and their owa 
falvation, by his indefatigable malice againft all the three: 
as curiofity'in wits, revenge, and difclofure of fecrets in 
the great, covetoufneis in the worldling, or power and 
pleafure in all whom he thinks needful, (they being im-> 
pregnable other ways), and is permitted by God, to at- 
tack lA this manner, does fufBciently blind there, to be 
fufccptible of his propofals thereanent We fee daily 
how criminal lufts inflamed by fatan, divert their horror^ 
not only of eternal, but alfo of temporal eminent torments : 
perverting thefe inftin6ls of nature which might fright 
them from furrender. But further, he does commonly" 
facilitate his conqueft oii witches, by decoying them piece- 
meal to his lure, through the mediation of others frOm 
among mankind that are already embarked, till they be 
prepared, and he get an opportunity g{ milking ^•'' 
ihcm an explicit tranfa^lion. 

That accordingly ^^^^ ),• . ^. " * 

' -" ^^ Jaflo prevailed in mak- 
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ihg iCbreerert and wftoIie«» appears from the teftimony ^ 
%he wifeft and beft in all ftatea and times. 

The heathen 8» by nature and pradice, difcovering th^ 
^truth, made laws againft makficos and mathematicos % 
(thefe lafty though they. aiTumcd the name of an art much 
tncouraged by the legiilators ; yet were known, under the 
vloak thereof) to confult the devil anent the fates of men 
andftates) which the Roinan fenateand people did execute^ 
and even the Perfians, in fome good reigns did the fame^ 
XJntier the Old Teftament difpenfation the magicians of 
Egypt and Babylon were bamed by Mofes and Danieli 
Balaam and t^e witch of Endor were baffled,juii judgments 
were inflided on Jezebel, ManafTehy and the ten tribes 
for their forceries, and witchcratts amongft other crimes i 
and the laws nuide againft fuch| as diilin6l from other 
guilt under the NeW Tcftament Simon Magus, who be- 
witched the people of Samaria ; Elimas the foc^erer, who 
was ftruck blind at Paul's rebuke; the Pythoniflegirl who 
feems to have been pofi'eft of confent, bccaufc Ihe was not 
tormented, but got profit thereby ; and fuch as confefled 
ihewed their deeds and burned their books in Ephefus; 
j^re undeniable inftances of witchcraft. Finally, there are 
prophecies of falfc Chriils with fignsand wonders, abletp 
deceive, if poflible, the very elc6l ; general councils have 
made canons againd thefe wretches ; and the experiment- 
al knowledge of injured mortals^ with the public {eW' 
tences which did vindicate the fame ; in fubfequent ages^ 
arc delivered down to us by the writers thereof. Hence 
Guilielmus Linenfis, a poptfh dodlor, was juflly put to 
'death, even though he died penitent^ he having confefied 
witchcraft, (whereof the iVritten covenant was found in 
his pocket), and that his (hare of the devil's fervice was 
to perfuade and preach that witches were only filly deluded 
•melancholians, whereby their confeflions were no proof« 
His fdcceTs was fuch in this work of darknefs, that the 
people and judges did flack, and witches vfcre raflly mviU 

t Witches ind Mttfccmtticigaif* 
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iiptiedtn fevryean, ▼!<!. Pet. Mamorius de Lamiis, VW, 
gives a a account of the proccfs from authentic records. 
Through thcfc periods, it is obferved, that Satan has oft 
fhlfted the fcene, and turned himfelf to many (hapes, as he 
fo«iad it moft accommodating to his purpofes: whereby the 
manner of apparition of devils has been different, a^cordin^ 
tt> the date of the times. So of old Satan appeared, and 
was worfhipped as fuch, for deprecating his mifchief^ 
which is fatd to be retained in fome of the moft barbarout 
places of the Indies to this day. 

In the darknefs of popery the devil was transformed into 
a more innocent fpirit*, in the brounies and f&iries. Thefc 
were theii very frequent, he having impudence thus to 
appear openly, proportional to the knowledge of men, over 
whom his reign was fo univerfal, as it is related to con- 
tinue in the more northern regions at this day. But fince 
light has broke out in our horizon, he oftener works ex- 
ternally by magicians and witches, and internally on the 
lufts of men, being now moftly reftrained to his own fphere, 
or fubjefts. Yet ftill he enfnares fcverals, partly, by aping 
the ordinances of God ; efpccially as they are corrupted 
in the Romifh church, whence fo many monks and nuns 
as already prepared, have been found overcome. So he 
keeps with them public affemblles in the night of extra« 
ordinary merit. They formally worihip him by many 
mimical geftures ; he imprints on them a kind of facra- 
ment ; he infli^s dreadful penances pnfuch as have not 
executed the commanded mifchiefs ; he teaches them odd 
words and fign3» upon repeating of which exorcifms, he 
(it being his intereft) effectuates the fore-padlioned ope- 
rations, &c. 

But though what he doss of himfelf, or on the watcU 
word or enfign of forcerers or witches, may, by col- 
le£lion, and artful difpofal of matter and form, appear 
furpriiing ; yet he cannot work againft nature, or foap* 

• That^preteadci to forctcl deaths, reveal th« defun^s, will difco* 
ver occuit murder du other friendly oiTi.'cs, Alc. which wcr« fubtU 
a&eans of indactog to htm and relying on him. 
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fmce that is only competent to its author, who alone ' 
can do true miracles^ or know immediatdy the thoughts 
o£man. Yea, after the fall it is h'ke, . that even Satan's 
natural powers are come down below thofeofgood an- 
gels ; and it is certain, that he is often befooled in his 
deiigns by providence : not with (landing whereof he re- 
tains fo much as (being permitted) is fufficient to bring 
about, by uufecn natural means, moil of the extraordi- 
nary appearances, that the generality of the learned 
have attributed to him ; and particularly thofe in the fub- 
fequent narrative ; many of which, though they are be- 
yond the efficiency of difeafe» deceit, or any vifiblc caufe;. 
yet may be the effcdls of fome fuch unperceived means as 
follow. 

There is no difficulty in Satan's tranfmitting in a 
diprttime an account of things which are pad ; fince it 
is known he goes to and fro in the earth : yea, he may 
have certainly foretold fome future events, as Alexander's 
fuccef&againfl Petfia, &c. feeing he underllands and 
may ileal the grea( revolutions of the world, 
out of the prophets ; wherein they are fo gra* 
phically circumfcribed ; or he may difcover his own refo- 
lutions whenever he is commjffioned or permitted to ex* 
ecutea judgment ; which is the cafe of thofe whoni for 
feekingtheir horofcops, God gives over to him to whom 
they do apply ; and of Saul, who got fo exa£l an accQunt 
of his own end by the Philiftines. But without fome 
fuch aid, Satan can only guefs like the phyfician by the 
^rine, or politician by the crifis of dates, which is the 
caufe that mod of his oracles are ambiguous. 

His tranfporting of witches is elfewhere explained. 
He can raife hurricanes, as appears in Joh, which are 
known to carry over tracks of fea and land, very ponder- 
ous bodies ; as it is eafy for him to condenfe a part of 
the vehicle, 'wh'ch may prote£l the breathing and yet cut 
the air, like the fence of dyvers, and beak.ofafloop; in 
.which alfo he affeds the magnifying of his natural pow- 
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Ezekiel and Elijah. His covering of the witches from 
fight, at fome times, is alfo cleared from the difficulties 
which feem to attend it« io another place, where it ap* 
pears very poffible that his fkill in optics, refledion and. 
refra£lion of light, 5cc. to which his power and agility as 
a fptrit fubminiftrates materials, may effeduate all that 
can be proven to be true fa^ in the cafe. 

But Glanvil, More, and others, lay another hypothefia ' 
in b«th, viz> That the foul is feparable from the body 
in fome cafes, without death : when by God's permifliony 
Satao, of the parties confent, gets* power over foul and 
body ; whereby he may carry away the one from the belna 
of the other, and fet it back again in its feat ; providing 
the vital fpirits which make the body a fit receptacle, be 
well preferved by ointments, that conftri^ the pores tiU 
the return of its gueft ; but death enfues from a fepara- 
tion, when the organs of the body are rendered altogether 
unapt to obey the foul's commands in its fundtions. If 
fucb an opinion could be true, Satan might place this cap- 
tivated fpirit to aduate any fhape he thinks fit* * 
But there needs not fo much metaphyfics to unriddle the 
appearances of witches as beafts and the like : fince their 
real perfons may be covered with a vehicle, which by 
difpofal: of the rays coming therefrom, may fafcinate the ' 
eyes by the fame impreffions that come from the true 
£ght of fuch. His power of reprefenting another things 
in lieu of that which is truly prefent, is fo certain that it is 
found he may make up the image of perfons who are not 
prefent at all. For it is undoubted that fpiritual devib ' 
may fometimes be permitted to repreC^nt by phantomi 
the mo^ innocent and praife-worthy men, as devils in- 
carnate do traduce them. He that accufeth the brethren 
and imitates an angel of light, may like wife perfonate ths 
diildreii of light by his delufion^ : yet the antecedents^ 
concomitants, and confequents, of fuch providences, do 
readily propide the falfehood, fo as thejuft man^ for the 
noil part, (ball Qot perifh in his rlghtcoufftefsi and Oodtr 



. 58 

in hU ordinary proTidence, will not laugh at the trial of 
the innocent, though fometimes it fall out, that the Tons 
of Belial may fwear away the life of an innocent 
I/aboth. 

^ There are fcveral other things of lefs difficult explica- 
tion. Particularly, the devil, or witches might have been 
heard in converfc .by the maid, and not by others, the 
fame way as a found dire6^ed through a fpeakiag trumpet 
docs reach the cars to which it is aimed, without difperf- 
3ng towards the intermediate that are not in a ftraight 
line betwixt. The confederated devil, may, upon the 
witches defire, infufe poifonous humours, extrafted from 
herbs of the fame invifible operation with the fteam of 
mad dogs, or the peftilence ; which being joined to the 
rapidous courfc of the patient's own fpirits, humours, and 
blood, that Satan, by ingyring himfelf thereunto, may, 
through the natural means of pnlfion, fct in career, can 
very well produce ihefc extraordinary motions which arc 
mentioned in the following account. They delight much 
in the torture or deftrudlion of young children, in envy of 
Chrift, who is tender of fuch little ones ; and becaufe the 
Clime is the greater the lefs the patient has offended, or 
can rcfift. They ufe, or make others to repeat fcripture 
words for gaining credit, or alleviating the terror, or to 
difgrace the word, by fuch a mock ufe, as they did in the 
time of our Saviour, and therefore their tcftimoiiy was 
rebuted. It is obfervable from many paifages, that he 
haflcns fometimes, and effedts their difcovery, by his ma- 
lice againft their prefent temporal enjoyments ; uncer- 
tainty of their continuance; and infatiablc defire for their 
full wreck. Yet fome of them, who are moft mallcioufiy 
bent, he thinks fit to keep here, as ufeful inflruments ; 
and providence permits others to live, that they, wilfully 
ailing up their meafure, under means, may be finally inex- 
eufable. 

As to thofe, whom in fecret judgment, the devil is 
permitted to torment: but, in mercy, not to overcome :" 
he may be carried thereunto from his defign of perverting 
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them by terror, whereof he U at laft difappointcd. And 
however, the defacing of God's imuge, and cfpeciallyin 
defpight of Jefus Chrlft^ whb honoured that nature by 
affuming it, is hfs chief delight : or he is condrained to . 
make fuch flupendous appearances againft his urill (be* 
caufe he is mod fucccfsful when he is lead known) for « 
vifible teftimony fuperadded to the greater gofpel proofs^ 
in grofs times, that there are fpiritsand a devil to torment 
them, as it is obfervable that this was denied by Mr. 
Aikenhead (though he died in full convidion thereof) at 
the time when thefe things fell out in the country. Or 
providence may tolerate fuch fufferings, that th^ though 
intended by the devil for an inftance of malice,^ may, hy .. 
their notoriety, be a mean of moving the difcovery, and , 
bringing to juftice thefe mifcrcants, whom he made ufe : 
of as his inftruments ia them: and who may hare lived, 
long in rebellion againft heaven, and deftrudlion of man- 
kind, by malefices of the fame fort, which fell out in this 
cafe. Finally, the abundant and e£Scacious grace of 
God is confpicuous in enabling a young girl to reiift to 
the utmoft, the beil laid aflaults of the evil one, as it is 
certain that he (hews the greateft malice in countries 
where he is hated and hateth moit, and the nearer his 
reign be to an end. 

There are many other profitable inftrudtions which arife 
from this wonderful providence, for fiuch difpenfationt 
have their own language, and the man of wifdom fhall fee 
God's name. 

The ufages of charms for men or beafts, certain charac- 
ters, words, verfes, and fpells ; the obfervation of timet 
and ieafons as lucky, or unlucky ; the belief of having 
fHccefs by carrying about fome herbs, plants, or branches 
of trees, and many the like fuperftitions, which can 
have no natural cafuaky on the effeds dcfired, are the 
rcry rudiments of witchcraft, and an implicit application 
to the devil for virtues which God has denied to things ; 
whence they arc to be abhorred as iinful in themfelv^s and 
introdudory to explicit cngagcmeat. So grofs ignorance. 
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profaiitf looCeneft, ftupid forgctfulnefs of CJod» and ne- 
glect of his worfliip in clofeU and families ; malice, envy, 
revenge, difcontent, opprefiivc fear of want, and dillruflful 
anxiety of fpirit/ finally, a libidinoQs temper, carfee^ im- 
precations, and finful curioiity, are to be evited as paving 
tlie way to the fame mifchicf. 

Let pone inrcigh again ft a profefiion of religion, be- 
caufe fome under that fpcc'ious covert have been found Li ■ 
league with the devil. . It is becaufe of the gloriouf 
lufire and excellency of our holy faith, that thefe mifcrc* 
ants paint themff Ives with it, whereby likewife they may 
be lefs fufpe£ied. And more able, fubtily to gain on o- 
thers, and do thetr mafter's work. So it was no ftaia on 
the apofties that one of their number had a devil, was a 
traitor and cheat ; nor that Satan transforms himfelf in- . 
to an angei of light, of defign that the good ways of the 
Lord may be evil fpoken of. Neither let us be under a 
ilavifh fear and terror of thai, helllfh tribe, in truckling to , 
their humour, leaft they ihould do harm, which favours of 
worfhipping and paying homage td the devil ; whereas we 
ought only to make the Lord of hofts our fear and our 
dread. 

There Is no juft ground to refleA on particular perfona 
or families, upon account of fuch troubUs. For no roan 
knoweth either love or hatred by all that*s before theror 
AH things come alike to all. A nd fuppojQp ye that thefe 
were finners above all the Galileans, or above all that 
dwelt in Jerufalem ? The infinite wife God may thua 
try faith, patience, and Chriftian fortitude. Jcfband our < 
Saviour were aifaulted ; and (even devils caft out of Mary 
Magdalene a Jchofen vefiel unto the Lord. A daughter 
of Abraham's was bound by Satan eighteen years; and 
his meffenger was fent to buffet the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles, The woman of Canaan^ Matth. xv« 
22. and the godly man, Mark ix. 24. had their • 
neareil relations vexed in this manner 1 and blefied- 
be the Lord that has left fuch inftances on record for pre- . 
ventionofftumbling. Though it muft be confcffed that 
fame charity which judges well of all things <^Qn«t 



Imt fclter its remirk, when its proof is fufficicntly clear 
from ^he way in which the pef fon afFcAed did formerly 
walk, dnce prefamptionsdo always cede to truth, and 
lawyers have a maxloi, that in re clara non eil locus coa- 
jeAuris. 

Thefe things may meet witKa very different reception, 
cfpecially is this unhappy age and place of the worlds 
where Britain maybe termed the unfortunate ifland; Afric 
Hcver having been m«re fertile in the produd^ion of raon- 
flers ; fince 'tis obferved that through all the fucceilions 
of men, there was never before, any fociety or coUedtire 
body of atheifts, till thefe dregs of time; though there 
might have been here and there fome misihapen births* 
Butwifdom is judihed of her children, and 'tis the feafon 
of Sampfon to awake when Delilah gives the alarm, that" 
the Philiftines are upon him. What, peace 1 fo long as 
the whoredoms of Jezebel and her witchcrafts are fo many? 
But good things arc hope4 of our magillrates^ who have 
already fo happily begun» 

- The apoftle faid of Job's trials, ye have heard of the 
patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord. So, 
in this narrative you have a deplorable* fcheme of ihii 
maid's formidable fits, and of the powers of darknefs that 
combined, not only for ruining her body, but alfo for 
murdering her foul. In the meantime, the hearts of 
many were bleeding for her, and much application was 
made to God in her behalf. Divers folemn fads were 
obferred, both in ker father's family, in the parifh, and 
throughout the bounds of the prefbytery, and elfcwhere ; 
her cafe was exprefly minded .in public addreifes to the 
throne of grace ; till at length there was a general fad 
r^ligioufly kept in moil parts of the fynod, that God 
might give an efiedlual check to Satan's rage and domi- 
nion in the. country. Boafting of prayers is to be ab- 
horred, yet it is our duty with all gratitude, to acknow- 
ledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the world, the 

• In this cafe it is evident the thing is not a conjecSiiirc. 
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««cellcncy of them, upon thit very oecafion : For ht 
hath not turoed away his ear from u«, it being the com- 
fortable rcfult of thit hiflory, that the girl hath been per- 
fedly well for many months: and i« not thi« a brand 
plucked out of the fire ; and have hot the fplincers where- 
with the witches thought to have deftroycd her, recoiled 
back upon fome of themfelvei^ and we watt execution of 
juftice on the reft. 

The devil could not enter the herd of fwine, nor touch * 
one hair of Job's head^ without permiilion from him 
whofe kingdom ruleth over all : whence though our ene- 
mies be very indefatigable and invifible, yet we are under 
the conduct of the watchman who neither (lumbers nor 
deeps ; to whom darknefs and light are both ah'ke ; and 
greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the wofld ; 
So that unlefs we wilfully forfeit our privileges, there it 
no fear of counterpoifiag the wicked ones, throwing d(/W~ii 
the gantlet to all their orojeds or machinations, fince nei« 
thcr angels, principalities^ nor powers, fhall be able to fe- 
parate us from the love which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord; 
and though no a^ument can be drawn from any merit m 
mr, yet we'll carry the day again ft all the militia of. hell 
under the captain ot our falvation, fince he will reft in hit- 
own love. It this the manner of man, O Lord God ? 
yet a little while the dtvil and his accomplices will be 
caft into the bottomlefs pit, and we tranfported into Im- 
manuel's land. 

It will not be a natural fturdinefs of temper, nor alife«k 
Icfs mentioning of the name of God or Chrift, that can 
fhelter us from thofe devourers, as appears in the fevcn 
fonsof Sceva, A(^s xix, but if the Lor^ De God, then 
follow him ; for who is he that will hariif ybu if ye be 
followers of that which is good ; he will give his angelt 
charge of thee to keep thee in all thy ways. Great peace 
have they that love thy law, and nothing fhall ofiPend 
them. And they wreftle moft fuccefsfully againft prin- 
tspalities and powerS| who fight upon their knces^ at 
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tefiftingr of tlie dcv3 It the way to make him 4ee 
from as. 

Yet whom 5>atan canDOt obtain to be tortured hereafter 
be will (when permitted) torment in this fide of time: 
hence if pofTcfltonB of bodies be fo great a plague, how 
much worfe is it to have him retgn hialler of our foals t 
Wherefore let ua watch and pray againil every (in, the 
ieaft of >yhfch is more pleating to him and worfe to Os 
^han the being fo corporally tormented. 

If Satan, as a fpirit, may infinua^e himfelf into oar hu« 
mours, no wonder that by having fuch advantage in the 
temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to floth, the cho« 
leric to anger, the {anguine to lufli and finful pleafure, 
the melancholic to defpair, &c. So they who think that 
ihey.ftand, have need to take heed left they fall, and to 
pray that the watchman of Ifrael may m-ikc an hedge a* 
^out them and their houfe, and about all that they have 
•n every fide. 

JLet this not only roufe our diligence and ilir up our 
.|^ratttude for not being affe£led alike: but let it recal 
•ur admiration and love of Jefus Chriil, who hath freed 
our fouls and bodies from the power and flavery of Satan; 
and finding ourfelves too weak for him, in awarding thefe 
fieluding pleafures which procure our being deferted by 
God, and are Satan's baits to this fearful thraldom ; let 
ua ruH to the rock of ages for protcdtion and fupport^ our 
fufficiency being only of God. 

Seeing there are witches and devils, there are alfo im« 

mortal fouls of the firft, fince the laft do contrad^ for 

them, and take fuch pains to retain them ; fo that the 

Sadducees, though they have a judicial blindnefs is their 

reafon, are hereby rendered inexcufable by very fenfc. 

Evil books which ftir up and enfnare curious fanciest 

that are feldom accompanied with accurate judgments^ 

.{the foul's looking outward diverting it from diving into 

the depths of truth) are to be retrained ; and alfo luch 

, ridiculous pamphlets, as no doubt, by the inftigation of 

^tjSataDi have lately been feat «brotd» of defign to fru^ 
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tnte vkjgQod vie wbich might be made of. fuch fare 
providcDccgy as are contained in the enfuing narrativey hf 
forging others, or difguiimg this.' 

This has been delayed fo long to be publifhed, partly 
that there might be the more narrow fcrutiny made into 
the matters of fa& : and partly, by fome accidents wbich 
did retard it. In it the reader is not to expert any ac- 
curacy of fiyle, bccaufe the de/igned fhortncfs did occa- 
fion the wrapping up of much matter in fmall bounds, 
and the pun^ual exa^nefs of truth in every circumftance 
was the chief aim, fo that other defeats ought to be the 
IcU quarrelled* 

The firfl edition of this Preface, Narrative, &c. was print- 
ed at Edinburgh, by James Watfon in 1 698, and entit- 
led, ** True Narrative of the fuffcrings ahd rcli.ef of a 
Young Girl, who was ftrangely molcfted by evil fpirits 
and their iDftruments in 'the weft. Colledted from 
authentic tcftimonies, with a preface and poftfcript. 

CoBtainin^ reflections on what is mod material or 
curious, either in the hidory or trial of the Seven 
Witches who were condemned and bur^t 
IB the Gallowgreen of Paifley. 

Job li. 6. An J the Lord f aid unto Satan^ behold^ hi u m 

thitif hands but favc his life, 
Matth. XV. at. Ua'oe mercy upon «/, Lord, thoufon Bf 

David; my daughter ii grievoujly vexed with a devii, 
RoM.xv 20. And the God oj peace Jhall irvi/e Satan undffr 

your/ceijhort/y." 
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JLT was about the end of Auguft i6^f when the £rft 
rife and occafion was glven^ (fo far as can be known) to 
thefe ftrange things that befcl the child, who . is the lub- 
jcft of this natratiycy and the manner was thus t 

Chriftian Shaw, daughter to a gentleman of good ac- 
county called John Shaw, laird of Bargarran*, in the pa* 
xiih, of Erfkine, within thejhire of Renfrew: a fmart 
lively girl, and of good inclinations, about eleven 7ears of 
age, perceiving one^f the maids of the houfe, named Ka« 
therine Campbell, to fteal and drink fome milk, (he told 
I^er mother of it ; whereupon the maid Campbell (being 
f young wQQiapof a proud and revengeful temper, and 

* «* A little towards the fonth from the caftle of Erikine, ftacds 
the houfe of Bargarran, the feat of John Shaw of Bargamn, whofe 
iDceflort, for nigh ihrce hundred years, have ooflefled^efe land«» 
and derive their defccnC from a younger brother of the family of 
fiauchie, now reprefented by Sir John Shaw of Greenock (anno 
1697). The intermarriages of this houfe have been with fome of 
Ihe moft coofiderable gentry of this country ; as the families of 
-Kelfoeland, Mains, Raifs, Wood^ead» Qlorat, Livingftone of HaiA- 
'^ng,Ct»igei^dS| andNorthbar.'^ 

Gravffurd'i Hifiorj p/thi Shirt of Jttn/riV!' 

G 



jiO;Qca addiAed to cciritng and fwearing tipott aay liglit 
occaiion, and otherwife given to purloining) did, in a 
moft hideout rage, thrice imprecate the carfe of God 
apon the child ; and at the fame time did thrice ntter 
thefe horrid ivords. The detil hark (that is, drag) your 
fpul through hell. Thi* paft upon Monday, Auguft 1 7tht 
inprefence offeteralwitncflety who afterwards made cvi* 
dence of it. . 

Upon the Friday following, being Auguft a rst, about 
fun-riiing, one Agnes Naefmith, ^an old widow woman» 
ignorant, and of a snalicious dispolition, addiAcd to 
threatnings, (which fometimes were obferved to be fol- 
lowed with fatal events), who lived in the neighbourhoodi 
came to Bargarran's houfe ; where finding the child, 
Chriftian, in the court with her younger Mer, fhe afked 
Jbow the lady and young child did, and how old the young 
fucking, child was; to, which Chrrftian replied^ what. do 
X know \ Then Agnes a!ked, how herfelf did, and how 
old fhe was ; to which fhe anfwered, that fhe was well| 
and in the eleventh year of her age. 

On I he Saturday night thereafter, being Aug. 2«, the . 
child went to bed in gbod health ; but fo foqn as fhe itil 
aileep, began to ftruggle and cry, Help, help ! and- 
then fuddenly got uj), and did fly over the top oi a rely- 
ing bedi where flie was lying (her father, mother, an^ 
others being in the room, and to their great afloniihment 
and admiration) with fuch violence, that probably hef 
brains had been daflied out, If a wotnan, providentially 
Handing by, and fupported by a door at her back, had 
not broke the force of the child's motion ; who beings 
laid in another bed, remained (liffand infcnfible as i^ fh<e 
had bcei> dead, for the fpace of haii an hour ; but for 
forty-eight hours thereafter could not fleep, crying out 
of violept pains through her whole body, and no fooner 
began to fleep or turn drowfy but fcemed greatly afirighf* 
Cd, crying ftill, Help^ help. 

After this the pain fixt in her left fide, and her body 
^iras oftea fo beiit and rigid^ as ^e l^ood likc.a bow M 
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htr feet and neck at oncCi and continued witKout .powCft 
of fpeecby except in fome (hort intervals, for eight dajs; 
during which timei fhe had fcarce. half an hour's intet- 
mifiion together, the fitg taking her fuddenly, and both 
coming on and going off hj a.iw«riF or fhort deliquium, 
but appeared perfe6ll7 well and fenAble in the intervals. 

But about the middle of September, her fits returned 
in a manner differing from the former, wherein fhe feemed 
to fight and flruggle with fomething that was invifible to 
fpe£tators, and her aAion appeared as if fhe had been de- 
fending herfelf from fome who were affaulting or attempt- 

. ing to tiurt Jier> and this with fuch force that four flrong 
men were fcarcely able to hold her ; . and when any of the 
people touqked any part of her bodyt fhe did cry and 
fcreeeh with fuch vehemence^ as if they had been kSling 
her, but could not fpeak. 

Before this time, as* fhe was felzed with the Irouble, 
her parents had cabled for phyficians from Paiflcy, viz. 
John White, apothecary, a near relation, and afterwards 
Dr. Johndpne; who took blood, and applied feveral 
things, both at fir ft, and afterwards, without any dif- 
cernable efFcft upon the patient, either to the better or 
Vrorfe : and fhe all the while of thefe later fits bcmg 

. a/fix6ted with extraordinary rifings and fallings of her 
belly, like the motion of a pair of bellows ! and fuch 
(Irange movings of her body, as made the whole bed fhe 
lay on fhake, to th« great confternation of fpedlators. 

Some days thereafter was an alteration in her fits, fo 
far, that fhe got fpeaking, during the time of them ; and 
while fhe wa^ in the fits, fell a crying, that Kathenne 
Campbell and Agnes Naefmlth, were cutting her fide, and 
other parts of her body ; which parts were in that time 

^ violently tormented. And when the fit was over, flic dill 
averred* that (he had feea the fame perfons, doing the 
fame things which fhe complained of, while under the fit, 
(it being remarkable that in the intervals fhe was flill as 
well and fenfible as ever) and weuld not believe but that 
others prefent faw them as w«U jts fhe I in this condition 

Ga 
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Qit eontlnued with fome , but not very confidcrable vart* 
ation» either as to the £t9 or intervals, for the fpace 
of a monlh. 

After which time (he was conveyed to Glafgovr^ where 
Dr. Briibane*, a phyAcian defervedly famed for ikiU and 
«xperience, did by Mr. Henry Marfhall, apothecary, ap- 
ply medicine to her ; after which having (laid in Glafgow 
about ten days, and being brought home to the country, 
^e had near a fortnight's intermifllon. But then her (ha 
returned, with this difference, that fhe knew when they 
were coming, by a pain in her left fide, which (he felt 
before they came, and inthefefits, her throat was pro* 
digioufly drawn down toward her breaft, and her tongae 
back into her throat ; her whole body becoming ftiff and 
extended^ as a dead ccrpfe, without fenfe or motiOR ; 
and fometimes her tongue was drawn out of her mouth 
Dver her chin to a wonderful length, her teeth fetting 
together fo faft upon it, that thofe prefent were forced to 
thruft fqmethiag betwixt her teeth, for faving her tongue. 
An$ it was oft obferved that her tongue was thus tortured 
when (he e(rayed to pray. And in this condition (he waa 
for fome time, with ie^fible intervals wherein (he had 
perfe£l health, and could give a full account of what fiie 
Dras heard to utter while in the (it. 

For feveral days thefe fits continuing with fome Va* 
riation, her parents refolved to return her [to Glafgow, 
that (he might there have the more convenieney of being 
under the do6lor'8 overfight and care, for further difcern- 
ing the nature of her trouble, and making ufe of the 
moft probable natural remedies. But being on her way 
to her grandmother^s houfe at Northbar, (he did thru(l or 
(pit out of her mouth parcels oS hair, fome curled, fome 
plaited, fome knotted, of different colours, and in large 
quantities : and thus (he continued to da in feveral fwobn* 
ing fits every quarter of an hour, both in her pa(rage to 

•The Son of the Rcvercnl Divine, Mr. Matfhew Brilbane, 
Parion of £r(kine, vrhe was defcended from the Bri (banes of 
©ifliopton. nje Cra^vjMrd't Hifiory •ftbe Sbire •fRin/rrao. 
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(Kafgowy whick WZ9 by boiat on Ttmrfday, U(h* ^liitt 
and \yben (he was in Glafi^ous for the fpace of three dayi 
enfuing, (he put frequently h«ir out of her auMith; aod 
in as great quantities as the firft day i her former fwerffiag 
<>r fwooning fits recarring as often throughouc the dayk 
as before : and thereafter from Monday toThurfday foK 
lowing, fhe put out of her mouth coal cinders abdti'tthe btgw 
nefs oif chefnutS) fome whereof were fo hot that they 
could fcarcely he handledi one of whichr Dr. Bri{bane 
bf iag by her when (he took it out of her mouth, felt to 
be hotter than the heat of any one's body could make it« 
Then for the fpace of two days in thefe fwboning fits, an 
formerly, there was put, or taken out of her mouthy 
ilraw in great quantities, though but one ftraw at once, 
folded up together, which when put out returned tb its 
length,- was found to be both long arid broad, and it was 
sremarkable that in one of them there was a little fmall pin 
fonnd« Thereafter were put out of her mouth, bobes of 
. various forts and fiases, as bones of fowls, and (mail bones 
of the heads of kine, and then fome fmall flicks of candle 
fir, (a tort of fir in tha country, that burns like candle), 
one of which was about three or four inches long ; which^ 
when any upon iight of either bones or fticks took hold 
of to puU out, they found them either held by her teeth 
fet together upon tliem, or foi;cibly drawa back into her 
throat ; partieularly ArchibaM Bannatyrie, of Keliio 
younger, obfervlng a bone iik her mouth like a duck (hank 
or leg bone, and eiTaying to pull it out, he declared, he 
found fomethtag drawing it back into her throat ; fo that 
it took a deal of force to get it pulled out. It is to be - 
noticed, that Ihe never knew how thefe things were 
brought into her mouth, and when they were got out 
of it, (he immediately recovered of her fit for that time. 

After this, ihe put out of her mouth fome quantity of 
unclean hay intermixed with dung, as if it had been taken 
out of a dunghill, which was fo Sinking, that the damfd 
could not endure the naufeating taftc and vile relifti thofc 
tiiinga produced ta her mouth, which di^l iieceffitate hiv 
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ft&I torinfe ber mouth with water» after the patting of 
that fort of matter out of it. Then for more than a day's 
fpace^ fhe put out of her mouth a number^of wild folirlf 
feathers ; after that a gravel-ftonc» which in the judge- 
ment .of beholders, had beea pafled by fbme perfons in a 
gravel fit, with forae fmall white ftooesy and a whole nut 
galU (wherewith they ufe to dye and to make ink)» to* 
gether with lunips of caudle greafe, and egg (hells ; dur- 
ing which time^ (he continued as formerly in her recur- 
ring fwoontng fits, with fome intervals wherein fhe was 
in perfeA health : of all which there were many famous 
witneiTes, who. in that city» (befides thofe who were 
continually with her) came frequently, to viiit her. 

It is to bje noticed, that the damfel at the time of the 
putting out of her mouth the flicks above-mentioned, 
.being in bed about eight o'clock at uight, told fhe was 
to be grievouily tormented with fore fits at night, which 
accordingly fell out ; for a little thereafter, &e fell into 
a long fwQon, , wherein fhe had no ufe of any fenfe, 
cither of hearing, feeing, . or feeling ; fo as though oft- 
.times the beholders called to -her with a loud voice, mov- 
ing alfo and tofiiog her body, all was to no purpofe, and 
when the Laird <^f Kellie younger, above«named, to txy 
the truth, gave her a very fore pinch in the arm, fhe had 
no fienfe of it ia the time. After recovery from the fwoon, 
but yet continuing in the fit, fhe fell areafonii^ with 
Katharine CampbeU after this manner : ** Thou fitteil: 
there with a flick in thy hand to put in my. mouth, but 
through God's ftrengtb thou fhalt not get leave : thou 
art permitted to torment me^ but 1 truft in God thou 
^(halt ne^er get my life, though it is my life thou defignefl.' 
i(And at that. time calling for a Bible and candle), faid» 
come near me, Katie, and I'll let thee fee where a godly 
man was given up to Satan to be tormented, but God 
. kept his life ip his own hand ; and fo I truft in G^d 
thpu (lialt. never get my life, and all that thou fhalt be 
permitted to do unto me, I hope through God's mercy 
fii^ll turn (o my adYantage. This man was robbed of all^ 
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and tormented in bodjr, and had nothing, left him but aim 
ill wife. Come near me, Katie» and I'll read it to thee. 
And reading that pafTage of Job, when fhe came to the 
place where hia wife faid to him, Curfe God and die ! 
the damfel confidering thefe words a little, faid, O I 
what a wife has this been, that bids her goodman curfe 
God and die ? (he who fhould have been a comfort to 
him in his trouble, turned a crofs to him ?" Then after 
reading of the chapter to the end, fhe looks towards the 
foot of the b^d and faid, ^< Now Katie, what thinkeft 
thou of that ? thou feeft for all the power the devil got 
over Job, he gained no ground on him ; and I hope he 
(hall gain as little on me. THy mafter the devil deceives 
thee ; he is a bad mailer whom thou fervetl, and thou 
ihalt find it to thy fmart, except thou repent before thqu 
die. There is no repentance to be had after death, I'll 
let thee fee, Katie, there is no repentance in hell.*' And 
turning over the book, citing Luke, Chap. xvi. near the 
latter end thereof, and reading the fame over, faid, 
«* Katie, thou feeft there is no repentance in hell, for this 
rich man befought Abraham to tedif j to his five brethren, 
that they come not to the place of torment, where be 
was, but repent and turn to the Lord, for there is no 
winning out, if once they come there ; now, Katie, thou 
beard this, what thihkeft thou of it? I'll let thee hear 
another place which fhould pierce thy very heart, and 
turning over the Book, faid fhe would read about Adam 
and Eve ; thou knoweft, Katie, the ferpent the devil, thy 
nafter, thought to have ruined mankind at the begining, 
his malice was fo great at that bleffed (late wherein they 
were then, feeing himfelf cad down from all hopes of 
mercy, ufed all means poilible for him to fubvert their 
happinefs, by fuggefting to them fair promifes, and a 
proipedi of advantage to them before their eyes, in cauf- 
itig them eat that forbidden fruit, whereby they and their 
jjpoilcrity fell from that eltate wherein they were, and were 
made fubje£l to God's ctirfe for ever : but God did nist 
Alger them to be at this ftancei but of hi$ infinite mercy 
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flicwed them a better way, whereby they might baVe lif? 
eternal by rcrealing to them that blefled promife, "The 
feed of the woman (hall bruifc the head of the fcrpent." 
No\y, Katie, .what thinkcft thou ofthat promife? but have 
mind of this, tUou'lt ^et no advantage by it, 'tis not 
made to thee, who haft renounced God'j fcrvice, and ti- 
ken on with the devil, thou art his Have, theu deniedft this, 
but I know thotf art a hypocrite ; for I remember, wheo 
thou waft in my mother's houfc, thoU bought a Catcchifin 
upon a pretence to learn to read, to cloak thy fin : Wilt 
thou hear me, knoweft thou the reward of the hypocrite? 
I'll let thee hear it ; remember, Mr. William Gillies was 
ledluring the other day upon the xxlii. of Matthew, where 
many a woe is pronounced againft the hypocrite, eight 
dreadful woes here, Katie, and fomc of them belong to 
. thec;j but I'll tell thee more, knoweft thou the rewafd 
* of the hypocrite : they {hall be caft into the lake thtt 
burns for ever, that's their portion ; doft thou hear thif 
now I thou turneft thy back to me, whenl 'am telling the 
truth; if I were reading a ftory-book, or telling a tale to 
thee, thou wouldft hear that. Remember it will be thy 
portion too, if thou do not repent, and coiifeft, and feek 
mercy/* Again, turning over the book, fhe read about 
PiJate, faying,. " Pilate he made a flrew of cleanfing him- 
felfof Chrift's blood, he wafhed his hands and declared 
himfelf innocent ; but for all his wafhing, he had a foul 
heart ; he would not lofe his office for the faving of 
. Chrift's life j he knew well enough that Chrift was an m- 
; , noceut perfon ; but he preferr«d his honour before Chrifl; 
therefore to plcafe the Jews, and to quench the ftruggling 
in his confcience, he wafhed his hands, and then delivered 
Chrift to be crucified by them." Thus flie continued for 
more than two hours fpace ; reafoning at this rate« and, 
exhorting her to repent, quoting many places of StH|>l 
ture through the Revelation and Evangehfbs. Ai^ 
when any offered to pull her Bible from her, fke uttered 
liorrid fcreechs and outcries, faying, <• fhe would neves 
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fntrt with her Bible as loUg aa ihe lived, Ae would keep It 
in fpight of aU the devils. "^ ^ . 

Betore we paid from tliis/it' will be ni&eilfuf to g/ve tHe 
deader advertifement of foioe iJiinga.' i. That' wHile (lie 
called for her Bible and a candle, ffie neither Heard nor 
faw any of thofe perfoijs who were tHen a^ually a^d 
difcernably prefent in the room with her, '^ and 
that Katherine Campbell, to whom Aie dtre^ed hut 
^cech was not difceriiably prefent to any other body but 
herfelf. And the pinch (he got in ^er infenfible fit, fhe 
found and complained of the pajn of it in that part after- 
ward, but knew not ho# fhe came by it, nor blamed any 

. of her tormentors for it. 2. That thcfe words fet down 
as fpoken by her were the very fame both for words apd 

«,,prder as nearly as they could be gathered and t-emembered 
by the hearers without any addition of their own. 3. That 
although ihe was a girl of a pregnant fpirit above her ag^, 
and had much of the Scriptures, and withal had pretty 
good underftanding, above what might be expelled of one pf 
her years, of the fundamental principles of religion taught 
in the Catechifms i yet we doubt not in fo ftrong a com- 
bat, the Lord did by his good fpirtt graciQuOy afford her 
a more than ordinary meafure of affiSance, both now atid 
at other times in the like debates. 

Sometime after the putting out of her mouth the trafh 
above-mentioned, (he fell into extremely violent fits, with 
lamentable crying; four perfons being hardly able to 
withhold her from climbing up the walls of the chamber, 
or from otherways doing herfelf hurt, meantime having no 
power of fpeech while in the fit, but her back and the 
reft of her body grievoudy pained, in which condition 
ihe continued four or five days witrh the ufualfen^ble in- 
tervals, in which (he declared, that four men, Alexander 
and. James Anderfons, and other two, of whom (he gave 
particular and exadl marks, but knew not their names, 
were tormenting her. It was obferved that many of 
thefe (he named were known to be perfons of ill fame, as 
ihcfc two perfons laft named were. It is alfo remarkable 
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t1bat for fome time fiie kotn^wA. ^dmtme-^ tbc faki A<* 
Icxaadcr Hp|iderf<m> till on^ daj l\CLcame a-begging to the 
door of the houfe, where the danMe! was, vbom fhc feeing, 
immediately cried Qut^ ^tbat trafr he whom flic had fcin 
^among the crew." 

After tbii Ac fell into other- fits, whercm Ae firw tte 
foretiamed per&as 'whh. fome others, and heard and &w 
feveral things that pad. among them. Particularly, (kt 
fometimeft told when /he was to take the fits^how ofteathe 
would take them, (which fell out accordingly), with 
forot difcourfe that were among them rdiattiig to herfdf 
and others. 

About the eighth of Deccn!rt)cr, being brought hoitoe 
again from Gla%ow, and having had fix or feveri 4ayv 
refpite from her fits, (he afterwards fell lato fnghtfiil ai# 
terrifying fits ; the occafion whereof fhe declared to be, 
her feeing the ^^tiI in prodigious and horrid ihapcs, 
threatening to devour. her, and then (he would fall dead 
and illfFwith all the parti of her body diftepded^aml ftretcsh- 
ed out as a corpfe withoiit fenfe or motion, which £ts as 
they came fudidenly on without her knowledge, fo (he ^d 
as fuddenly recover and grew perfe£lly well ; and they 
ufually came on when (he effayed to pray. In which 
time alfo other fits took her more fenfibly, (he knowing 
when they were a-coming, haw long they would contipue, 
9nd when they would return; in which fits her eyes 
ftrangely alterctl, and turned in her head to th.e ^dmtra- 
tion of fpeAators, with a continual painful working a- 
bout her heart, fometimes her joints were complicate apd 
drawn together, and her forehead drawn forcibly about 
toward her Aioulders; which fits (he took by fird falling into 
a fvvoon, and after her violent fits, inftantJy recovered after 
the fame manner. During this time, the fits altered again 
as to their times of coming and continuance ; in which 
fhe fometimes endeavoured to bite her own fingers, or any 
thing elfc that came in her way, alfo when ihe faw the 
perfons before-mentioned, one or two of them about her, 
pointing them out to theperfoas prcfent with her, though 



n 

'%f them unfcens atid fometimer decIaring^ ihat jfhe Kad 
hM of t)iem by their cIoat]bS| particularlyi Dccembct 
] 7* file being in a fore fit, (he cried out of feveral per<* 
ions that wrre tot neirting her; and beitig in the bed* 
grafpf d with her hands towards the foot of it» and cried 
out that (he had got a grip of the fleeves of one J P'a 
jerkin (of jacket) which was, a^^fhefaidi duddie, (that ia 
rs^ed OF tattered) at the elbows . and at that very in- 
ftant, the<k/nfrPf mother and aunt heard the found of the . 
rending or tearing of a cloth, but fawor felt nothing, onlj 
found i&each ot' the damlcrs hands, which were fad dofedy 
iMhen they got them opened^ a bit of i ed cloth, looking' 
attomoffa garment; of whfch kind of cloth there had 
iicen none. iq, the room at that tinae, nor in the whole. 
hoyafct nor near it that any knew of. Another particu*. 
lar Ike told^ ip^aa, that there wan fuch an one among . the 
crew going tc^ prick: her .tongue, which thereupon .was in- 
flantly pulled back i»tolier thi-oat, Hie lying dumb for a. 
coniiderable/paee... Sonietimes upon her recovery from her 
fits, (he tuM that (he heard feveral things fpoken and com* 
tbaded among her ^idi>rs» but duril not make them 
known ; becaufe they threatened to torment her after 
dtis^ or the other manner, if ftie fhould make them known^ 
and acoordinglf i when, by her mother or others, fhe wa« 
prevailed with to begin to tell them, inilantly the torment 
•fell out as was threatened* She told further, that her 
tormentors aj^eared to her ufually with lights and ftrange 
tdtta- of candles, which were fiighrtful for her to look ta 
them. • 

Thus: file continued till the fir ft of January 1697, not 
#nly in the fits fore-oicntioned with ibmc alterations, but 
ieH klcewife by fwooning,: into light fits, wherein fhe con« 
tinned about two or three hours together, fometimes more, 
teiretimes lefs, with vei'v fhort intervals, in which fits 
'fire did not much complain of pain ; but had a great 

Clf itation in her breait,: and fometimes in other pa.taof 
r body, ftrange vnd unaccoimtable motions, which coa« 
^felmied k a greater or ieffcr degree,. dnring the wfa^^ 
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iSme of the ftt» herein flie was fomewhat light, and rAp 
fo fol^l in her mind a* at other times, though in the 
interrals of theie, as of all other fits file was fufficiently 
•Ompofcd ; which fits as all the reft, came fud- 
^enlj oo, and went as fuddenly ofiF bj a fwoon or 
f weff . 

Before we proceed further in the relation, let it be no- 
ticed, firft, that the forefaid Agrnes Naifmitb, being 
bit>aght by the parents a fecond time to fee the damfc^ 
did, (though not dcfired) pray for her, in%. ** That the 
Lord God of hesTcn and earth might fend the damfel her 
health, and try out the verity :" After which, the damfd . 
declared that though the fatd Agnes had formerly been 
very tronblcfome to her, yet, from that time fai^h, (he 
did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on the 
contrary, as ihh apprehended, defending her from the fury 
<Sf the reft. a. It is further here to be noticed, that the 
fbrenamed Katharine Campbell, could by no means be 
prevailed with to pray for the damfel, but upon the 
contrary, when defiredby fome, cur fed them, add all the 
ftmtly of Bargarraa, and, in particular the damfel and all 
that belonged to lier, withal adding t^s grievous impre- 
cation, " The devil let ber never grow better, nor any 
ooncemed in -her, he in abetter condition than (he was in» 
for what they had doneio her/' ' Which words fhe {poke 
before feveral famous witncfles. 3. That Bargarran hav« 
ing prevailed with the (herifP depute of the (hire, to im- 
prifon the faid Katharine Campbell, 4he from the time of 
her imprifonment^ never appeared to the damfe) . (though 
formedy fhe liad orciinarily appeared as one of her moft 
violent tormentors) except once or twice, at which timesi 
it was found upon after enquiry, that (he was not in the 
Tolbooth, but either -in the jailor's houfe, or had liberty 
granted her to go out to church. 4« That at the tinip 
when the damfel did put out of her mouth the hair and 
other tra(h, as above related, Katharine Campbell being 
taktn into cuftody, there was found in her pocket a ball 
#f liair of icTcral 4:obair#| which Was aftcQrards tfarowji 
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into the fire J after which time the damrpl put no more 
haXV crut 5f heV nafouth. And' it is tib be fuilther m>tiaed9 
that ftie faidy (he hear^ among the orevir, vhea torment* 
idg h^F, that Katheriae pampbeli xhade that bail of hair 
foiind in her pock^t^ of i the hajr of tho damfel's hefl4 
which had been cut when her trouble began^aad whicli. 
dfi- ^^ric in colour, 'tk.c ' when con^^arecL < 
V Upon^' t^ Brft day of Januarj, about toi^-o-elQck at 
nighty /kefdflby fwocKUHgt into ^ts diiFerin|^ from the 
fdrqiery in that aftev the fwooning tit was OY^r^ fhfc lay 
^tety Aft \i (he had be«n dead, making.no motion at alt 
with her body in the bed ; yet at the fame time' thofe 
pfvftnt heard her mournful talking, but with a lp\^ and 
hardly ktrdible voicci, and repeating feyeral ilQtic^ in me? 
tni, which they thonght to be cxpreffions Qf thp rife ^ad 
pr<»gTefs'of her ovfn trouble; and thus fhc coQtii)ued} (ftill 
Wthal naming fome of the foremen tioned pisrfon^) till 
her parents and others offered to roufe her, by touching 
aad moving her body x whereupon inftantly (he uttered 
horrid fcreechcs, and cried as if (he had heen pierced 
through with fwordsi and affaalted for \its life ; after 
whfch' (he fell a ilngmg, leaping, and dancing for a lopg 
time, laughing with a loud voice, in an nni^l^Mal n^anner^ 
tearing down the haigtogs of the bed, and puUiog off her 
head-cioaths and neck-cloaths ; in which jcxtrar^gancie^ 
fhe wa| a^ed with fuch a force and ftrength, ^{lat her fa- 
ther and minifter, though joinmg their who}e ftrength ' 
together, could not get her dancing and leaping hinder- 
ed. But after prayer, the minifter finding her.compofed, 
inquired if (he remembered what (he had done in time of 
the fit \ to which (he replied, That (be di^in£lly remem- 
bered her' mifcarriages, and in fpecial her finging and 
dancing, faying withal, that the witches inclofing her ia 
a ring (or circle), and dancipg and (ingipg about her, 
ims the oecaiion of her dancing, whipL fhie then gladly 
performed with the refl:. For fome days after {lie had 
iC6' after this manner, with fome variation; in one of 
which fits; ag (be was t<ai^^? ^^ ^^^ head-drefs cloaths, 
> . H 



h<r parents refoWing to fee what would b« tht evenl, Ai; 
make no hindrance to her ; whereupon (lie flript herfcUT 
of all her cloatht, that were upon her> not leaving fa 
iDucti at 4>er finock upoh her bodjii if that had been 
{fcrmitted* 

After thit, towcrd or about the ijth Jan. Aie fell. int0 
£ts diflerent from tht former. In "which Ihe wa« fuddenl^ 
cHrried awajfirom her parents and others tthatwet^ about 
her, with, a fudden flight, and ill the firft of th<:re (to 
their great amazement) through the (ibamber and hall, 
down a long winding ftair toward the tower^gate, with 
fttch a fwift and unaccountable motioo* that it was not 
in the power of any to prevent her, her feet not touch* 
intg the ground^ fo far as any of the beholders could dit- 
tcirDj being heard in her motion to ]augh in an unufim 
manner ; but by divine providence, the gace being fliut^ 
her motion was ilopt till fuch time as fome of the family 
could overtake her, who endeavouring to carry her bacl^ 
found her iaftantly fall as one dead, and become ftiff ; in 
which pofture^ being brought back to the chamber, flie 
lay^for a coniiderable fpace. And being recovered, . flti^ 
dxd declare, that there^ were about the number of nine or 
ten perfons who had carried her away in a /hue (as Ihe 
termed it, that is, as one/wmging upon a rppe) whereii;^ 
ihe then took pleafure, her feet not. at all touching the 
ground, to her apprchenfion. 

The tiight following, (he was fiiddcnly carried away, 
as before, from her parents and other* who wtre about 
her, through the chansber and hall, and fixteen large 
ileps ofa Vrhding ftair, up toward the top of the houfel 
whe^e ihe m^t with apparritions of flrange and unaccouat^ 
able things, - but was carried down again, as ihe though tf 
#n a fliue orfwihg, ^flerting, after her recoverj, that (he 
met upbn "the ftair the number of fix women and fou7 
men, and hy them was carried toward the gale agaip^ 
where accordingly (he was found, and was carried up as 
formerly, all the parts of her body diilended and fUff as 
^ae (Icid ; in which pofture (he lay for fome time, as^ 
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^hen recovering, declared, that both now and formerly, 
{he had ende^oured to open the gate, and that thofe^ (he 
&w ahoat her were helpltsg her, wltli a deiign to get hef 
to the court) to drown her in the well» whioh (he fa id (he 
heard. them faying among thcmfelvet, they intended to do; 
and that then the world would beHeve (he had deftroyed 
herlelf. It is obferrable that (thef« kind of fitg continu- 
tng with' ker for fome few days) in one of them (he wat 
flopped at the gate, and found in the fore-mentioned 
^ofture, which was neither locked nor barred $ yet 
could they not get it openedi though both (he and her tor« 
mentors endeavoured it. - 

Before we proceed in tbe relation, it is not to be omit* 
ted that as foon as the damfers affli^ion was obferved tor 
be extraordinary and preternatural, there were (befidetf 
times formerly fet apart in a more private Way) at the de- 
fire of tbe parents and minifier, and by the presbytery's 
fpecial order, aminiiler or two appointed to meet every 
week, at the honfe of Bargarran, to join with the family, 
the ralniflcr of the pari(h, and other good chriftians of 
the neighbourhood, in fafting and praying, which ufuaily 
fell to be on^ tlic Tuefday. And upon Jan. 1 2Ch, it being 
the turn of Mr. Patrick Sinipfon, a neighbour minifter, 
to be there, when he came to the houTe he found both 
the minifter of the pariih, and the brother who was to 
join with him had been neceifatily withdrawn ; yet re- 
folvcd to carry on the work with a&ftance of three elders* 
fome other good people being prefent. When he firfk 
faw the damfel after he eame to the houfe, he found her 
under fome lefTer fits which came and went off quickly, * 
and when prayer began (he was quiet and fober during 
the fame, but in time of finging the xciii. Pfal. (he fell 
into a fore fit, of greater continuance, (irft laughing, 
then making fome found like (inging, after that pulling 
ber head cloalhs down over her (Face, and la lily, turningffv 
fo outrageous in her motions that her father could fcarce 
get her holden with his whole (trength, but behoved to 
lie Over upon tbe bed with her in his arou until the ^ 6t 

Ha . 
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ilyatcd : after Kcr recovery from wHich, flie wa» quiet 
and compofed all the time of prayer, and while t;hie mU 
nifier ledlured on Mfiik is,, from 14, to 30. v. wa& f^rp 
attentive^ carefully looking in her Bible the Sk:ripiture0 
quoted, fo all along both in time of prayer and ilagings 
until the whole reltgtouft'exercife was ended, 'and fooa^ 
refrefhment «ifter the fame taken, at thx end of which (he 
told the cpmpany, fhe had fometliing to tell, which Ihe 
had heard fome among, her tormentors faying, ^vhich }hc 
durft not reveal ; tut the minifter and her niothcr urging 
her to be free and not to obey the devils flie fald, Ihe/woul4 
tell it ker mother in her car. . Then cotn'mz from the 
other fide of the table^ and placing herfeff betwixt heiv 
mother and aunt, fhe began to whiiper in ber mother's 
ear; but before fhe got a fentence fully ^prenouuced, fhe 
fell into a violent fit, fo as her mother and thofe next kcr 
could fcarcely hold her till the vlojcuce thereof began to 
abate, «nd then her mother told that flie was 4)«akiflg of a 
meeting and a feaft, tbey.had fpoke of in, the orchard 
of Bargarran^ but was able to fay no more* and after re* 
covery, her mother dciiripg ker to tell the rcfl of it» and 
ihe beginning to whifper In ker ear, as before, could bo( 
get one word uttered till fhe was feized again of a fit aa 
violent as t.he former. Whereupon the minifler perceiv- 
ing her torment, defired them to forbear any further 
troubling of her. Notige, that accordingly there w^as a 
fead and meeting in|hat orchard about that time, of the 
crew, acknowledged and declared afterwards by three of 
them, that confeffed themfelvet to have been there, vlz» 
Elizabeth Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfays, they 
KOt knowing what either the damfel had fpoken, or> 
one of them, what another had confeffed relatjag 
thereunto. See No. ^ of the Appendix, 

About or within a little after this time, fhe was aj^i^in 
fuddenly carried from them in the former manner 4iow» 
a flair, which g^es off frona a porner of the ckamber to a 
cellar juft below it, where her brother and fifler wer^ 
providentially gone down a liuk before, to bring fomc 
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driak from the cellar, and already near tbe ftair foot, 
with a lighted candle, which fhe foon put out ; but thef 
icrying and holding her by the head-cloaths, quickly diC^ 
covered to the reft where fhe was. Upon which Mr. 
Alexander King, minift«r at Bonhill, (being then in the 
chamber) made hafte down (lairs where he found her, but 
her brother and filler had loft hold of her, (he having 
loofed her head-cloatha and let them go ; yet Mr. King 
liaving caught hold of her, kept her in hit arms till a 
lighted candle was brought, and endeavouring to bring 
)ier up ftairs, did declare that he found fomething forciblf 
drawing her downwards, but he ftill keeping his hold, 
ihc fell ftiff, as one dead upon the ftair, and was in thia 
pofture carried up and laid in bed, where (he lay a con* 
iiderable fpa«e. And when recovered of the fit, (he de- 
clared that the occafion of her going down ftairs with 
ftich force, wa9, that the crew had fuggefted to ker while 
flie wa»in the light fits, that the devil was in the meal cheft 
in the cellar, and that if (he woi^ld go down and put out 
the candle, (he might force him out of it. Notice here, 
firft, that when fome fits of this kind were ready to feizft 
her, Ihc femetimes gave advertifement thereof to thofe pre- 
fent with her, giving figns of her earneft defire of their 
help to prevent her motion, which ufually proved to be of 
good effedl, wherein the divine mercy toward her is mucli 
to be obferved. 2. It is alfa to- be noticed, that abont 
the time when (he was in thefe Eying fits, (he ufed to utter 
horrid (bricks and oatcrie», not like tho£e of rational crea* 
tares ; in which time there' were heard for three nightr 
together when the damfel was- afteep in bedv (hriekt and 
outcries of the fame kind in the court, when none of th^ 
family was* without doors, to the great affrightment of 
thofe who- heard them, being that they exa^ly refembled 
the cries of, and (hrieks the damfel ufed to utter in th^ 
fits; whtf afterwards in one of her intervals heariag fome 
of the family talking of Aefe cries and (hrieks, and al- 
lodging they had beearutt^ed by fome wild beaft or other, 
ftid to them they were miftaken, for it wj^ Mar^rc;. 
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And two others of the name of Margaret, called by tbt 
the crew their Maggies, had uttered thefe (hrreks, the de- 
vil having promlfed to them at that time to carry her out 
6£ the houfe to them, that they might drown her in the 
well, where there were eigiiteen naore waiting for 
her. 

After this (he fell into fretting and aftgry fits (as Aie 
termed them) in which tier hnfhovr was croft to sll that 
thofe about hcrcoold fay or do, nothing proving to her 
fati«f»ftion, but every thing difpkafwig, ^her former fits 
Vrithal now and then feizing her) but when reftored ro a 
right compofure of mind, Ihe declatscd that her torment- 
ors about her, did ftnll fuggrtl to her and advifc her, to 
go to fuchand fuch remote placet of the houfe alone, and 
bring with her a fno<Jd (Which is a hVad-laee, foch as wo- 
men tie up their hair with) or a cravat ov fome fuch thing, 
promlfing her rough almonds or fome kinds of fwect 
meats which they tiamc4 to her, and lor that end, to bring 
her apron with her to hold them in, and accordingly when 
fcized agaio with fits of this nature, did refolutely endCar 
vour to repair to thefe places, having a fnood cr cravat 
tfud her apron with her, and would firflfer none to be in 
her tompahy, ^hich put her parents and others to a ne- 
ccflity of detaining her by force, and fhe being thnfe pre- 
vented, uttered hideous fcreechcs and outcries', of which 
in this fort of fits (he was feldom free. 

Thurfday, January 14th, at night, a young lafs or girl 
appeared to her with a fcahbed face ambngft the reft df 
her tormentors, telliflg her fhe was to come to the houfe 
to-morrow aboiit ten o'clock, and forbidding het to ^t- 
iwnl it. 

The next day 4>elng January f5th, in the afternoon, 
the damfel earneftly enquired at her mother and the teft 
6f the fatbily What beggars had come to'tbe gate that 
day, and of what countenance and vifage they were? but 
the fami^ not knowing her d^fi^ii ki ^fufch a queftion, 
gave noheied unto 'it; yctftie ftiU irffifHng, and being in* 
QCmipanywiih h^ lA^hiei^ -a^iii' tln<>th^r>^cilt!ewoinan, ac- 
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b'o'ift four-o*'clock al night,' faid to them, (he thought (he 
.might tell them fomewhat (the time bci-ng now pait) fhc 
was forbidden to reveal it ; but beginning to tell, (he 
pvcfently fell a crying, that flic was tormented and prick- 
ed throngh her whole body, yet recovering from the fit, 
vent on and told it ; the thing (he had to reveal was, 
thit a fcabbed faced lafs appeared to her ycfternight, and 
\v^as to be at the g'atc this day at ten o'clock. Where- 
upon the fervants being enquired at, what fort of beggara 
had been there that day, did declare among others, mere 
hadl&cen a beggar wife at the door,, and a young wonoan 
or lafs with her who had fcabs on her face, and received 
their alms. 

Janr 1 6th and 17th, when recovered of her fwooning 
fits, (he put out of her mouth a great number of pins, 

which (he declared J P — '• — had forcedinto her mouih 

knd a gentlewoman who had been one of hermofl violent 
tormentors. 

Jan. 21. her fits altered again, after this manner, (he 
would fall in them with heavy fighs and groans, and hi- 
deous outcries, telling thofc about her that cats, ravensf, 
owls, and hoifes, were deftroying and prcfling her dowa"^ 
in the bed : and at the fame time her mother arid ano- 
ther gentlewoman, -being in the room' with her, did 
declare, that immediately afttr thfcy had taken 
the girl out of her bed in this condition they did 
fee fo*mcthing moving under the bed-cloaths as big as a 
cat.' 

The fame morning, in the interval of her fits, ihc faid 
Jheheardher tormentors whifper among themfelvcs, and 

fuggeft to oiic another, (naming. J-^ ^— P— the 

An^lprfohs and bthfefs) that the devil had promifed and 
engaged to them, to carry her over the hall window, to 
the end they might drown her in the well which was in 
the court, and then they faid the worl^ would believe fhc 
haddcjllroyedherfelf ; and the fame day, and fcveral day* 
{hereafter, when feized with her gricvouB fits, did attempt 
with fuch force to get herfelfovcr that window, ^hat 



ectators could fcarce with tbeir whole Itrength prevett' 
r. 

About this time, nothing in the world would £o dif- 
mpofe her as religious cxercifes ; if there were any 
fcourfes of God or Chrift, or any of the things which 
; not feen and are eternal, (he would be caft into grier- 
s agonies;, and when (he elTayed In her light fitty to 
id any portion of the fcriptures, repeat any of the 
alms, or anfwer any queftions of our catechifms (which 
i could do eza6lly at other times) (he was fuddenly 
uck dumby and lay as one (liff dead, her mouth opened 
fach a widen efs that her jaw appeared ta be out of 
nty and anon would clap together again with incredi* 
: force. The fame happened to her fhoulder blade^ 
r elbow, and hand wrlds. She would at other times 
: in a benumbed condition, and be drawn together as if 
e had been tied neck and heels with, ropes ; yet on a 
dden would with fuch force and viorence be pulled up 
d tear all about her, that it was^ as much as one or twa 
uld do, to hold her fail in their arms ; but when mi- 
llers and other good chriftiaas (feeing her id fuch iii- 
lerable anguishes) made ferious application by prayer 
God, on her behalf, (h« got refpite from her gricToUf 
I of this kindy and was ordinarily free of them during 
: time of prayer, though feized of them before $ and 
eit, ufually, when minifters begam to pray, fhe made 
at difturbance by idle loud talking,^ whiftling, fing* 
and roaring, to drown the voice of the perfon pray-^ 

• 

Particularly Jan. 22. fhe was more turbulent than at 
er times fhe ufed to be, and continued fome fpace 
T the minider began to pray, finging and making bi- 
ns noife, fetchuig furious blows with her fid, and kicks 
li her feet at thg minider, uttering reproachful talk of 
, and caUing^.^11^ liiog, &c« Yet fhe being compofed 
her fits beidg oyer before prayer was ended, and the 
ider, when he biui done^ finding her fober and in, ^ 



right co^npofure of niiad^ enqutred whyffac maide tach 
difturbance ? To which ifae replled> ihe wat forced to do. 
^ by the hellifh crew aboi^^.h^; and ths^ ^e thought, 
thcj wcT^c none ef her own wqrdftthat (he uttered. ' ^ 

. J^n. 24th9 She faidfome things relating both to her- 
felf and others, h^id bQenXuggefted to her by: her trpublera;- 
but that they had threatened to torment her, if (he (hottld. 
offer to make them known, r And accordingly in effaying 
to exprefs her mind, /he was call into two grievous Ett^ 
in which ihe cried onf of Tiolent pains ; all theparts of 
her body bpconxing rigid and exte^ided like ^ corpfe, het^ 
hpad was t willed rou,nd«'and if any;o£r<9red by force to ob» 
ttrnA fu(:h dangerous motion (he fe^med to^be. upon, fhfr 
would roar exceedingly ; fometimes her neck bone feern* 
cd to be dilolved; and yet on a fudde n became fo fliff, that 
there was no movingof it; and when thefe grievous agonies 
werf over, ftic again a ifayed to exprefs her mind by write,but 
to np purpofc; for inftantly flie was c^ft into ot,hir two very 
grievous fiU> wherein ihe wss, ftruck dumb^ deaf »b4 
blindi smd her tongue, dray/n a^ prodigious length over he|f 
chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the An? 
derfons» j. - r > - P ; ■ ■ ■ ■ the. gentlewoman, and I — rr-» 
D ■ wiih there^ of the hdlifh crew, feme of whoni 

ilie could not n;ime, had been tormenting her in the fits, 
an4 that, there had been fifteen of them. about the houfe 
all the lad night, but were now all gone fa^^one, lyho was 
to flay about the houfe till her fits were over. And accord* 
ingly her brother and fifter did declare, they fa w that morn* 
iBg a woman in the garden wich a red coat about her heady 
fitting at the root of an apple tree ; but Bargarran^ with 
moft of the fervants, being abroad, the matter was not fur* 
iher fearched 

The fame day about fix at night, (he was felz^ed with 
variety of grievous fits again, in which fpmeMmes fhe Uy 
wholly feafelefi and breathlefs, with her belly fwdled 
Uke a drum, 'as like a wpn^n with <:hild, her eyes were 
pulled into her head fo hr^ ih^t fpec^HtorS thoug^ht 0»e 
fhoutd never have ufed them more, fometimes when /he 
was tyipg her own ncck-cloaths, her enchanted hand 
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Would tie them to ftrait about her neck» that fkc hnX 
ftranglcd herfelf if fpe6litor« had not giTcn fome relief 
vinto her ; fometimes (he was in hazard of burning herfelf 
in the fire, offering with riolence to throw herfelf intct 
the fame. Divers times (he did finkc furious blows at' 
her near relations ia her fits, (he would maintain difcourfc 
with her tormentors, and afking queftions concerning her- 
felf and others, received aafwer from them ; which indeed- 
none but herfelf parcel ved ; reafoning with one of them' 
^fter this manner : 

" O what ailed thee ta be a witch ! thou fayefl: it is bulf 
three nirhts fince thou waft a wltch^ O if thou wouldeft 
repent, it may be God might give tbee repentance, if 
thou wouldeft feek it and confefs ; if thoa would defire 
me I would do what I could ; for the devil is aiv ill mafter 
to ferve, he is a liar from the begrnning, he promifes what 
he cannot perform* Thttt callifig for her Bible, (he fai<f' 
1 will let thee fee where he pi-omifcd to our firft parcnti 
that they (hould not die ; (and reading the paflage, fard)* 
now thou feeft he is a liar, for by breaking the command* 
ment, they were made liable to death here, and' death 
everlaftlng. ^O that i* an titicouth vrotd^ long eternity' 
never to have an end, never, never to have an end ; had 
tiot God of his in(inite mercy, ords^ined fonie to eternal 
life through Jcfus Chrift. The devil makes thee believe 
thou wilt get ffreat riches by ferving hirt ; biit come 
near," and h^^g uttered this word, fhe loft power of her 
fpeech, hei* tengiie being drawn back into her throat; 
yet beckoning with her hand to the fpedlre to come near 
her, and turning^ovcr the book, kept her eye upon thatpaf- 
fage of holy Scripture, Job zxvii. 1 8. and pointing with 
her finger at the place, and (baking her h^ad, turned over' 
the book again, and recovering her fpeech, faid, ** I'll let 
thee fee where God bids us feek and we (hall find $ and 
reading over the place^aid« it is God that gives us every 
good gift, we have nothing of our own, I fubmit to his 
will though I never be better; for God can make 
ail my trouble turn to Aiy advantage, accoriling t« 
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^18 Wordy Rom. Tiii. 9S/' wbich place iit tlen 
i-ead, and thus continued reafoning, for the fpace of a^ 

Sometimes flic cried out of Yiolent pain, bj reafon of 

ifurious blows and ftrokes, (he had received frem the hands 

of her tormentors, the Aoife Of which (Irokes, bye-.ftandera 

4iftiu6ily heard, though they petceivecl not the hands 

tbat gare thenu 

One night the girl fitting with her parents and others 

cried out, fomcthing was woxindiag her thigh; upoa 

which inftantly lier mother putting her hand in the dam* 

leVs pocket, found her folding knife opened, which had 

bees folded when put in 4icf pocket ; %ut her uncle not 

trufting the thing, did again put up the Inife, and leav* 

logk folded in her pocket, on a fudden.'flie^ried out, as 

before, the knife was cutting lier thigh, being unfolded by 

means of J[. P. 'and otfaerSf as (he faid: upon which her 

uncle fearching her.pocket again, found the knife opened 

«s formerly. This happened twice or thrice^ to 

t^e admiration of the beholders, though they took 

fpccial notice that fhe nor any other vifiUc. hand open^ 

cd it. 

Jan. a^th, (he was again feieed with her fwoonisg ftiff 
fits, with . this remarkable variation ; her throat was 
fometimjcs -inoft prodigioufly extended, and fonaetimes^s 
ftrangely coptrafted ; fo that (he appeared in palpable 
danger of being choaked ; and through the violence of 
pain ia her throat, and difficulty of breathing, ilruggled 
with feet and hands, as if fome had been aSually Wran- 
gling her, and could fpeak or cry none ; with which kind 
oflBta- (he was frequently feized ior feveral days, and in 
the intervals, did declare, that the fore-mentioned perfons 
and others, *(whom (he could not get then named) were 
ftrangling her,, and that the oceafion of her not having 
power to fpeak or cry in the fit. was a ball in her throat, 
winch alfo was*vi(ible. to fpcAators ; for they did dearly 
difcern a bunch in iier throat while in the fit) as big U* 
,^ulltt's eggi which had almoft choaked her. 
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hcr^tecth fet, \vilien ifhc carried any foo^ to" h<r ift'opth. 
Ihvcfs times alfo ftie was kept from drinking, wbdn at 
incat.; for qo fgoner cpijd flic tailctlic drink, but (he 
was IB hazard to be choak^d' t^'crc^by. atid berfplf fome- 
times woiildj Tiar^ hcjd the cjpp ft) hhr^ betwixt her teeth, 
that it was hot ih the powfci^ pf ttiofc \vfth her to unlopfc 
ft. * And when '^ny thing h^d'fallen out amifl In tlie place 
where fjie was, as the falling and br^raking^of a /C6p, any 
body's receiving. harm, and fuch lite, me would fall 
a laughing and rejoice extremely ; which kind of 
jollity was far from the girl's , temper when at 
herfelf, " ./\ /* ' ' ^ . ' ,- 

• F«b;. itt, fhe'effajing to tell foth.e tfiinjjs fhehad been' 
fbrbidden by her tortpptors to majce knovf n, wa? handled. 
Wrtb intolerable torments. At the beginning of her fits, 
ufually fhe would be kept odidly lo.oking, fomctimes 
towards the chimney, folnctimes tovva;'ds other par- 
ticular piaces in the room, but. could not always 
tell what (he fav ; yet for ordinary (he would name 
focb and fucji perfons, who, (he laid, were then 
come to caft her into fits. And when any dcfiied 
her to cry to xhe t ord [.efup.fer, help, her teeth were xn- 
ftantly fct clofe, her .eyes twilled alnibft rounij in her 
head, and flie vvis thrown upon the floor with the ftiflFnefg 
and poflurc of one that had been fome davtf laid for dead; 
and on a fudden recovered again, and would weep bitterly, 
to remember what had befallcp her. Th<; lanje day, 
wfien Her fit^ Were over, flie faid, fhe. now perccivtd it 
wp by the means of a charni, that fu(jh reftraints 
Were laid upop her, that flie rotild iot tell what the v^itcb- 
cff had forbidden her to make, known, bPt the charm 
might be found out (as ftie faid) by fcarchirjg fot- it be- 
neath -the bed where ftie lay; and ftie having qujckly 
done this herfejf, found (to the apprthenfipn gf fpecta- 
tors) beneath the forefaid bed. an entire egg- flicll ppcp in 
'ihe end, which b^ing itiftantly thrpwn into. the fire, di4 
Mh awayaftej- the manner qJ wax, without any fiolje its 



egg ihellf ufe to make when burning iii the fire. After 
this the girl faid, fhe woald not bow be handled fo fevere- 
Ijf upon effaying to make known what the witches had 
forbidden her to tell, only her tongue would be drawn 
back into her throat, which accordingly happened. She 
did likcwife inform her friends of many things (he had 
not liberty to do, before the charm was found out, par- 
.ticularly, that her tormentors had frequently folicited 
her to become a witch her{el£y and promifed her great 
riches and perfefk health alfo, to induce her thpreunto. 
Which temptation, fhe, through the infinite mercy of 
God, ftill refilled, reafoning with them after this manner : 
the devil prom ifcs what he cannot perform,* and granting 
he could fulfil his promifes, yet I am fure from the Scrip- 
tures, hell and the wrath of God will be the final reward 
of all fuch as yield to this wickednefs.'^ To which (he 
received this reply* (which indeed, none but herfelf per-, 
eeived) that, hell and the wrath of God fo much talked 
of, was not fo formidable as was reprefented. She alfo 
faid, the witches had inportunately urged her to give 
them her confent, to take away the life of her young 
fifter, who was at that time upon her mother's breaft; 
which temptation alfo, (he was coabled through the grace 
of God to reM. She told her parents likewife, there 
had bees a charm laid up^n the top of the houfe, where 
her youBg fifter was (the ^ild having been fent out a 
nurfing, by reafon of the continued afflidliom of the family) 
and tliat the charm had been placed upon the top of the 
houfe by pinched Maggy» who thereby did defign the 
taking .away of her fitter's life; and that this was the 
£aiife why ftie had fo ofteir, for fome weeks before, defired 
her mother to bring home her fifter, confiaatly affirming^ 
that the child would daily decay as long as (he fiaid there. 
Whereupon her parents obferving the daily, decay of the 
Joffinly even to fkin and bese, brought her horne^ where 
ihe recovered. The girl beiq^ aiked how (he came to 
IJbe knowledge of thefc things j repliedi fomething 
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ijifiakiiig iltUn&lj u it were above her head, hsA 
fuggefled thefe» and other thiaga of that nature to 
her. 

Feb. ,id.. The girl beiog in the chamber with her mo« 
ther and others, was on a fuddea ftruck whh great feaf 
andconfternatlon, and fell a treirbling upon the fight of 
John LindfaTf in Barlocb, talking with her father in 
the hall. She (aid (o her mother, the forefaid L,mdixf 
had %eeii always one of her tnofl: violent tarmentors, and 
that (he had been threatened with eztrenve tortnnu» if fhe 
ihould offer to name him ; whereupon (he was dcfircd to 
go towards the place where he wai> and touch fome part 
of his body in a way unknown to him» which having done 
wi^ fome averfion, was inftantly feized with extreme tor- 
tures in all the parts of her body. After which. Lindiay. 
iK^ put to it« and interrogated thereupon ; but he giving 
no fatisfymg anfwer, was defircd to take the dandfel by 
the hand, which he being unwillingly induced to do, ifajj^ 
wa# immediately upon his touch caft into intolerable<.an« 
gttiOics, herxyes beir^ almoft twilled round in her head, 
and ^1 the parts of her bpdy becoming rigid and i^iff, fell 
down in the pofUire of one that had been laid for feme 
dafi-deady and afterwards got up in aXudden, andteaxs* 
ipg heir cloaths threw herfelf with violence upoa 
himp and. when her fit w.at< over, fpe^atora. did 
alfo take the damfel by the baa(L yet no fuch ejStA 
followed. 

About fix at night there canM^ an old Highland follow 
to. Bargarran, who calling, hin^elf a weary traveller, fiitdf 
. he behoved to lodge there that nighty but the fervanti 
refufing him lodging, gave himfomcthtag by way ofalnu* 
At this time the dana&l being in the^amber with hef 
mother and another gentlewoman, faid to the beft of her 
appreh^nfion; there ws^one^.of the wicked crew xn4>r a« 
bout thj! houfe at thi^t time : whereupon her mother made 
baik with her daughter i^wa^atty towards the kitchcii« 
4^d finding there unqxpededly the Highland fellovv* 
whom the girl then accufedi«t pne of her tormentora^ fkt 



ddlred the Highland fellow to take her daughter by the 
liand» which he being urged to do^ the girl immediateljf 
tipon his touch was grievoufly tormented in all tjie parts 
of her body. And this falling out in divine prx>yidence» 
Bargarran caufed fccure him. 

The next morning, the mini Her baring come to Bar* 
garran to rlfit the damfel, and the matter being imparted 
to him, called for the Highland fellow, and having quef^ 
ttoned him to and again about this matter, without any* 
fatisfying aafwer, brought the child out of the chamber, 
corering h^r face, and almoft her whole body with his 
cloak, and giving iigns to the Highland fellow to touck 
her in this poftufe, as he had ordered him before, with* 
out the damfel'fi knowledge, which he having done with 
great averfion, the girl not knowing of his touch, was in- 
ftaiitly caft Into lift olcrable agoaies as formerly ; yet others 
afterwards tOuchihg her, no fiich event followed. And 
when her, fits were over, fhe befought the Highland fel- 
low, to pillow her the liberty for to difcover and tell per^r 
foMs that haunted ahd mblefled her, whom he had forbid- 
den her to make known : Upon which the old fellow 
looking at her with an angry countenance, her mouth 
was inftantly flopped, and her teeth fet : And being de- 
fired by thofe prefent to fpeak her mind freely, whether 
he wo4ld or not, at length replied, flie feared to do it. 
And when through the importunity of John Maxwell o^ 
Dargavel and Porterficld ,of Fulwood, and fome othx^r 
gentlemen there prefent, file eflaycd to declare her mind, 
fhe was feized with her fits again. 

Before this time, the lamentable cafe of the afflided 
damfel and family, had been reprefcnted to His Majefly's 
itiofl honourable privy council, who upon fcrious applica- 
tion made to them, worthily and pioufly granted a com- 
miiSon to a noble lord and fome worthy gentlemen, to 
make inquiry into the fame. ,By virtue of this commif- 
fion, fome fufpefled perfons were felzfcd ; particularly 
Feb. 4. Alexander Anderfon, an ignorant, irreligious fel- 
low, who had been always of evil fame, and accufed by 

H 2 
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tlic affllAed damfel, by a fpecial order -from the commit 
iioncrs for inquiry, was apprehended and committed to 
prifon ; as was Slfo Ellfabeth Anderfon his daughter, 
upon flagrant prcfumptions of witchcraft ; for the other 
y^ar, Jean Fulton, }ict grandmother, an old fcandaloas 
woman, being cited before the kirk-feflion, and accufed 
for hideous curfing, and imprecating mifchief upon feveral 
perfons, which had been followed with fatal events, the 
foremcntioned Elifabeth Anderfon, ker grandchild, who 
lived in the houfe with her, did declare before the feiiion, 
flic had frequently fcen the devil in company with her 
grandmother, in the likenefs of a fmall black man, who 
\ifually did evaniflx on a fudden within the waHs of the 
houfe, when any body came to the door. Upon this 
prefumption waslhe fald Ellfabeth Anderfon feized with 
her father, and committed to cuflody ; but at firft moft 
obflinately denied acceffion any manner of way to the fin 
of witchcraft, until afterwards, when ferioudy impor- 
tuned and dealt with in the prifon by two geatleman^ did| 
before fhe came to Bargarran's houfe, confefs her guilt, 
without Bargarran's knowledge at that time. And that 
file had been at feveral meetings with the devil and witch- 
es, and amongfl others, fhe did declare her own father, and 
the foremention^d Highland fellow, to have been adtlYe 
, inftrumc.nts of the girl's trouble ; and gave, before (he 
was confronted with him, exa6^ marks of this Highland 
body, and though fhe declared fhe knew not hfs name: yet 
v/hen confronted with him, did' ace ufe him, and aiHrm he 
was the perfon fhe fpoke of. Se^ No» A efthe Appendix* 
February 5thi a quorum of the commiffioncrs being 
met at Bargarran, and the perfoas then delated by Ellfa- 
beth Anderfon to have been at meetings^^ith the devil, 
and adlivc inftrumentjof the damfel's trouble, viz. Alex- 
ander Anderfon her father, Agnes Nacfmith, Margaret 
Fultoun, James Lindfay alias Uurat, John Lindfay alias 
Bifhop, Katharine Campbell were all of them (excepting 
John Lindfay alias Bifhop, was not then apprehended), 
confronted with Katharine Shaw before the lord Blan. 



tfre, add th% ti?ft of Ae doAimiffioncrs at *6argarriiM, i 
feveral otlwr geAtlem«n of note, and miniftcrs then . j 
fciit, and accu(M by her as her tormentors. And t| 
HaYin^^ all fevtfrally touched her in prefencc of the comt: 
fioners, (he w^s at each of then* tOHches feizcd with gri 
oas £t«.'«ind cafi tnto^intoleinble anguifties, others tl 
prefent alfo touching her the fame way, but no fuch 
feS. ibllovred. And it is remarkable, when Kathar 
Campbell touched the ^irl, fhe was immediately upon I 
touch feized with more grievous fits, and cad into m 
iatolcnible -torments than what followed upon the toi 
ef the other accufed perfons, whereat Campbell hfr 
beiog damped and %on(ounded, though (he had forme 
declined to bkfs her, uttered thcfe words ; ** The L< 
God of heaven and earth blefs thee, and favc thee bi 
foul aiKi body :" Aftct which the damfel when the 
were over, in which (he had been a moft pitiful fpe6ta< 
did declare, (he was now loofe'd, and that (he might fre 
toaoh any of the accufed perfjns, or they her after tl 
without trouble, which accordingly upon trial fell fo o 
and being inquired how (he came to the knowledge 
that, anfwered as formerly in the like cafe. That for 
thing fpeaking diftinftly as it were above her head, fi 
gefled this to her ; and like wife ufually gave her 1 
knowledge of the names of her tormentors^ and places 
Ivhich they lived. 

February 6. The girl being feized with fore fits, fon 
thia^ wasfeen in her mouth, to the judgment of fpe£ 
tors Tike pieces of orange pills invifibly conveyed into 1 
mouth, which (he feemed in her agonies to be chewii 
•and having got down her throat, as thofe prefent app 
bended, (he did fall down dead andftilf^ as if (he had be 
choaked, ftruggling with her feet and hands^^as if at t 
kft gafp, her throat fwelling in a prodigious manner ; 
the affrightment of fped^ators, and when recovered, h 
yet in the light fit ; (he would fay, O it was a very fwt 
•Vapge pill which I got. from the gentlewoman, and c 
i9BftanUy affirm j^e fame, declaring alfo that ihere h 
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been others there prcfent with the gentlewoman, partictu 

larly Margaret L or pinched Maggf, whpfe (irnamc 

{he had neither power nor liberty to etptefs, neither durft 
ihe offer to do it, leH (he ihould be tormented as was 
threatened, and always fell out when (he eflajed to do it, 
either by fpeakiog or writing, which had appeared the day 
before in the prefence of the comminioners. 

About this time, Tbonsas Lindfaj, a young boy, not 
yet twelve years of age, was feized, upon flagrant pre^ 
fuiQptions of witchcraft ; he had faid before feveral credit* 
ble perfoAf, the devil was his father, and if he pkafed he 
could fly in the likenefs of a crow upon the maft of a 
fhip. He fometimes ctufed a plough fland and the horfe 
break the yoke, upon the pronouncing of fome words, 
and turning himfelf about wider- (bins ; that i« turning 
hlmfclf round from the right hand to the left, contrary 
to the natural courfe of the fun. This be would do upon 
the dcfire of any body who gave him a halfpenny. Upon 
thefeand the like flagrant prcfumptions he was apprehend** 
cd, who, at jfirfl,. though he continued mod obftinate in 
denial, yet afterwards confefled to the minifler in his own 
houfe, before famous witneffes, compact with the devil, 
and that he had received the infenfible mark from the de* 
vil, which \% vifible upon his body ; as alfo, that he had 
been at feveral' meetings with the devil and witches, where 
he faid were prefent, his brother James, with others, and 
particularly thofe who had been delated by Anderfon. 
This he confefled, with fome other wickednefs ot this 
kind before he was committed to cuilody in Bargarraa 
houfr. 

■ After thfs Bargarran made diligent fearch for Jamea 
Lindfay, elder brother to Thomas, having been all along 
a'ccufcd by the afllided damfel as one of her troublcrs, 
whom (he called the gley'd or fquiat eyed elf (as he wan 
indeed) for that was the name the crew about her gavc^ 
him, who when he was brought upon the place, though 
he did at fii 11 moft obllinatcly deny his guilt, yet at lengtk 



tfarough thfe endeavours of Mr. Patrick Simpfoi, a ncigk- 
bour rainiftery ingcnloufly coufcfTed the guilt he was 
charged with, and in his confefEon did agree in every mar 
terial circumftance with 4he other two, though h<c knew 
not what they had con fcffed, he having not feen them be- 
fore his confeffion, nor had he any cccalion of informa* 
tion in conference with others thereaiient, being immedi- 
ately brought to the place from the tolbooth of Glafgow, 
nrhere he had been fome weeks before that time in prifoo, 
afl a vagabond beggar upon a dcfign to liave fent him to 
foreign plantations. 

A more particular account of what they freely confefled 
and ackno\^ledged before the commiilioners, for inquiry, 
we have for the fatisfa^lion of the reader fubjoined to 
the narrative, with an abllraft of the report made by the 
convmiflionerB to the lords of bis majefty's moilTiooourablc 
privy council, concerning the whole affair 
• February n: There was by the prefbytery's appoint- 
ment, a public fad kept upon the damfel's account in the 
church of Erfkine, in which Mr. Turner mimfter of the 
place began the work with prayer, expounding Rev. xii. 
from vcr. 7. to ver. 15. Mr James Hutch ifon miniftcr 
at Kilellan took the next 'turn of prayer, and did preacb 
upon I Pet. V 8. and Mr. Simpfoa concluded the work, 
pteachiag upon Matthew xvii. 20. 21 . where the girl was 
prefent all day ; but before (he c^me to church that 
mornings (he told, that while (he was in one of her fits, 
the night before, (he hea'd the devil fpcaking of that pu- 
blic fait, and what minifters were to be there, and that 
old man Mr. James Hutchifon (hould (luml^le, and his 
peruke lall off as he went up to the pulpit, and all the 
people (hould laugh at him, and he (hoiild break his neck 
in going home. And when (lie came out of the church 
after the forenoon's work, (he faid, the devil was a liar ; 
for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatened. She was 
all day very quiet in church, although being in fome of 
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her light fit«, fame fpe^ires appeared m time of th^ pubHc 
work, which fhe toM of thereafter. 

About fix at night, thfere were prefcrvt in the cham« 
ber with the damlel, Mr. Simpfon with his ^wife, lady 
Northbarr and others, difcourfitig and conferring about 
her cafe ; and while they were ,confeiTing together, fhe 
told them, fhe would gladly make fome things known tf 
flie duril for her tormentors; and afterwards e flaying to 
do it, was inftantly fcited with a violent fif ; in vrhich (he 
leapt ftraight up^ and appeared as if (he had been cboak-* 
ed, fo it was as much as one or two could <io, to hold 
her faft In their arms j and when the fit was over, Mr. 
Simpfon going about family worihip, did expound Pfalm* 
ex. ahd fpeaking of the limited power of the adverfarlet 
of our Lord JefusChiift, from the latter part of vcr.-i. 
(he was on a fudden feizcd with another grieyous fit, m 
which (lie put out of her mouth fome blood, which raifed 
grounds of fear and jealoufy in the minds of fpe<^atort» 
that fomcthing in her mouth hurting her, had been the 
occafion of it ; yet they could not get her mouth eji^ned^ 
though they ufed raeans4:o open the fame^her teeth bebig 
clofe fet. And in the interval of the fit, (he being aflced, 
if fhe found any thing in her mouth, that had b<;en the 
occafion of her putting out of blood ; flic- replied, fhe 
found nothing, nor knew the caufe thereof: but opening 
her mouth, thofe prefent found one of her double tcctk 
newly drawn out, but knew not what became of the 
toothy for though fearch was made for the fame, it could 
not be found : after which the miaiftcr proceeded upon 
the fame fubjed, but was again interrupted by her 
renewed fits, yet clofed the exci-cifc with prayer, 
after which without more trouble, (he was taken to her 
bed. 

February hz, Mai^aret Lang and her daughter MaN 
tha Semple, being delated by the three confeffants, and 
accufcd by the girl to^ have been adive inttrumcnts m her 
trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran's houfe, 
».ad before they came up ftairs, the girl faid, fhe was now 
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bound upi and could not accufe Maygaf et Lan^ to h4r 
face ; and accordmgly the girl's mother having deliredL 
fomeof thofe who were fitting by her, toj feci fome parts 
of her body, and they having doncf it, found her body fo 
ili£f and indexible, that there w^as no moving of it, and 
immediately again, found fome parts of her body fo con- 
trad\cd and drawn hard together, as if by cords ; after 
thit» Margaret Lang and her daughter, having gone t6 
the chamber to the girl, did in prefcnce of the minifteis 
and others, defire the damfel to come to her, for (he 
would do her no harm, and laying her arms about her, 
fpake very fairly to her, and queftioned her, if ever fhe 
had feen her or her daughter amongft her tormentors, to 
which the girl did pofitivcly reply, (he had frequently feea 
her daughter ; but declined through fear to accufe hcr- 
felf, faying faintly. No. After which Margaret and her 
daughter returning into the hall, and the minifter enquir- 
ing at her why fhe faid No, feeing fhe had accufed her 
before, flie anfvvered, take me contrary, upon which (he 
was fcized with a grievous fit ; yet after her |*ccovery, be- 
ing urged again by thofe prcfent,, to tell her mind freely, 
whether dr not Margaret Lang was one of her torment- 
ors, the child thereupon eflaying to fay Yes, and having 
half pronounced the word, was cad into unexpreflible ' 
anguifhes ; and again, in the interval of the fit, fhe effayed 
to exprefs the fame thing, and faying the word, Tiat 
(that is lofl) was on a fudden ftruck with another fit, and 
when Xhe fit was over, and the child returned to the cham- 
ber, Margaret Lang who was fitting near the hall door, 
fpoke thefe words after her, " The Lord blefs thee, and 
ding (that is beat or drive) the devil out of thee," A 
little after which words, Margaret going down ftaira, the 
damfel came to the hall, and faid, her bonds were now 
loofed, and that now (he could accufe Margaret Lang to 
her face, and declared the occafion of her being fo reftrain- 
cdand bound up while Margaret was,prcfent, washerlct- 
tiig fall a parcel of harir at the hall door as (he came in ; 
being' a charm made by her for that end, which a!fo had 



^ien tht occafioa of her utteriag the w6rd tint, in tflt 
former fit ; and accordingly a parcel of hair had bee^ 
found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang had gonie 
^raight from the hall %o the chamber, which immediately 
%ras cail into the fire and burned. And it is remarkable 
that it could be attcfled, that there was no hair, or any 
other thing elfe in that place before Margaret Lang came 
in, and the girl being inquired what way flie knew Mar- 
garet Lang had laid the forementioned charm upon her, 
i"eplied, fomcthin'g fpcaking diltindtly to her as it were sr* 
bove her head had fuggeflcd that to her. 

About eight at night (he was fcverely handled in hej» 
lits, much after the former manner, and while ihc^was itt 
her fwooning fits, there v/as fecn in her mouth a pin^ 
wherewith fhe feemed altnoil choaked, but by divine pro- 
"tidcnce it was with great difficulty got out. After-thia 
fhe wat fomcwhat tompofedj and did not much complaia 
of pain ; but was dlftin^ly iFeard to entertain difoourfc 
with fome invifible creature about her, and the replies 
given by her, and heard by thofe who took care of her, 
gave them grotiad to conclude flic was tempted to fet her 
hand to a paper then prcfcnted to her, with promifes that 
npon her yielding thereunto, fhe fhould never be troubled 
any more; as alfo that fhe fhould get fweet meat8,a drink of 
fack, a bonny handfome coat with filver lace ; She was alfo 
diftin<Stly heard fay, refilling the tempter, **ThOu ailafil* 
thy fow, (hould l obey thee ; this was not the end of my 
creation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever; and 
thou prom ifeth what thou cannot perform, art thou an- 
gry at me for faying thou fow, what fhould I call thee, 
but thou filthy fow ; art thou not the filthy devil, for as 
brave as thou art with thy filver and gold lace, wouldeft 
thou have me renounce my bapcifra. lyo^L thou prOmife 
to give me brave men in marriage, and fine cloaths, and 
pcrfca health, if I fhould corjfcnt thereunto ?. Doft thou 
fay my baptifm will do me no good, becaufe thou alledgefl 
be was not a fufficient miniller that baptized rtie ? thou 
art a liar, I will be consent to die, before 1 renounce niy 
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Ib^ptifm, O through the grace of God I will neter do jh^ 
Aod thus fhe continued re^foning, being both blind and 
deaf^ for the fpace of two hours ; and when fhe came to 
h^rfelf, did declare, it was the devil who firft prefented 
himfelf, tempting her in the (hape of a fow, to renounce, 
iicr baptifm, as is hinted; and that he did chide her 
when (he called him thou fow, and immediately appeared 
to her again, in the (hape of a brave gentleman, as hav- 
^^S golSand filvcr lace on his cloaths, ftiU urging her to 
renounce her baptifm, which temptation (be through the. 
fpecial affiltaace of the grace of God, efFeAually refilled : 
She alfo faid; that }t1>ad been fuggefted to her by the 
fpirit, fpeaking to her, as. it were above her head*- 
after the combat with the tempter was over, that 
one of her tormentors would be at the houfe ^Qt 
inorrpw* 

. Fcbruaty 15. (he was feized with a fori& fit about twdy<e^ 
o'clock of the day, m which (he contiBiied for more tbaa 
tw.o hours fpace, both deaf and blind. Thofe in the rooia 
with her, cr.ying to her with a loud voice, and pinching 
her hands and other parts of her body ; but all to no pur'^- 
poii:- And in thi» pofture was hurried to and fro with 
tiolence through the room : And when any body bjT; 
li^rcc offered to hinder the dangerous and violent motioQg 
(he fffemed to be upon, (he would roar exceedingly, {omf^i- 
times (he defjred her father and mother and others to 
come aad take her home, (fuppo&ig herfelf not lo be in 
''iier father's houfe) when the girl was in this deplorably 
condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in the neighbour* 
iiood^ «ame to the houfe of Bacgarjrain^ enquiring for the 
lady. ; and having, come up ftairs, the parents of the dam* 
fel remembering what the girl had faid the night beforc» 
•that one of her tormentors was to eome that day to the 
.houfe, brought Margaret Roger to the chamber^ wbece 
the girl was, and fo fooa as (he entered the door.; the 
4am(iel though '^(he could difcern none of thcfe who w«re 
^j^cefetit with heri nor anfw^ them' when they cried to 



irr; yetprcf€Btly faw her, ape! ran towards her,* cryfB|^; 
••'Maggy, Magijy, where haft thou been ? wilt thou take 
me with thee, for my father and mother have left me.*' 
Whereupon fpc6latorf being aftoniihcd, caufed Margaret 
fpeak to the child, which fhe having done, the girl dif- 
tiiiAly heard and anfwered her every word. After thii, 
the three confcflants were alfo brought up to the chamber 
where the damfel was, and fo foon as they entered the 
door, fhc ran alfo to them laughing, as if fhe had been 
overjoyed, anfwering them when they fpoke to her ; and 
Margaret Roger there prefent, being confronted with 
the confeffants: they did declare, that fhc had been 
at meetings with the devil and witches in Bargarraa 
orchard) confulting and contriving Chriftian Shaw's 
ruin. 

The Lord's day following, being February 14. after 
fomefkort intervals, (he was again feized with her fits, in 
which ftie faid, *^ Margaret JLang and her daughter Mar- 
tha Semple,'were tormenting her and cutting her thro'at;" 
which words, through violence of pain, and difficulty of 
breathing, (he uttered with a low aad hardly audible 
toice, and upon the naming of Margaret Lang and her 
daughter (he was tofted and dreadfully tormented in all 
the parts of her body, being made fometimes t« ftand 
upon her head and feet at once, fometimes her belly 
fwelling like a drum ; and falliag again in a fudden, and 
fometimes her head and other parts of her body were like 
to be (haken in pieces, fo that fpeftators feared (kc would 
never (peak more. And when the fit was over, (he de- 
glared, Ma^rgaret Lang faid to her, when in the fit, «That 
flie would give her a tofty,' ^which imparts hot and fevere 
handling} far naming her. 

At this time (he was feldom free of her light fits, 
whith foV toioft part were all the refpite and eafe (he had 
frote the unezpreffible agonies (he endured in her more 
grievous fits, unlefs when afleep T and while (he was ia 
thefefits, no bodj* could perfuade her to pray, yet when 
im a right compoiurc of mind and perfc£Uy at herfclf, ftif 
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would weep bitterly to remember thiiy ezpceffing hA> 
i^af9».leftjtbyit migkt be say erideocc God would 'iot£i£^ 

•bfr. 

FirtbriiscyjiB. Aboutttwo io the afteriiooo» (he being 

. ifiithc light fit, bid, * The devil oow tppeared to. her in 

the Astpe.of 9 mnn ;' whereupon being iituc}s, with gretL 

fear And coaftcrnatioD, was de&red to pnay with an audi- 

.bIcrvatQe, Vthe JLi#rd rebuke tbee» Satan/ which fhe eflay- 

l9gK^do,.inftantly.loft power of fpeech, her teeth being 

,£et».andhcr toagne drawn back into her? throat, and (he 

ftSayiug again, was imoiedLately teised with another 

i^rierous jfit: in whiah her eyes being twifted almoft round 

■tn bcr head, (he fell down as one dead, ftruggUng^ witb 

.ber feet and hands, and. again getting up on a fuddent 

«ras kurried with.Ttoleace to and fro through the room 

.:dcaf . jand blind $ y^t was fpeaking with tome invifihie 

: creatures about her,: faying, *^ with the Lord^s (treogth, 

3thou fhalt neither ptut ftraw nor ftick into my mouth/' 

After this, (he cried in a pitiful manner, thebumbeehas 

fttngcd me, then prefeotly iitting down and loofing her 

dockings, put her hand to that part which had been 

» flipped; or pinched, whereupon fpe^tors did viitbly dif. 

.cern the lively marka of nails of fingers deeply imprinted 

jon that (aoic part of Jier leg And when flic oame to 

Jhericlf, (he did declare, ' that fomething fpeaking to her 

jaa it were above her head,' told her it was M. M. in « 

..neighbouring partih, (naming the place) 'that had ap. 

pcarcd to her and pinched her leg in the likenefs of • 

butebee/ She likewlfe did declare, that the forementioned 

M. M. * inftantly after this bad been fuggefted to her^ 

jippeared in her own (hape, and likenefs as (he ufed to be 

..at other timet/ S^iortly after this, being ftiU feized 

wilb her bght lit, ihe whifpercd is her mother's car, 

f die devil was now appearing to her again in the (kape 

jof a. gentleman c' and being inftantly fcized with kcr fit8» 

in wbich flie was both blind and deaf^ was (Uftin^ly heard 

arguing after thia manner, * thoo thinkeft to tempt mc to 

ike a witdh > put through God'tftrcnglb Iktu Aali t^gfs 
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: faijc the better ; Lcharge thee, ia the name of God» t* he» 
gone and thy papers too. In tbe Lord's ftrength I will 
jnot fear th«c. I A^ill ftand here and fee if thou can come 

: one ftep nearer me, I think thou feareft me more than I 
fear thee/ Then turning herfelf again, r/he was hurried 
to and fro with violence through the room^ as formerly, 
faying, * (he was bitten Or pinched very fore in t her- hand 
with teeth, and nipped with fingers about twenty-four 

' times */ whieh conltrained her to -horrid fcreechs and 

-outcries at every time (he received them, .fliewing and 
pointing with her finger to thefe pjirts of her arm aqd 
leg which had been pinched and bitten, but" neither faw 

, nor heard any about her. And accordingly fpe6latord 

. did vifibly difcern the evident marks of teeth and nails l)f 

* fingers upon her arms and legs* In this pofture the girl 
continued from two till five in the afternoon, and when 

' her mifery was over, &e faid, ^ M. M. told her in the fit, 

» that Margaret Lang, then in. cuftody, had ordered ber to 
handle her after that manner. And that Margaret Lang' 

r.had a commanding power over her.* 

Ft May and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 19th aftd 
20th, ihe was frequently feized with the forementioned 

- fits, and being violently bitten, pinched, and nipped, in 
her hands, neck, and other parts of her body, fo that 

. the clear marks of the nails of fingers and (leads of teedif 
both upper and lower, with the fpittle and flavcr of a 
mouth thereupon, was evidently feen by fped^ators. 

. About this time, when feizcd with her blind arid deaf fits, 
a crooked fellow appeared to her, having his feet deforabed. 
Lis two heels wtying inward toward one another, and the 
foreparts pf his teet outward from on^ another, fo that 
the broadfidc oF-hls feet moved foremoft, andv upon the 
appeariwg of this fellow her feet were put* in the very fame 
po^iire, during the time lie tormented, her. It isto be 

:\ soticcd, that there is a fellow in one of the neighbouring 
parifbes, whofe feet are ex adly iw .that manner deformadf 

. wild has beek a Iqng time of ill l^fflt^ and given up by^a 



confeflants, to have been at meetingfs with the icnl and*the 
refl of the crew, lA Bargarran orchard. 

Saturday,, being Feb. 20th, the whole family being 
gone to bed, they had left a great quantity of peats or 
turf, befide the hall chimney, which the next morning- 
they faw them burnt to afh'cs, though there had been no 
fire in the chimney nor near th^m, fo that the plainer and 
ftonzB of the wall, where the peats or turf lay, were in a 
great part turned to rubbifh, through the violence of the 
fire, but no other damage followed, the hall floor being laid^ 
with (tones, and the peats lying within the bofom of a 
large chimney brace. , 

Feb. 27th, The chamber fire having been covered wlth^ 
afhes in the chimney, when the family went to bed, the; 
next morning, though a good quantity of alhes bad been 
left, yet they found all clean fwept away, 'and no appear-, 
ance of afhes nor fire thereat all? albeit none iathcfi- 
mily that night norncxt morning iiad been there aTtcr llie 
fire was gathered, before this was ohfervcd. 

In fits of this kind Hie cont'nued for feveral days there- 
after, namin;^ the foivmentioned crooked fellou', J. R. 
and Ivf. A. living in the neighbouring parldi s, which two 
-women were delated, by tlie Ji;ee confcifiints to be a- 
mongll her tormentors, and particulaily upon the Lord's 
dayj being Teb. 2 ill, and the Monday following, the faid 
J. R. appearing to her gricvoufiy vexed her, withal telling 
her Hie was commiirioned fo to do, the gcntlewo.nian M.^ 
M having a pain in htr head at the ti.ne, an.l f) 13 ot able 
to come forth, concerning which, it is worthy of reir.ark, 
that the damlcl declared M. M. to have appjaved to her 
about two days thereafter, \vith her head bound lip with 
a napkin or handkerchief, in which like habit or poiburc, 
(he did not formerly appear. 

Upon Thurfday thereafter, being Feb,. 25th, /he con- < 
tinued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and complaining 
of pain in both" her fides; flie alfo told in the interval of: 
her fits, that fhe w^as that night to be in very grievous and" 
fore fits, lier tormentors being refol^red to.choak her, by 

K2 
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pottiHg pins in bcr moutli, which {^hough (he emptied lier* 
ielf of nil that were ih her cloaths) yet accordingly came to 
pafs; m which ihe was both blind and' deaf, leaping up and 
down in an extraordinary manners pulling down whatever 
came to her hand ; and thus continued for fome days^ put- 
ting out of her mouth a great quantity of fmall broken 
pifi«, which ihe dedarciit J R. had forced in the fanse. 

Upon the Lord's day, being the laft of Feb, about five 
o^clbck in the afkernbon, ihe fell into grievous fiti, ac- 
companied with hideous or loud laughing* leaping, and> 
ranning with Violence to and fro^ and thereafter wept fore».' 
crying out of pain, that a little Highlandman (whom (He 
kiiew to be fucfa by his habit and fpeech) was now break* 
ihg her leg; which (becaufe of pain) (hie fcarcc coutd get 
tbid in the htp and putting her hand to the part of her 
leg affeAed, fpe^tors untying her flocking^ dillinAly 
obferved a fore bruife in her fhin bone ; whieh, when 
touched, did fo pain her, that (he uttered horrid fcreechs 
and CTJes $ and when recovered, did declare, that the 
little Highland fellow had given her that bruife. After 
this, fhe put out of her mouth a crooked pin, by which 
ihe told the forefaid Highland fellow having Torced it into 
her mouth, defigned to choak her. 

The fir ft eight days of March, fbe contini^ed In her 
former fits, with little variation, putting out of her mouth 
a great number of fmall pins, often fiainting and falling, 
as dead, upon the ground on a fudden, ag^in ftruggling 
with feet and hands ; by all which, her natural fpirits were 
much weakened and exhaufted ; fometimes alfo fhe effayed 
to go into the fire. About this time, when minifters and 
other chriftians met in the family forprayer, (he ufed at 
the beginning of the work to make great difturbincc> 
particularly, March ad, which day, being fet apart for 
fafting and prayer in the family, prayer begun, (he wa« 
for fome time very compofecf, until of a fudden, a ftrong 
blad of wind forced open the windows of the room, upoB" 
which (he was inftantly feizcd with a violent fit, the mi< 
niftcr in the very fame time fupplicating God, thatt (he 
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might be deli^red from.gatan's bonds ; in \v! icli Ik 3ie 
being both blind and deaf as to all, except her tormentors, 
was hurried with violence to and fro In the room, fometlmca 
falling down as one dead, fometimes finging and maki ig « 
a hideous loud nolfe, fometlmis naming M. M. and o- 
thcrs; who, (he faid, were there prefent, £ffll£iing and tor- 
menting her, withal, namii!ig the particular places of the 
room where fhe faw them Handing and fitting. After 
all which, when recovered out of the fit, {he told that 
a gentlewoman and a little Highland fellow, came in with 
the blaft of wind which forced open the windows. .This . 
falling out upon the Tuefday, flie continued in the ll^ht 
fit without any interraiffion, till the Sabbath thereafter, 
nmt being feized with any of her fore fits : and having 
gone to church the Lord's day folio wiag, was perfe(5lly . 
well for the moft part of the day ; yet affirmed flit faw. 
Janet Wagh and others, in one of the windows of the, 
church, though invtfible to all others. 

Tuefday, being March 9th, her mother and Margaret 
Campbell, her coufin, took the darrfel to.walk with theni 
in the orchard ; and returning back 10 the houfe, her mo- 
ther entering the tower gate firft, the damfcl being at her 
back, and Margaret Campbell tarrying a little while at 
the gate ; her mother going into the kitchen, fuppofed 
they had been with her, whereas the damftl was, of a fud- 
den, carried away' in a flight up flairs with fo fwift a^id 
unacountable a motion, that her abfence waj not in the 
Uaft fufpeded ; her mother turnfug and miffiag her, cried," 
whither is Chriilian and Margaret Campbell? and inftant- 
ly running up flairs to look for thedamfel, heard a noife, 
and following the fame, found the damfel leaping and 
dancing upon one of the flairs, being felased witfi fits, 
out of which when fhe had recovered Ihe told, that J. P. 
had carried her away from her mother's back, as fhe en- 
tered the kitchen door, (her not touching the ground to 
her apprehenfion) and that witha.defign to flranglc her 
in an high wardrobe with ropes, on which the linen ufed 
tp dry, but that the faid J. P- could carry her no further 
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than the place where (he was found, and did therefore 
leave her in fuch a violent fit. 

^ Upon the Lord^« day thereafter, being March 14th, 
here fits a^ln altered, in that her mouth and nofe were 
prodigioufly diilorted and turning about while in the fit« 
her face being thereby ftrangcly and horribly deformed. 
The fame day (he being in church in the forenoon, her 
glove falling from her, the fame was again put into her 
&and by fome invifible 2gent,to the amazement of beholders. 
To whjch we add here, as that which is worthy of remark, 
that all this while an inviUbJe being, haunted her on all 
pccafions, fuggefiiDg many things to her, both concerning 
berielf and others ; but ^et never heard by any but herfelf. 
The fame day betwixt fermonft, (he told that Ais wai 
to be violently tormented in the afternoon ; which ac- 
'Cordingly came to pafs, and when in her fits (he named 
one J. K. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, of 
whom (he faid, that (he had (iten her in the church ; at 
alfo that (he was mailer of thefe kind of fits (he was af- 
fiiifted with f withal afferting, that if the faid J. K. were 
not ftnt for, (he would grow worfe and worfc ; which her 
parents finding to be truc,fent in the evening for the laid 
J.. K. threatnmg her, if the damfel was any further trou- 
bled with her, that (he (hould be apprehended as othera 
had been ; after which the damfel being in the mean timt 
in a very fore fit, the forementioned J K. prayed (though 
not defired) that GoU might fend the damfel her health; 
whereupon the damfel was no more troubled with thefc 
kind of fits ; but did inftantly recover, by falling into a 
fwoon as (he ufcd to do before recovery out of any of her ' 
iits. 

Tuefday, being March 16th, (he Wtfs agviin fci^cd 
with her other kind of fits, all the parts of her body being 
ilid' and rigid ; and fometimes in them was heard eon* 
verdng with the gentlewoman (as fiie called her) vindi- 
cating herfelf of what the gentlewoman alledged againft 
her, viz. that (he had accufed fome innocent perfons aft 
kcr tormentors. To which the damfel diftindly replied, 



thdt the wat a liari bjingt it was yon yotirfelf and noite 
other ever mentioned any fuch tbing. 

Thns (he conttaued until the Friday thereafter, hting, 
never free of the light hts, now and then aKo falh'ng into • 
fwoonAf aad appeared to be aim oft cheaked by<,the meant 
of fome, charms and enehantroents iavifibly conveyed into 
her month ; which, to the apprehention of fpe^Utora, 
were as^if it had been pieces.of chefouts, orange pills^ 
whites of eggs, or fuch-likcy all yhich were diftin6Uy 
obfcrved, t^hen occasionally in the fit ^ opened her 
mouth ; and when fpcdlators effayed to get them out, ihe 
Jcept her mouth and teeth fo clofe, that no ftrength could 
open the fame. When recovered out of the fit, ftie told 
L. M. a woman living In the neighbouiing bound*, had 
put thvm in her mouth« 

Upon Friday being March 19th, (he was vi^l^ntly tor- 
mented with fore fits, in which her neck wws dUkorttd'^ml 
beaded back like a bow towards her heels, ftruggUng with 
feet and hands, fometimcs fliff, bh'nd, and deaf, putting 
ottt of her mouth a great number of fmall pins ; which (he 
fetid the forementioned L. M. had put in her mouth. And ' 
aboat fix o'clock th|it fame night being vi^ilently torment- 
ed, fell a-crying, that if the gentlewoman was not ap* 
prehended that night, it would be in vnth to apprehend 
her to-morrow : for, faid (lie, I have much to fuffer at 
her hands betwixt twelve and one o'clock in the morning. 
After this the'damfel lifting up her eyelids with her handS| 
and looking upwards, faid, what art thou that tells me 
tl»t the flieriff and mv father are eatnln^ here this night f 
After which ^he (heriff, her father, ai^ James Guthrie, 
macer to the judiciary court* inftantly came up iUirs, to 
the amfazemcDt of thofe who remembered what the dam* ^ 
fel ]uik now had faid. The dam fel continuing aH this 
while blind and deaf ; yet was heard (the forefaid perfons 
being prefent) diftin6):Iy to difcourfe with fome invifible 
being near to her, faying, is the (heri£F come, is he near 
me ? and ftretching out her hand to feel if any were about . 
hcr» the ih^riff put his hasd in her'sy notwithitauding ^ 
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which) &c bM to iIk invifible bciag dtfcouffiog with her.'. 
• 1 cannot feci the (henff, how can he be prefent here ? » 
or how can 1 have him by the hand as thou fay eft, feeing 
1 feel it not ^ Thou fayeft he hath browu coloured cloaths, • 
red plufli breeches with black ftripcs, flowered muflin 
cravat, and an embroidered fword>belt. Thou fayeft there 
ia an old grey hatred man with him> having a ring upon * 
his hand ; but I can neither fee nor feel any of them. 
What, are they come to apprehend the gentlewoman ? la 
that their errand indeed ?' And the girl being enquired 
how (he came to the knowledge of thefe ftrange things ; * 
replied as formerly in the like cafe, fomething fpeaking 
diilindly as above her head, fuggefted them to her. It 
18 very obfervable here, that the forefaid perfoas had that 
fame afternoon got an order from the commiffioners of ; 
jufticiary to apprehend the fame gentlewoman, and were 
fo far on their way to put it in execution againd the next * 
morning ; but* being witneifes to the damfePs trouble, 
and hearing what (he had told, viz; that a delay in that . 
matter, would prove to her exceeding dangerous, they 
went flraight on in their journey that fame night to the 
gentlewoman's habitation, and put their warrant to exe* 
cution. 

As the damfel ftill continued to be violently tormented,- 
fometimes lying with' her neck and other parts of her 
body upon the ground ; as if they had been disjointed, 
fometimes alfo eflaying to throw herfelf into the fire. 
About ten o'clock the fame night, (he continuing in the 
fit, her father (who had not gone with the fherifF) be- 
ginning to read a part of the word of God, (he repeated 
the words after him though blind and deaf in the mean 
time, which made fpeflators apprehend, that the damfel 
had the fenfe of hearing in thefe forts of fits^ at leaft 
when the word of God was l-ead : to find out the truth 
of which, her father did ccafe from reading, which though 
he did ; yet the damfel contiuued to repeat the following 
vcrfcs of the chapter, while none in the room were read- 
ij>g9 9nd ihe herfelf bad no book ; withal being heard f^ty- 
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to Ibme invifible hting aboat her. Wilt thou tttA flie 
« part of the Old Teftameat as- well as the Nevr. 

The damfer ftill continuing in the foremen tioned^ts«^ 
fatd unto thcperfons prcfent« that now tt was twelve of 
the clock; oh! it is now paft twelve, fometimes lying ai 
one dead, through the violence of pain and deoay of hef 
natural fpirits, fometimes again recovering, eflayed to- 
exprcfs fomewhaty but could not ; withal putting out of 
her mouth a great quantity of crooked pins, and the partt 
of her body being prodigioufly diftorted, (he complained 
of great pain ? thus flie continued until half an hour after ' 
twelve o^clock at night ; when on a fuddcn flic recovered, 
to the admiration of beholders, telling them, flie might 
no^ go to bed» being told by fome invifible informer^ 
that the flieriff and the other gentleman, to wit> the macer^ 
had now entered the gentlewoman's houfe, and accord- 
ingly going to bed, was no further troubled that night. 
It is worthy of remark here, that the fheriif and macer, 
at their return, did declare, that it was luft about that 
time they entered the gentlewoman 'a houfey which?the 
damfel condcfcended upon. 

. Saturday, being Mardi 20th, about ten o'clock in th# 
forenoon, (ht was of afuaden feized with fits, falling. down. 
as one dead, her eyes quite xlofed^ fometimes agaia 
opening and turning in her head, flie faw nor heard none 
about her, but wis hurried with violence to and fro 
through the room, crying ^vith a loud voice when ^n]^ 
by force would hinder her motion. She being in this 
pofture, and deprived thus of her fenfes, Jamea Lindfay^ 
ofie of the three confeiTants, was brought into the room* 
who no fooner had entered the door but was perceived 
by her, and fhe» fmiling, ran towards him, laying, jamie^ 
where had thou been this long time, how is it with 
thee ? and anfwered him diflinftly to every word he fpake« 
though at the fame time flie neither heard nor faw any . 
other m the room, nor could converfe with them, albeit, 
tried by feveral experiments for that purpofe, parti«ularl)f 
« tobacco box being held before her eyes by a perfod' 
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pr^fent in tbe. room^ (he did a*t fee it ; but as footi as 
it wat put in the haad of {ames Lindfaj ikt inftaDtly en-' 
qutted at him, where he had got that box?^ She cotitintr- - 
ing in this poflure, the flicrlff and her father being' pre- 
fefit, thought it fit to confront M. M. who was now 
cojne, thereby to try if the damfcl would hear or fee her, - 
as fhe had done James Lindfay, which accordingly they 
did : anfd ab (oon as M. M. entered the door, the damfel 
(though dill in the fit) prefently fmiled and faid, I fee 
the gentlewoman now, though formerly flie had never 
frcn her perfonally, bUt only her fpedire in the fits. She 
likewife heard her, when fhe fpoke to her, anfwering 
diftlndlly fome queftions propofcd by M. M, fiich as, 
when it was (he had feea her tormenting her ? to which 
(he ahfweied, (he had feen her the other night irfher fits, 
and further cballenged her, why (he had rellratned hei^ 
from making known the Highland wife's name, tis alfo 
faying unto her, thou pretends thou kno^re'l" not whut I 
fay, thou knoweft welj* enough. Upon all which, the 
gentlewoman on afaddcn (without being defircd) pi*ayed, 
that the Lbrd^ might fend the cTimfc! her health,' fayiirg,- 
* Lord help thee, poor daft child, and rebuke the devil/' 
\^hich words ^vere no fooner uttered than the damfcl fell 
d6wn as dead, and being in this pofture carried to an- 
other room, inftantly recovered of the bind, deaf, and' 
atfo of the light fit, becoming periedlly wdl and continu- ' 
ed fo for fome time, and being thus recovered, and M. ' 
M. removed into another room, the dsmfcl was enquired 
at, whom (he had feen in the laft fit ? to which fhe re- 
plied, (he had feen the gentlewoman, though in the meau 
time (he was 'j;rtogcth;;r ignorant of Jthe gentlewoman's 
ever being perfonally prefent in the room with her. 

Th^ fame day the commifiioners of jufticiary having 
come to Bdrgarran, M. M. and the damfcl were again 
confronted, upon which the damfcl (being in the light 
fit) upon the firfllook of the foreihentioncd M. M. was 
fuddenly feized with fore fits, out of which when (he re- 
covered, (he accufcd her as being one of her raoft vio> 



fc«k 



-lent tormcDtorf, particularly, sicntioning fiicli .and fuck 
timesf in which fhe had in an extraordinary manner 
^filided her, as alfo what words ihe fpoke in her hear* 
ing while in the fit, and which is yet more reniarkablet 
did qucftion the gentlewoman if fhe did not fometirae in 
, Decern, laft, when ^e was tormenting her, remember 
how ihe went away from her in great h^e,. faying, (he 
could fiay no longer, being obliged to .attend a child^s 
burial at home. In confirmation of which we arc reny 
credibly informed, that W. R. a near neighbour <»f her's, 
bad a child burricd that fame day,, and fchat the gentle- 
woman came not in due time, to attend the corpfe ^o 
the burial place, bitt the corpfe being near to the church 
. yard ere (he reached the houfe from .whence they came, 
ihe returned again i.o her own lodging, and fo did not 
^ accompany the burial at all. 

The Lord's day following, being March 21 ft, fhe fell 

»lnto fwooningfits, complaining of no pain,< except nearl<» 

iier heart, faHing down as dead, not only when -the fits 

^feized her, but alfo when (lie recovered, fometlnKS fing* 

iug after an unufual manner^ withal informing fpcdlators 

that J., G* coaftr^ined h^r to that kind of mufic, her 

.own lips not. at all moving in the. mean time, which 

-beholders faw to be true, only her tongue, for preveiit* 

ing of which, fhe f^equen^ly put her hand Is to her 

mouth. And at this time, when either fhe herfelf,. pv 

thofc ^hout her, 9ffered f read^ny.part of the Scripture, 

flic was violently tormented, declaring if fhe did but fo 

SBuch.as hear the word of God read that day, fhe would 

certainly be cxtremeiy .tortured ; in coafirmation of 

which, when fome efTayed to read Heb. xi. 2, 4, 6*' Jl/a* 

^"xl. Pfal. ili. fhe uttered horrid, fcrcechs and outcries, 

^^ conpplaining that' fhe was pinched, in evidence of. which, 

the prints or marks of the nails of fingers wei:e dillia^Iy 

^ fetn on her arms, and being thus pinched or bitten for 

., feveral times with great violence andpain, the fliin itfclf 

,^ was feen to be torn from off thofejiar.ts of her aims aw^id 

* fipgefs, wtcrc the prims ofthc teeth and nails were obTer?- 



; fo that from tbc dcepncrt,*f the woun^s^ the /ore- 

'{aid parts ^ffe^ed fell a*t)l(:cding, which blood Was both 

feen and handled by fpe^tors. Moreover the damfel, 

nvhile in tkis fad aad hunentable conditton^ feemed to 

be extremely affef^ed and opprciQed with fore 'fickiief9, 

as one in a fever, crying fometimesy to remove theAr 

dead children out of her fight ; which (he frequently 

repeated, from fix to nine iq the morning, and fheftfll 

continuing the reft of the day, it was obferved that 

'Come charms and enchantments were put in her mouth 

^as formerly, of which the damfel being very fen fible» -fell 

tlown on a fudden- oQ the ground, putting her hand to 

:fome fpittle which fhe had put out. of her mouth, an4 

lifted fume tralh which (he again caft downto the gronndy 

* it making feme noife, but yet neither feen in her fpittle 

sor clfewhere by fpe^atorQ, though while in her mouth, 

they obferved fomethiQg like orange ptUji, whites of e^gs^ 

^nd pieces of chefnuts. 

' Monday, being March ^2d, the forem^ ntioned 'L« M. 
or J. G. camr to Bargarran's hi9ufe, ^and being confront- 
ed with the damfel, quedioned her if ever (ke had fe^ q 
her in any of her fits, withal alledging that -(he, viz. 
L/M« or J. G. could be- none of her tormentors, becaufe 
the damfel was not nowfeised with a fit, though, looking 
upon her as (be ufed to- be, when {jxt looked upon any 
of her other tormentors when confronted writh them j 
Upon which the damfel being for fometime filcnt. It. M* 
or J.' G>'did again propofe the fame queflion to her; to 
whith the damfel diftin!^]y replied, Yes, upon which L. 
M. replied, perhaps jovt have feen the devil in my fliape. 
As to the conference there ardfeveral things exceeding 
' remilrkkbte, asiiril, that the damfel upon her anfwenng, 
yes, was immediately feised with a fit. 2dly, That how- 
ever! after Katherine Campbell h?id touched the damfel t^ 
pr^ence of the Comniijiiopers, upon the 5th of Feb. laft, | 
.. ;uk^ had ever fince that time, freedom to touch any of her 
* torirentors, without being feifed with her fits, as has been 
tinted, yet true it is, that i^ th«f joom of that chari^ f 
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qcw onli teok p1iice» viz. when any time (he looked npom 
her tormentors in the face, at the very firft look (he wat 
fcised with her fits ; which charm (he declared was laid by 
means of the foreroeptioned L. M. or J. G. and alfo 
V^ken off again by her that very morning before (he came 
to vi(it the damfel, and this (he faid» was fuggefted to her 
by fome inrifible being, fpeakingdiftin^ly as it were aboTC 
her he^^ ; And that therefore the damfel now had freedbio 
to looksLf* M* in the face, without being feized with fiti» 
whi^h for n conliderablc time before* (he could not do, 
vhen confronted with any of her tormentors. Sdlyi It ia 
yet more obfenraU>le» that in the fame morning before ever 
JU* M. came to vifit the damf«l» it was told by the dam- 
fel to feveral perfons in the family, that L. Mf. had taken 
off that ichariB o( her being feized with fits, when look- 
ing any of her tormentors in the face«; but withal, that 
(he h;id laid on another la its room, riz. that as foon at 
t|ie damfel (hould by words confer with any of her tor* 
mentors,' fo foon (hould (he be feized with a fit, which 
Viccordingly was verified when (he fpoke to L. M. or J. G. 
Tuefday, being Marcb 23d, the damfelbeing alleep 
»p the bed with her mother, about three o'clock in the 
morning,' was on a fiidden awakened (having for fome- 
tinne ftragglcd in her deep) in great fear and confternation» 
and being feized with her bh'nd and deaf fits, took faft 
boU of her mother, declanng tp her father and her, that 
the devil was ftanding near to the bed affaulting her, upon 
which (he cried fuddenly : * God Almighty keep me from 
thy meetings. I will' die rather than go to them. I will 
never, through the grace of God, renounce my baptifm ; 
for I will certainly go to hell if I do it ; thou iays I will 
go to hall however, becaufe I am a great finner ; but I 
believe what the word of God faith ; though I have nfany 
fins, yet the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin ; and 
I will not add that great wickednefs to ay other fins^ 
which thou art tempting me to do. It is no wonder thou 
lie to me, feeing thou waft bold to lie in God's face. I 
ka^w thou art a liar from the beginning i and the red 
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coat tliou protnifcs me, I know thou cilnft not ptrtortn ht ^ 
And although I (hould never recover, I am never refolved 
to renounce mj baptifm. It is God that hath kept mc 
all this time from beings witch, and I truft, he will yet 
by bis grace keep me ; not becaufe of aay thing in roe, 
but of his own;«nercy ; and that he who hath kept me 
hitherto fh)m bcrng devoured by thee, I. hope will yet 
keep me.' This conference continued near the fpace ot 
an hour, ^er father, mother, and others being ear wit« 
;nefres to the fame. And after recovery the damfel 
declared that it was the devil, who (in the fhape of a 
naked man with a {hirt, having much hair upon his handa^ 
and his face like -fwine's bnftles) had appeared to her 
tempting her a» aforefaid. 

Until Sabbath following (he continued in the light fit» 
but withal every morning and evening was ftill feized 
with her fore fits, continuing ftill to name M. M. (who 
was at this time fet at liberty); the forementioned L. M. 
£. T. an Highland wife, and '^^ others as being her tor* 
mentors. It is more than remarkable here, that M. M.- 
being fet. tt> liberty upon ball, the very day after (he went 
home, (he appeared again. to the damfel tormenting her 
in her fits, and continued fo to do lieveral days thereafter, 
particularly upon the Saturday, being March 27. after 
ihe was fet at liberty ; the which day, the damfel waa 
heard name her in the fits, and fay to her, * wilt thou 
fay^ God he'p mc^ poor mad or fooltfh child, as thou faid 
the other d<iy before the judges : art thou wifhing the 
devil to uke me ; where is the habit thou was cloathed 
lit the other day ?' 

On Sabbath morning, being March a8th, the damfel 
through God's great mercy towards her, was perfei^y 
recovered, both of all her fore and light fits; bccomin|^ 
«s well, feniible, and compofed as ever. 
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The Editors of the firft Edition of the Narrative, 
which was printed in 1698, have fubjoincd the 
following information, &c* to the Narrative. 

If It fhall be qtieftioned, how the truth of all the fe 
firange things is at.tefted I There is none of thofc parti- 
culars mentioned in the Narrative, but had In the firft 
draughty the witneiTcs inferted at the ead of every parttcu- 
lar'paragraphy and attefted before the comni!iiioners|for en- 
quirey at Renfrew, by the fubfcriptions of the refpcftive 
^itneffes. Biit feeing the placing of them fo now, would 
have occafioned the repetition of fcveral perfons narheg 
over and over again, and would have made this Narrative 
fwrell too much m bulk ; therefore we judged it fitted* 
nbw to fet down the names altogether at the end of the 
Narrative ; and the rather, that feeing thefe things fell 
flot out in a private comer ; but thoufands in this country 
have been eye and .ear witn ff s^ thereof, to their admir- 
ation and raifing of their fympathy, and been fully con- 
duced beyond aU debate of. a diabolical Influence upon 
the afflidtion of the damfel : we (hall now make mention 
of a few, via!', befide the" father, mother, grandmother,, 
and neareft relations of the damfel, and fervants of the 
family, who were always prefcnt with her in her fits ; 
fuch of th6 commlfiioners for enquiry and of judiciary as 
had occafion to be on the place of the events, particularly^ 
the Lord Blantyre, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffcn> 
Sir John Maxwell of PoUdc, Sir John Houftoun of that 
ilk, Alexander Porterfield of that ilk, the Laird of 
Blackball youfnger, the Laird of Glandtrftone, the Laird 
of Craigens, Porterfield of Fulwoodr John Alexander of 
Blackhoufe, Mr. Robert Scmplc, fhcriff-dtpute of Ren- 
frew : and fevcral other honourable perfons of good fenfe 
and prying wits ; fuch as the noble Earl of Matiliall, the 
Laird of Orbiftone, the Liiird of Kilmarnock, the Laird 
of Meldrum, the Laird of Bifhopton, elder and younger; 
Gavin Cochrane of Cralgmure, William Dcnnidon of 
Colgrain, Dr. Matthew Brifbane, &c. and many miaU 

L 2 



i'z6 

ders, who kept days of humiliation and prayer weekly to 
the family* and fometimes in the partHvchurch with the 
congregation, viz. Mr. James Hutchifon, minift«- of the 
Gofpel at Kilellan, Mr- Patrick Simpfon at Renfrew, 
Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan, Mr. Thomas Black- 
well*, at Paiflcy, Mr. James Brifbane at Kilmacolm, Mr. 
Robert Taylor at Houftoun ; and of neighbouring pref« 
byterieSy Mr* Neil Gillies, Mr. James Brown, Mr. John 
Gray, minifter of the Gofpel at Glafgow, while the dam« 
fel was there ; Mr. John Ritchie, mini ft er at Old Kilpat- 
rick, Mr. Alexander King, at Bonhill, Mr. Archibald 
Wallace, at Cardrofs, Mr. John Anderfon, at Drymmon, 
Mr. Andrew Turner, mtnifter of the place, who was fre* 
quently there : beiides Mr. Menzies of Cammo, and Mr^ 
Grant of Cullen, advocates, who were eye and ear wit- 
neifes to fcveral important paffages of the damfeKs 
afflidioc, and the convincing evidences of its flowing 
from the operation of the devil, and his inftrumenta. 
The truth whereof is further adminiculat by the progrefs 
and iifue of the trial, at which were prefent at feveral 
occadons, not only Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Com* 
miffar SmoUet, at Bonhill, Mr. John Stewart, advocate^ 
who were concerned in the commiffion, with thefe others 
before-mentioned t but alfo great confluence of feveral 
nobility and gentry out of the country, fuch as the Earl 
of Glcncairn, the Lord Kilmaurs, the Lord Semple, &c. 
And now we are fure, that after all the pregnant evi- 
dences of the truth of this relation, as to matter of fa6t, 
they muft be perfons very hard of belief that can all«w 
themfelves to deny credit thereunto : and muft need 
conclude, that there is nothing credible in the world 
that ever bath been delivered to mankind or pofterity ; 
and that they refolve to believe nothing though never fo 
fully atte iled which they do not fee with their own eyes, 
and perhaps, there are feme hardened in th^ir prejudicate 
conceits that will not believe even thefe fo far as they 

* Author of the Schema Sacrum and Ratio Sacra, and afterwards 
ProfdTor ol Diviiiity in the Univcrfity of Aberdeen. 
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fliay have infla^ce to convince them o^ their errors f 
but wifdom 18, and will be judified of all her children. 
Among all ingenuoas perfona, we are hopeful this Nar- 
rative» (which plainly relates things as they fell out with- 
out any kind of difguife), will obtain fuch entertainm.ent 
as it is truly dedgned for, viz. That we be hereby more 
and more confirmed in the faith of the being of Qod and 
inviiible fpiritSi and admire and adore the wonderful work* 
of God in the depths of his judgements, and that there 
18 really a hellifh hierarchy and combination of infernal 
fpiritSy enemies to God ; and working all the mifchief 
they can to men ; whereby alfo, there is an evident 
teftimony given to tke truth of what is related in the 
Scriptures concerning the fame, and withal^ to lament, 
that through the juft difpleafure of our holy and righteous 
God» thofe devils get leave to break forth with fo mucb 
rage and fury, and gets fo many among profefl chriftians 
into a hellifii confeden cy with themfelves, to be the 
initruments of their malice, and the adlors of fo many 
tragedies, in the cbriftian world ; to flir us up alfo to blefs 
and magnify our God, that thofe devils and their inftru- 
ments are chained and limited ^ that they cannot work all 
the evil they would, and as long as they will : and there* 
fore tojoin in thankfgiving to God for his deliverance to 
that aiBi6ied family and damfeL Finally, as we are to 
fubmit to fuch afflidions as the Lord may think fit to 
meafure out unto us, by whatfoever inftruments, as in the 
cafe of Job ; fo we are called to watch and pray that we 
enter fiot into temptation, while we have fuch adverfarits 
going about ftill feeking to jdevour us, and to rejoice 
that we have a ftroag prote<5lor, the blefTed Captain of 
our falyation» the Lord Jefus Chriil, who hath obtained 
the vi6:ory over aQ the devils in heU, and hath promifed 
all hit faints a fhare in his vidory, which they begin Iq 
have in time^ i epiftle John, iv, 4. And he hath given us 
hope, even through grace of a fpeedy and certain accom- 
plifhment thereof. Luke xxi. 22. Let us lift up ew^ 
hcads; bccauii^ our redemption draweth.nigh, 

A- 3 
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APPENDIX, No. A. 

Thb fubfcribed atteftatkms of Dr. Matthew BtiAanc* 
Phyfictan, and Mr. Henry Mvihall, Apothecary in 
Glafgowt did influence tbe belief of an ej^lraordlnary 
^ufe of thcfe events 

The doftor, on the 51. December 1^96, teUt» that 'at 
firft fightj when he was brought to the girl (he appeared 
fo briilc in motiout fo florid in colour, fo chearful, and ia 
a word every way healthfuU that he could hardly be per- 
fuaded (he had need bf a phyfician.; but within ten mi- 
nutea he found himfelf obliged to akerhis though ta, for 
Ihe rofe from her feat, and advcrtifed (he was inftantly 

. to be feized with a fit» according whereunto he obferved 
a cpniiderahle diftention in her left hypocbondre, which 

. in a trace falling, ihe was forthwith taken with ^horrid 

. convulfive motions and heavy groans at firft ; which 
afterwards as foon as (he was able to frame wordsi turn* 
ed into expoftulatory mourning againii feme 4i^omcn ; 
particularly Campbell and Naeimith. . Yet be thought 
thefe fymptoms were reducible to the freaks of bypo« 
chondriac melancholy, and therefore put her 4n fuch a 
courfe proper againft that kind of malady. Upon which 
being freed, for fome time : he was alarmed that the 
child was returned to town worfe than ever for having 
his afliltance. He then was frequently with her, and 
obferved her narrowly, fo that he was confident (he had 
no viiible correfpondent to fubminifter hair, ftraw, ceal 

. cinders, hay, and fuch like trafii unto her;^'all which 
upon feveral occafions he law her put out of her inoixh 
without being wet ; nay, rather as they had been <^ried 
with artifice, and adually hot above the natural warmth 
of the body ; fometlmes after fcvere fits, and other times 
• without trouble when difcourfing with him. When fhe 
had only light con vulflve motions, but tb a high degree, 

. fuch rigidity of the whole body, as wc call <•««»<»> (he did 

•;not fancy as at other times, (he faw thefe perfons already 

same^ about her I but the upcaftingof ihe tniih*«hove- 
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tttationcdy did no fooner ceafe, than In «II her fits, wjien 
flic wat able to fpeak any, fre always cried out they 
were pricking or pinching her. He faw her alfo wlien 
free of fits fuddenly feized with dumbnefsy '&c. And this 
he folemnly declares himfelf to have ieen and baiidled, 
and were it not for the hay^ ^raw, &c. he ihbuld not 
defpatr to reduce the other fymptonis to their proper 
claflfesy in the cafealogne of human difeafes. 

Mr. Marfhali the apothecary concurs with the'do&or ; 

and gives fome particular inftances of his own obferva* 

*tion ; and among the reft^ that the girl having falfen 

headlong upon the ground, as (he had been thrown dontrn 

with violence, fell a rcafoning very diftin6ily thus : * Katie 

what ails th^e at me, I am fure 1 never did thee wrong ; 

come4et us gree, let there be no more difference betwttt 

ua, let us (hake hands together (putting forth her hand 

£aid, well, Katie, I cannot help it, ye will not gree with 

me I* And immediattiy (he cried, fell into a fwoon, and 

out of that into a lage, wherein (he continued without 

- iotermiffion for about hilf an hour ; and 'perfe6ily re* 

covered. Then (he told him that (he faw Katie Camp* 

bellf Nancy Naefmith, &c. and many more ; Campbell 

was going to thrutl a fword into her fide, which made 

her fo defirous to be agreed with her ; and when the 

girl told him jhis, flie infiantly fell iato another fit M 

formerly, in which (he continued another half hour^ &C« 

dated ift Jaa. 1697. 

*' The lamentable cafe of the affli Aed dslmleland fsimily, 

had been rep*-efented to his Majeliy'a moil honourable 

.privy council *,'* and'pn the I9tt of Jan. 1697, a war- 

«i^nt of Privy Council was iffiied f , which fet forth, that 

.there wereipregnant grounds of fufpicion of Witchcraft 

in the fliire of Reafrew, efproially from the affliiled and 

extraordinary condition of Chriitian Shaw, daughter of 

John Shaw of Bargarran. It therefore granted com- 

. sniiBoii to Alexander JLord Blantyre, 3ir John Maxwell 

'? ^ V fi • t Vide Rccacdt o£ Pnvy Cuaosil^ i 9th J^su> 1697* 



•f iPoIIok, Sir John Shaw of Greenock, WiSianr Cvm* 
nyngham of Craigens, Alexander Porterfield of Duchall« 
I Caldwall of Glanderftoun^ Gavin Cochrane of 

Thoraly-muir, Alexander Porterfield of Fulwood> ^md 
Robert Senipk» SherlfF- depute of Renfrevir, or any fire 
of them, to interrogate and imprifon perfont fufpefled 
of Witchcraft, to examine wknefTeSy &c. but not upon 
oath, and to tranfmit their report before the loth of 
March 1697. The a^ of Privy Council is fubfcribed 
thus, " Polwarth, Cancellar^ Argyle, Leven, Forfar, 
" Ralth, Belhffven, Ja. Stewart, Jc Hope, W. Anftruthcr, 
« J. Maxwell, Ro. Sinclair." 

An Abbreviate of the Precognition and Report inad« 
by the Commifiioners appointed by his Majcfty't Privj 
Council for enquiry : and the eonfefiions of Elizabeth 
Anderfoa, Jamei and Thomaa Lindfay, tranfmitted by 
thefe Commiilloners, and prefented to the Privy Council^ 
on the 9th of March 1697. 

The Commifnonert for enquiry, having met at fiar- 
garran in February 1697, did choofe the Lord Blantyre, 
Prefes, and took the confeffion of Elizabeth Anderfon, 
aged about feventeen yeart, as foHowa, Declares, ^' that 
about feven years ago» fhe (laid with Jean Fulton her 
grandmother, and playing about the door fke faw a black 
grim man go in to her grandmother's houfe : after which, 
her grandmother came to the door, called her in, and 
defired her to t;lke the gentleman'(as fhe named him) by 
the. h^nd, and which fhe did, but finding it very ^old, 
became afraid ; and immediately he vatiifhed. About a 
month thereafter, her grandq^other and fhe being in the 
houfe together, the faid gentleman (whom fhe then fof. 
peded to We the devil), appeared to them, and fell a 
talking with her grandmother, by rounding in one an- 
others ears ; upoa which the grandmother defired her to 
take him by the hand, being a friend of hers ; but Eliza- 
beth refuliDg, the grandmother threatened, .that fhe 

jPTould get QQtic of the cloaths promifcd %q ber, vitdtb 
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die (hould obey : yet Elizabeth withftood, faying^ * the 
Lord be between mt and him,' Whereupon he went away 
in a flight ; but flie knew not how. Eltfabeth was not 
troubled for a long time thereafter^ till her father dci!r<* 
ing hef'to go with him a begging through the country t 
and (he fayingy that fhe nteded not to feek her meat» 
feeing (he might have work ; her i^Either preficd her to go 
alongfty and took her to a moor in Kflmalcolm, whers 
were gathered together^ at that and other fubfequent 
meetings, Katherine Campbell Margaret Fulton (her 
grand aunt )rMargaretLaftgf Jdhn Reid, frntth^ Margaret 
and Jan^t Rodgers, the three Lindfays, (beMesthe two 
ocnfe(Fant!one8) Sec- and fererals whom (he did not 
know, and the forefaid gentleman with them. He camo 
to Elifabeth, biding her to renounce her baptifm, pro* 
mifing that if (he would confeat thereunto, (he (hould 
get better meat and cloathi, and not need to beg.^ But; 
(as (he declared) (he would not confcnt. Theh he inquired 
what brought her hither, (he anfwered, that (he camd 
with her father: whereupon the devil and her hxher 
weat and talked together apart : but (he knew not whcrt 
about. Declares, that in that meeting was concerted the 
tormenting of Mr. William Fleeming, minifter at Inner* 
kip, his child. EUfabeth confe(rei (he was at another 
meeting with that crew aboTe ^he town of Kilpatrick, wick 
the fore£aid gentleman, whom they called th«iv lord : and 
that (he went with her father to the ferry boat of Er(kiae^ 
where the devil with the reft of the band overt umed the 
boat, and drowned the Laird of firtghoufe, and the >fer* 
Her of £r(kine, with feveral fpecial ctrcumftancea thero- 
anent; particularly that fome of the crev/ would have 
(aved the ferrier, but one ef them, viz. hit mother-in<> 
law ^inftood it, in regard he bad .expelled her out of his 
houte a little while before the meeting. Acknowledges, 
flie was prefent with them at the deftraying of William 
Montgomerie^ child, by ftrangling it with a fea napkin i 
where they having entered the houfe, lighted a candle, 
which was fomewhat blui(h, and Agnct Naefmith iayip^ 
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what if the people aw«ke ? Margaret Fulton replied, jit 
need not fear : at alfo declares, that about five wedtf 
before the date, her Eaither brought her on foot to Bir^ 
garran orchard, into which they entered by a (lap ii 
the dyke, and where were prcfent the perfont before- 
named, 5cc. and the devil, who told that nobody woald 
fee them, at which they laughed. At thit meeting, 
they, with their lord, contrived the dcftrudion of ChrU- 
tian Shaw : fome being for ftabbing her with a- touck, 
othert for hanging h^r with a cord, a third fort for 
choaking her, and fonae fatended to have her out of the 
boufe to deftroy her : but fearing they might be taken 
before the next meeting to that effefk, their lard (as they 
called him), gave them a piece of an unchriftened child's 
livcf to cat, f but the declaranr and- the other two coni 
feifants dipped the eating of it), tdling them, that 
though they were apprehended, they fliould never coirfef^ 
which would prevent an cfFcAualdlfcovcry:' and further, 
feverals of them being afraid that the declarant would 
confefs, and tell ef them as (be herd done formevly on her 
grandmother, they thl-eatened to tear her all in pieces if 
(he did fo ; and particularly, Margaret Lang threatened 
her moil; After two hours of thereby, they difappeared 
in a flight* except the declarant; who went homron her 
foot. Confeffes liketvife, that one night her father 
raifed her out of her bed, and they having gone to the 
water fide, took her on his back, and carried her over 
the river in a flight ; from when<fe they went on foot to 
Dumbarton, and in Mr- John Hardy, minifier, his yard, 
the crew and their lord being met, they formed the pic*- 
ture of Mr. Hardy, and dabbed it full of pins, and hav- 
ing put it amongft water and ale mixed, roafted it ob a 
fpit at a fire, &c. After which her father and herfclf 
returned in the fame manner as they went. Declares the 
particular perfons that were employed' and mod indufirious 
in the fcveral fa£ts before-mentioned, &c." 

James Lindfay, aged 14 years, declares, ** That one 
day he me( with the deceaft Jean Fulton his grandmothcp. 



Sier Viri lioule, vrhert (he took from him a little rouotf 
pt and a plack ; but being grieredt he required them 
ftem her again, and fhe refufing» he called her an old 
witch and ran away* upon which ffae followed him and 
cried that (he fhould meet him witli an ill turn. About 
three 4ays thereafteri he being a begging in the countrjr, 
he met his grandmother with a black grim man, lee*, 
whom (he defired him to take by the hand, which jamet 
did, but found it exceeding cold, and wa« ftraitly gnped/ 
whereupon the faid gentleman (zs (he termed-him ) aiked' 
the declarant if he would fenre him, and obey him, and 
he (hould have a coat, hat, and fevcral other thingti to 
which Jamet anfwered, **ye8, I'll do it* " And after thit 
the forefaid gentlemen (whom the declarant knew there« 
after to be the devil), and his grandmother went ^way, 
biit knowt not how* Acknowledges he was frequently 
thereafter at meetings with the devil and witches, -particu* 
hrly thefe mentioned in Elizabeth Anderfon's confeifion : 
that thetr lord came to James at the (irft public meeting, 
took him by the hand, and forbade him to tell : that 
they contrived before-hand at - the faid meeting, the 
drowning of Brighoufe, and concurs with Elizabeth- 
Anderfon anent the defiga of iaving the ferrier, which 
his mother-in-law did divert. He being pterrogatei 
declared he did not .fee ]. K. and }. W. at committing 
of the forefai4 fa^ : (and indeed they were then in 
prifon) that they with a cord ftrangled Matthew Park'a 
child 1 and that the perfon wbd watted on the trhild, 
finding it ftlfflcd, cried out, Matthew! Matthew! the 
bairn is dead : £lifab«th. Andcrfon concurs in this par« 
ticular; and tells, -that wh«« they had done, they took 
the oord with thtm* Declares, that he was prefent at 
ftrangling William Montgoiiierte's child withcaTea^na^kin^ 
and heard Agnes Naefmith fay, * draw the loup,' &c* 
That about five weeks finec, he was carried..to them im 
Bargarran's orchard, and concurs with^Elttabeth Ander- 
Ion in what was treated there, anent defiroying Cbriftian 
Shaw^ and the charm againft co^feiSng, X«.ikewi£c the 
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Udgcd by him ; and Uitt He has feycr^l tiinea. appeared 
|o Chriftian Shaw both in G)a%ow pud Barg^rran, HFith 
the others that did torment her» and piit iq her mouthf 
eoal cindcri» bonesv hay» hair» ilicks» See. iotendbg 
^hereby to cb#ak her s that he and {hey did oftiei^tiines 
prick, and ftftb her in this itianiier» vie h^ had a ficcdle« 
which if he put io his cloaths* her body would be prick- 
ed and dabbed m that place where hefiiLed the oeedle* 
and if he pint in his hair^ that part of her head would be 
tomientcd: that he (aw her put out the p^nath^y had 
put io, at which time he cried thefp words, Hc^lp J. D. 
who was sdfo then prefeot: that wb^en the miniftera began 
to pray in Bargarran's houfe Mf. iff Tcral occafiooa, Ike 
devil aod they immediaidy went away," ^c. 

Thomas Liadby being below n^vpiburity, decUres, ^<the 
fame Jean Fulton hia grandmother, awaked him one 
9ight put of his bed, and caufed him take a Mack grim 
gentleman (as flie csdled him) by the hand; which he 
felt to be cold ; and who haying enquired Ui Thomaa 
would ferva him and be hia man, and he woul4 give bim 
a red coal, the declarant confeotctd ; and the gentleman 
(whom^he knew thereafter to. bt the devil) gave Wm a 
pip in the; mcdkp which continued fore for ten days. 
Thereafter* one day affiec hiA grandmother'a deceafe, 
coming by her houfe, he thought (he appeared io him 
clapping hia head, and deSring him to be a mod fenrant 
to the gentleman to whom (he had gifted him, and for-r 
bidding him to reveal it. Declares, that one night lying 
in bed in the houfe of one Robert Shaw, he was alwaken* 
cd out of his fleep and carried in a ^igbt to Mattbew 
Park's houfe, wfe^re were prefent the particidar perfons 
named by him, and concurs to the manner of ftrangUng 
of the child with James Lindfay his Brother : and that 
another night, being in the houie of Walter Alexander, 
^e was brought to the ftrangling of William Montgonu 
erie'e child, and agrees likewife in the manaec of it with 
fats brother, only he iajs^ the fca napkin with wJuch 
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^ey cotDm!H«d the, fa^} ^yvzs fp^ckled. He. Kk<wife 
concurs as- to the meetinfif In Barg«fran'$ orchard, about 
fire weeks ago, and what war a(^ed therein : as alfq aoent 
Mr. Hardy; with this addition, that hioiiclf turned the 
ipft whereon the pi<^urc was roafted/' &«• 

It 18 to be noticed, that the three con fefTants were fe- , 
parately apprehended upon feveral occafiont, fo . they . 
(atfter the obftinacy to dtfcover . wa^ aj>ated) did emit 
tbirfe conJFeffions in feVeraf diftindi'. places^ without com- 
munication with, or.]i;nowkdge of another's confeffionia 
manner mentioned in the preceding^Narratiye. The com* • 
miflioners did examine them upon othe^ trying queftiqni 
that were new, thereby to ' make ezperliyifent ^f their 
confonancy or diragreement : but ftill found them'ftrangejy 
to. aceord. The fads did fall pijt iii the aiann^rdeciai«4 
by them, particularljr the ftrangling. of the chUdr^a^ 
death of the mtnifler, drowning, of thofe in the boatt. 
and torture of Bargarran'^s- d^ugptei; mentionfd in the. 
confeflions before ezprcfled'. Fur^hen the comnaiflV^^;-^, 

did confront them both with Chriftian!Shal|r, the, affli&ed 
girl, and the perfons declared, (whom^hey cauffd appA-f^ 
hend) and both the girl and cftnfefraQts,,dij,afcuie th^fe 
tp their faces, and bind them. in_*circum4^ncqs.ivith grjcat 
fte^dinefs and congruity, thoiigh feparately brought jn» 
The commiflioners did alfo try '(pine xxjptriments s^ient. 
th/girl, her falling in fits on approach of, the accufed,^ 
is expretfed in the NarratiTc ; and n^mined her, witb 
tbofe who ftaid commonly about, her upon. the p^rti{:air . 
lars of her fufiferin^sr they tried to C8^u(e h^ write». 

ifince (he could not. fa v out) the name of a perfon whpm 
le firft called Margaret or pinched Maggie, and aflcrted 
to be one af her chief bourriers '; yet upon t>f ritipg Mar^ 
garet, and the letter L of her (Imamir, the girl w^as pre-. 
Kntly taken with a fearful convulfion, the p^i^. being 
ftruck but of her hand, and herfelf falling as dead, with 
groans heavier and forer than* ordinary : aft^r feme re- 
/coTcry, whereof Tome minifters pointed to her a .paiiagc 
jof the Bible, but upon effayihg u caft her cyct on it» fte 
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ffdl into vebcment pangs, till one of the commiffionerf 
d^red tliC book might be clofed, and that bciag doQ<;9 
lh« immediately came to herf^If, &c. La.ftly, the com* 
imffioners called beftre them thofe perTons who bad iigned 
the paiTages of the feveraldays in the written joyrnal of 
the girl's fufferlrigs : and having examined them thereupon^ 
tranfmitted the *£ame with the declarations of the three 
ConfdTantSy and feveral of the pafTages th^t occurred io 
the precognition, to hisMajeilyVpriyy councilyby whom . 
tbcy were appointed for that cffeft., 

•The commiffioners reprefcntcd that.therc were twenty'- 
four peffons male and female fufpe^l^d and accufed of 
"Witchcraft, ,and that further enquiry ought to be made . 
iftCo this crime +.. 

Agreeable to this report, a new warrant was ifTued by 
jthe Privy Coundl on the jfh April 1697 *, to moft of 
the comm?j3tQner8 formerly named, with the addition of 
Xord Hallcraig, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffeo, 
Sir /John Houflon of that .ilk, Mr. John Kincaid of 
Cc^lbalket, >A.dvocate, . iuid Mr. John Stewart younger 
of Blackball, 'Advocate, or any five of them to mett at 
Kenf^ew, Parfley, or Glafgow, to take trial of, judge, 
and do Juftice upon the forefaid per ions.; siad to fentencp . 
the guilty to be. burned, or other wife execftited to death, 
as the commijQioners fhould incline. It further ordaine^ 
the commiffioners to^tranfmitto Che^courtof jufticiary gi 
authentic extrad^ of their proceirdings, to be entf red.upoB 
its records ; and contained a recomcne|idation to.the Lords 
pf the Treafury to defray the expcnccs of the trial. The 
A& of ' Privy Coiincii is fuKfcribcd thus, ." Pol warib, 
^* Canceffarf Douglas^ £.audferdale, Annaodale, Yefter, . 
«* Kiiitore, Carmichael, W. Anftruthcr, Arch. Mure.'* 

Hugo Arpot' Efq; 'Author of a Colic Aion of 
celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland, from which I . 
Jiave taken thecopygf the warrants, dated j 9th Jan. 169^ 

f VHc Records of Privy "Cdjintil, 9th March 1697, 
y Vide RicoWf of Pf rvy ICounci', jjh April 16;^ 7. 



iSrd 5th April io97» i^js, ^<Tk« con}iotffionm» th^'' 
^powered, were not remtra*!!! adling uader the authority 
delegated to them. After twenty«hoar$ were fpent tk' 
the examination' of .witneiTes, who gave! teftimoitj XhMt 
Che malefiees libelled could Qot have proceed frora 
natural caufes, and that the prifoners were the aathors of 
thefe maleiices — aft'<r five oF th&' unhappy prtixinerit' 
confeflcd their own guilty and criminated^ theirs alledged 
•flbciates-i-^fter counfel had bees heard ' on bath fidea^ 
jmd the counfel for the profccutioa had declared thtit *he'^ 
would not prefs t^e- jury with the ordinary feverity o£ 
threatning an aflize of error *»' but recomdaeoded to theda ' 
to proceed according, to the e^Idende.; and loudly decUreil 
to them» that although they>ought.to beware of coddemii*- 
iiig,the innocent, yet if they fncluld acqdit the prifoners^ 
in oppofition ^o legal evklepce, * they iwould he accefibcy* 
to all the blafphemfesi apoilacieg, murders, tortures^ and 
fedu£lion8,^ whereof thefe,eftjQmie« 'of b^avea and earth' 
fhouUl hereafter be guilty:' . After the- Jury had fpetit 
ikx hours in deliberation, feven of thofe mtferable pcrfona ' 
were condemned to the flames," 

Mr. Arnot fays; "The orden' of Pjjivy Coanc^ for 
recording .the cpn^miiliiMiertf proceicdingt in the books of 
J^fticiary was not'complicfljvith.^ .1 am therefore unable 
to ^ive any further particiilars of jth^;cataftrdphe.of thefc 
^miferable. perfons^^- or of th& crifi|in<|l abfttrdityof tho£g 
,who committed them t6thp flamef,'', • - , 

Mr* Arnot further fays,": ,*• Thefc inftances afford «r' 
fufficient fpecunen of the mode'of^profecution againiLthe 
multitude of miferahle perfons, who werje &G»ificed atilhe 
alter- of < the fatal fillers,-— Ignorance^ Super ftitoMO, and 
Cruetty^' ^But it is impoffible to fprm.^a^ eftimate of the 
nlimber 0||r the vt6iim^.; For not oi^lyyibe -Lords of jitfti* 
eiary« but bailies of regalities, fheriff4 of coMintieSy aod 
1^ endlefs tribe of commiffioners appoiated.by the Prltji$' 

- ' '- - * 

• Vide :hc Advocitc'i fj-ecfh to the inqucit. 
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CoQiMSf and fomctimet by Parliament* officiated «8/t^< 
4^neftt who ^ra^rgcd the viGtitnn to the altar. ^ 

Mr. ArnoC- farther (ays, ** The laft perfon who wa» 
.prqfecuted before the Lords of Jufticmry foi- Witchcraft, 
¥f4§ £lfpei!h Rule, who was tried' at Dumfries, in 1709. 
.Thf hift peribo who wavbroiight to the ftake tnScotEind 
for the i^mc of Witchcraft was condemned by Captaia 
JDaTid Rofs of Little Daaoi Sheriff-depote of Sutherland^ 
^. D. lyaa." ' 

SoAor Bri(bane being adduced npoto oath in the trta^ 
4}e adheres to lin form^ fubfaribed'atteftatroh; and ih 
fefpeft of what is mentioned id^hat atteftatibii« and fonie 
.ofciier fpedalities, the Db&bf depones, that' in his opinion 
ibe' things' mentioned m his attcfta^n, did not proceed 
from natural canfes anfing from the j^tient'i body. ' ^ 
. Theiiim of the cohfeffions of Margaret and Janet Rod* 
•ger, who cbnfeflcd dUfing the trial of ttie refl beyond 
iCzpcAation. ' - . 

i . I>uiing the dependence of the tria% Janet and Mar- 
garet Rodgers cohfefied hi this' manner ; the commiffioners 
jiad adjottrncd for two fev^ral diets, and though they 
were to meet on the third, yet it Was not expected that 
they would proceed tiH pi^vidence might clear the prifon- 
crs guilt by funher tdlimonies of tfao(e who might come 
:to confefs. The iery morning of the third term, the 
Rodgers did conlcfs, whicb was a futprize ta every onfe 
ihal came up to attend the coitirt, fiace thefe, as they 
« were women, and w'ere'^noi formerly noticed^ as' othefa 
Vtrtt fo they cotifefled'of free motion, witlioot aaf 
f^^rfbn's defiring ' it of them at the time ; they bad not 
£ttch means of inftruflion as were admintilered to others t 
Imdtbeconjun^nreof many ctrcamftances were sAtogether 
ingakr. /ffaeir' confelfions ' did cbtndde as' to the mieet-i 
ings and tbinjgs a^ed therein, it^ith'the' three fohner con- 
fc&nts, and the' Other eVidertce^ of tlie tHible masters of 
&^ i' Only. t hey weriti.fo pointed as to cbrrdefcend upon 
fome of the pannels whom they did not (ee at thefe r^n* 
dcivoufes i and great eare was taken, to compare their 
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ti:fti monies whjcli had been already difcftyeredf and t«>^ 

ekptfcate their certain knowledg^i by new interrogators^ 
when they were feperate from one another^ &e* The> 
whole crtfis had fuch an eTidenee» thsit nowthc com-' 
lniffioner8|• with tke-general approbation of the moft- ia« 
telligentof the GOinHryi who came ifi to, attend the courts 
allo^^ed the' going on of the pvoceCs to debate c^ithe.TCn 
levancy, and putting feven of the bed known- 'crimtnallg*^ 
fpr whom an advocate app«anedj to the -knowledge of ai]^ 
laqueil ; according whereunto • there were fomie da^s al« 
lowed for the paiinels giving in thei|* informationa upoit 
the relevancy ;. and at the term> there was » gr^at tiQae^ 
ijpent in adducing the probation^ an. account whereof ift^ 
referred to Appendix. No.' B.' 

. AtPENMX No. B; 

Aia account of Two Lsttirs^ which were written aft(S|^<^' 
tbe perfons were condemned, and before they were^i 
executed, w.iiich contain a Summary of what ap- 
peared ,mo^ Material or Curious, in the Trial of the ^ 
Seven Witches,, who were condemned to be buroe4< 
oa the Gallowgieea of Faiileyt 

[ The tfuth of the firange things, mentt#ned in the 
jyeeeding Narrative was at firft^ carefully fearched into 
only by priTate perfons ; but at laft became fo notour^ 
tliat, upon application founded on a journal of thefe extra- 
ordioary events, attefted by^many ofthe gentry in the. 
cpuutry, the council gave a commiiSon for enquirinif 
tbereanent. 

The honourable perfons to whom this was rtcommeaded^ 
did, with great inrpartiality aad exaiftnefs, make a report^ 
which, in providence, proved a mean of moviug the 
government to- notice the execution of juftice qn fome of 
thefe witches, who- otherwife might have lurked without: 
being difcovered; 

Fori hereupon^ the council directed a fecoadcommIi&oa# 
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for trial of tbofe who appeared to them to be moft loaded 
by the preltmittary probatfon adduced oit the firft, Sc« 
TftrzX of theCc judges were not only perfons of honour, but' 
flifo< of iingiiiar knowledge and experience; conform 
wh^rcunto they dtd proceed with fingular caution, and 
wscre ftf far from precipitancy in the' afBtir, that, after 
letrerat di*t*i of coUrt, they adjourned to a longer term» 
that; in the meam timcj the pritbnera might be provided 
•f advocateflf. 

' Acc6rding1y. an advocate compeared for them, and ma-^ 
nag^d their defence with all the accuracy that could be 
eicpe6led. There were about twenty houra employed a^ 
o^ne diet, in exaitoimitioQ. of witnefies ; and the ioqneft 
being inclofed, did cenfume about fix hours in comparing' 
the probation. Whereupon feven of the moft notorioua 
criminals were convicted and condemned. 

The crimes libelled and found proven againft Ihem, 
were hot more fpc£iral imaginations, but open and obvi* 
Ots fa6i8, viz« The murder^ of- fome children and perfona. 
of age ; and the torturing of feveral perfons, particularly^ - 
Bargarran's daughter ; and both thefe, not at a diftance^ 
but cdnttguoufly by natural means of cords, pins, aid the 
IJfce ; befi^es the other' ordinary works of Witchcraft,, 
fnch as renouncing baplifm, entering in contra^ With, 
and adoring the devil under a corporeal /hape, Sec whidi 
cbuld'not but be' fuftained relevant in Scotland, fince 
there is an cxprefs ftatute. Pail. 9th' A^ 73. Queca 
Mary, appoit)fting the pain of death to fuch. 

To make the probation the more convincing/ it was 
adduced "orderly in three periods. The! /kff cdbfifted oT' 
uhfufpeifted witnefles, who proved fad^s. "From whence 
it was neceflarily inferred that there was. Witchcraft ia 
the bafe* The fecond did tn elude, alfo unexceptionable. 
witneOes, who deponed Upon hda; which m'ade^it prob* 
able, if n'(!^t neceflary, that the pannels were the Witches. 
i*he third' did comprehcad ^m pofitivc teftimonies of • 
thefe who did fee and hcgjr thcfc Witches committing 
the malcfices libelled. 



' The on!y ▼aluablc fubjcft of debate, was aneof tlie 
import of thcfe laft teftimonies ; fire whereof were by 
C9nfeirant8, who had been at the meetiNgs In which were 
cbmTtiitted the crimes libelled ; and the fixth of Bargarr- 
ran'n daughter, who was one of the perfons maleficiat* 
The antecedent part of the probation was by witnciTcf 
beyond exception ; and the judges upon a long debate 
did fuftain four of thefe fix only cum noia, and two of 
them to be examined without oath, fo nice were they m 
favours of the pannels lives^ fince fome of thefe witnefTci 
might have been admitted in fuch a crime without any 
'quality by the moft fcrupulous judicatory in Europe. 
Bat all things were oarried on in this procedure with, 
ttndemefs and moderation : for even the advocates, who 
were fent to profecute the indi^ment by his majefly^a. 
council and advocate, did not ad with the bias of parties: 
but on the contrary (hewed an equal concern to have the 
pannels afToillzed^ if ft* could be found compatible with 
juftice. 

This. is the.reafon for which the publifhcr doubtsn ot, 
but the t\to following Letters (the one whereof gives a. 
compend of the advocate's fpeech to the jiiry, and the 
other of thefr anfwers to the objcdlions againfl the con- 
fefTant witnefles) will afford a fatisfying view of the 
chiefeft part of the trial ; (ince the objections which were 
or might have been made, are therein ftated and anfwcred,, 
or anticipate and prevented, and the intended brevity 
would not permit to pr\nt at this time the whole procefs» 
which being extent upon record, any who are curiout, 
may have eafy accefs thcreutito. 

♦ There is fcarcely need to take notice of a late fcurrilous 
pamphlet^ that had been printed in England, and pretends 
t6 give an account of tfaofe proceedings; for any wha. 
reads it may eafily find, that the author has been either 
fool, knave, or both, there being neither good language^, 
fenfe^ nor truth, in the nK>il part of it. 

The above Preface to the Letters was priatcdm 1698. 
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LETTER I, 
SIR. , • 

You having told roe, that tKc odd pafTjiges wliic& 
occur in the well, have put many of your neighbours and 
yourfclf, upon reading all the books you.caa get, treat-- 
itig of W;tchcrart ; and therefore defired me to tranfmiti 
to you my oBfcrvations at the court* I (hall not pre* 
occupy your 'opinion by giving them iii my own- form;, 
but herein. 1 fend to you the CKa^teft duplicate of the 
advocate's fpeech to the inqueftthat I couldobtaix^i and 
by the next poft you (hall have fomethlag more curious,. 
Viz. A coll^dtion of their anfwers to the objedions againfir' 
the fix lad witneffesi that were adduced for coocluding^, 
t)ie proof: having^ thefe, you will want little that could., 
be agreeable to fueh an accurate guft as yours is«> 

*Ihe Advocate's Speech to the inqueft wa» of this impprfik- 

GooJ Mtn of Inquefif 

You having fitten above twenty hours ki overheanog; 
the probatioa : and being inclofedt where, it is like,, 
you wilt take no ffnall time to reconfider and ceinpare it f, 
we fhall not detain you with funnming up the fame in par-- 
ticular ; but fhall only fugged fdme tbiogs* whereof it« 
is fit you take fpecial notice in your perufial of it, viz.^ 
rf^^ The nature of your own power, and the management^ 
thereof; adiy, The objeA of this power which lies be- 
fore you, wherein you are to confider in the' firft. place,* 
whether or not there has been Witchcraft in the maleficc6« 
libelled? and in the nexf place, whether or not thefe 
pTinnels are the Witches? 

As to your power, it is certain that you are both judges* 
and' witYieffes, by the opinion of our lawyers amL 
cuilom ; therefore yoti are caUed out of the neighbour^ 
hood, as prefuraed heft to know the. quality of the pan- 
neli, and the notoriety of their guilt or innocence. Your 
oath 18, that you fhall all truth tell, and no truth conceal^ 
which docs plainly imply, that you arc to condenui w 



afToily conform .^o your proper couTtdtion. Suoh ir th^ 
excellent conftitution of juries in England ^ and oughit 
to hold more fpcglally in this circum(lantiate cafe, where 
there is fuch a ^hain of different kinds of probation coa^ 
earring again (I the fame pannels^ as will appear bj tkf 
ycviewr thereof in its proper place. 

-We arc not to prcfs yoa With the ordinary fcrerity pf 
threatping an affiz« of erroi'> in cafe you (hoiild abfolyci 
DUt wholly leave you to the cpadufi of God and your q^a 
jbonfcieoce, . and defire that yoii proeeed with all the carf 
of the ipanneU lives that ispo0ible for jqu, as thehonour;- 
ab.le jud^es'have fet to jou a d(;firable patteroi in theif 
great caution thereanent. 

As to the probation itfelf, you fee, that it is divided «# 
three partSf vii:. Thd extraordinarinefs of the malefices; 
the probability of the concar ring adminicles ; and the 
clearnefs of the pofitirc probation. 

As to the firft part, the maleficesi or wpoKa deRpl^ 
are proven by unexceptionable witne&s, to l^afc fiiUei^ 
'put in fuch. an odcl and extraordinary a manner, that i^ 
point's out fome other caules thau the ordinary courfe of 
nature, to have produced- thefe efftds. 

For clearing of this, particularly in rpUtion to the tor- 
IBcnts of Bargarran's daughter, you may. conS^er i>ot 
only the extraordinary things that could not pi;9ceed frona 
a natural djfeafe, winch lie proven befjore yo^ ; but air<> 
ieveral other matters of (^St^ which is notpur^ hare be^a 

feeji by fome of yonrfelvcs, and lie here in a journ^'of 
ler fuffertngs ; every article whereof is attefted by the 
fubforiptions of perfons of entire credit, before t)ie hot 
nourabk coD^miffioners a^potated by his M^jcily's Privy 
Council, for making enquiry thereanent. 

This girl's throwing put of hairs, pins, and coals of 
greater heat than that of her body or blood ; as alfo fo 
dry that they appeared not lo have pome out of her 
ft'omach ; nor had fhe any pit-efs of vomiting at the tiine ; 
^hat (he declared t^e iame to have been put in ker month 
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by Jber tdrmeoto'rs $ ts deponed by DoAor Brifbane, i^ 
fceii opiniODy not to procetd from a natural caufe. 

She was not tormented hj any of the pannels afte^ i 
^eir imprifonment ; except two nights by Kathertpe 
Campbell; which betfig a furprlz^, it was thereafter di£ 
ooTcredy that tbefe two nightl the jailor's wife had«^ot. 
Out katfaerine Campbell to fphr In her UoqCc: 

She having been fpeaking to out ofher tormentors at 
f^rcfent, (thougb'invifible to the bye-ftanders) aiid zfking 
bow her tormentors bad got thcfe coloured rfcd flecvca i 
(tic fuddenly gets up, takes hold of them; the companf 
hears a fhriedi and (he pulls away tWt> pieces of red clothV 
which all the bycrftanders bcJxcld with amasfiement in her 
hands; nor war there any other piece of this kind of 
doth to be fotnid in the room at that occifion". 

She told that her tormtntdrs were" giving her a'gla(s - 
qf fack> an orange p^]» 8cc. (thereby enfnaring her to ^ 
accept bfa fdvonr from them) and accordingly flxe wat- 
feen to move her lips, and to have an 'orange pill bc- 
t-SA'ixt her teeth ; though there was no: vifiBle hand that- 
could have done it. 

She advertifed beforehand that one of her torrfientors • 
was to bt at the dbor at a particular b6ur : and tliat^ 
joio(her of them was in the kitchen -b'efore any diM tell Kef 
rhcreof; virhich 'Accordingly fell jpfat: And thefe being 
brought to her prefence, b«camr obnoxfous to the erdin* 
ttry means of difcbvery % 

• Wbtn htnglove fell dbwn' froTn Ver, at ' a time wheii 
ftverai perfons were about her ; it was lifted agiain bjf/. 
a hahd invifible to them: 

. She' was not only tfanff)orr&d throug^h thie half and' 
down ftSijrs without perCelving her feet to touch the 
ground ; bttt alfo was hurried in a fltght up (lairs : and 
when a miniftef endeavoured^ tcf retain her, he found a^ 
i^niible weight; bdldes her own ftrength,- drawing her 
from him« 

When (he complained; that her' tormentors had bittctf 
and fcratched her-, the fteads ofthe nails and teeth were 



ffipes jipoa ber flc\n» with ^bldod and fpSttle dboiftltbs , 
•woundsy which were above twenty-four -, while neither 
ber own, or an/ pther teeth that were vifibics could 
ba^vedotoe It. "* ' 

She was mod yehemently diftorted upon attempting to 
tell of eTcn write the names of her rtormcntors ; yet that 
ceafed as to any of .them> how foon the perfon was delated; 
and particularly (he had liberty* <after many painful at- 
tetnptSy to accuie Margaret Lang^ how. foon a charm of 
hair to reilrain her, which Margaret had left behind 
the door, was found and biirned ; the girl having told it 
to'liave been tint, , in. manner mentioned in the depoiition. 
'She did throw out no jsiore.hair after the finding the 
ballt)f hair, of the, fame colour aod kind with th/it thrown 
cilt by the girl, in Katherine Campbell's pocket, l^ith; 
pifls in it, and the burning, of it. . ^ • ' 

After , Agnes Nacfmith b^ad . prayed .for = hcr^ fee dcd 
appear to her, but not tormept ber» 

She foretold, that her tormentors bad. concerted to 
throw ker in a fit, (whereof they did premonifh, pf 
defign to fright her to renounce her baptifm by tbe 
terror) at a certain hour,^ andhadjeft one gf their nupi- 
l>er to execute it ; . according whcrcunto» there was a wo« ' 
ipao with a red coat feeu ju.ndef a tree in the orchard^ 
«Dd the torment was brought on at the time appointedL 

When fhe totd .tberc was fo'metking tormenting. her 
under the ^cloaths, the fpedlators faw the bed-clbatNi 
moTc in an extraordinary manuipr, after the girl had.been 
faifed out of them. 

Wbeii (he complained (he wasEeaten.: the byc^ftandera 
beard the noile of the ftrokes.. 

She cried oUt at a tTme, that her thigh was hurt ; and. 
•ne of the company having fearched her pocket, found 
a kn^e';' but unfolded : however, having folded c^p the 
fame, and put it in a fecond timet (he scries of new : 
aod upon the fecond fearch, (it, though fecured by the 
J^ring^ is found, open, to the great wonder oi.behpldeu; 



fSict tbey did watcliy that no vj^ble thing could have 
pdiGblj opened it. ' 

. She told of a charm under the bed : and accdrdingljr 
it waa {bund in the fhape of an ewy which melted avray 
bdng put in the fire ; /he told' alio that her fifter, who 
was boarded abroad, had charms pat 'above her in the 
houfe, and would not recover of the decaying ficknefs 
tift- (he was brought out of it. ' 'According Wtiercuntb 
the child being brought hpme, (he ftraight way recovered. 

She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargarrai\| 
for cpnfulting anent the deftroying of her ; and accord- 
ingly the conftlTants have .deponed9 that they did meet 
and confult her ruin in that place. 

The flory anent her telling, that the commiffioners^ 
though at three miles -diftance, had granted a warrant to 
the (heriff, tp apprehend ene of har tornientors ; her 
tefiing^ fo perfe A' an account of the (heriff and of Mr. 
Guthrie who was v^ith him, while her eyes were tied and' 
faft ; her being in exceliive torments, (as (he foretold) 
till that perfon was apprehended,' and immediately there- 
upon, though at many miles diftance^ her'tcOing that 
her tormentors were now taken, betwixt twelve and one 
o'clock in the morning, and the (herifF, when he retuined^ 
4id declare the fcizure to have been about that .time. ;- is 
fo notoui;, and To weU attefted, that we need only to 
put you in mind thereof. 

Her fallfng in fits upon the fight br touch of her tor- 
mentors, was no eiffefi of imagination ; for (be was fully 
hood-winked with a cloak^ fo as (he faw nobody ^what- 
foever ; yet upon the approach of* her tormentor, (he 
immediately fell down as dead : whereas (he remained 
no ways ftartled upon the touch of any other : which ex- 
periments were tried forafccrtaim'ng this mean of difcovcry. 

Finally, (he is naturally fagacious' and obfervant, and 
difcovercd her integrity in face of court ; for when the 
prefident afked, whether or not (he knew one of the 
pannel's narre that was to be pricked ? (he anfwcfedy 
that though (he knew her well enough of berfelf ; yc|^ 
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poe bad lold her the jaame of this paanel, when flie was 
fcnt for to be confronted with her : . fo far did this girl 
difcoYtr her averfion from any thing 'that might feem in- 
tendedfto aid unfairly the natural evidence of truth ; and 
her firmnefs to the.outmoft againft temptations of becom<* 
ing a witch | particularly ^g^nft the laft afTault 6f Satan ^ 
wherein he perfuaded her at lealt to go to their meet* 
in|;8t and ihe|anfwev^d> tha^ (he would not follow fucl^ 
a bafe, fallen. creature ; and he rejoining* that (he would gg^ 
to hell however for her other iins $ and (he anfweringy 
that he waa a h'ar from the beginning; and the blood 
of jefus would cleanfe her from all iniquity : whereupon 
he difappeared^ and (he perfectly recovered upon thq 
Sabbath thereafter ; was ^ happy end put to thia 
fearful tragedy of ^i^chcraft,anjd confirms, to convi^ioi^ 
the reality of it, . ^ , , ?> 

As to the murdering of the children^ and the minifter 
libelled ; lyou may obierve feveral ei^traArdinary , things 
appearing in them | particularly* the witnefies depone^ 
the minifter to have been in excefliye tormentSi and of 
an unufiial colour^ . to have been of found ju^ment ; and 
yet he did tell of fevi^ral wo<nen being about him* and 
that be heard the Qqife. 9f the door opetiingr, when 
none elfe did hear it. .Thexbildr^n were well at nighty 
and found dead in the morning* >with a little blood on 
their Dofes* and blaes at the roots of their cars ; which 
were obvious fymptoras of ftraqgljogs i b^/ides t|^at it it 
tcftified, that the keeper of one* of them, ciitd out» 
< Matthew i Matthew ! the child is dead.' And the houfe 
pi the -other was^ whitened within* with fiftii^g of meal 
the night before* Both which particulars were told and 
difcovercd by the confc(ran|s« before ^he wi;tnefrcs whi$:h 
HOW concur with, them in it* were examined* 

The fecond part of the probation coofids of feveral 
adminicles* proven by unfufpe6ied witneiFesy.whiqh lead 
us to fufpedi thofc panaels to be Witches* as io mao|r 
lines drawn from a circumicrence to a center* and as an 
liTcnue to the pofitive probation thereafter adduced ; an/} 

' N 
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diefe cither ftrike at the whalp pannels m general,, or 
fyme of them in particular. In ^cqeVafl we iieed not 
cqunierate all t-hcfc adminicles, 'but remit you to the 
probation, which is fo full thereane^it ; only yoii will be 
pleafed to notice, that it is clearly proren, that aH A\c 
panaels have infenfible marks, and fotpe^of them in 'an 
extraordinary maqner ; that mod of them have bcentong 
reputed Witches, and fome of ^hcm delated nn 16^7,' by 
a confefling Witch, whofeTubfi^ibed cbnfdEon has been 
produced, you fee that none of tKcm doth fhed tearsT; 
nor were they ever difcorered to do it fi'nce .their imprifon- 
ment, notwUhftanding of their frequent bowlings ;~ fo' 
that it is not a fuddcn grief or furpfife* And finally, 
that the girl fell into fits' of torment upon tKe pannels 
Upproachet to her, and that fhe did name them all fre- 
quently, cither out or in her fits* ' " ' 
' In pafticular, ' you fee how j^atherine Campbell waa 
provoked bjrthis girl's dlfcovenng her thefts whereupon 
ihe has' brought in the r^ft of her confederates to a£l the 
following n^Uchiefs $ how thereupon Campbell did curfe 
and tmprecaxe in a terrible manner; hpW (he ilaid out of 
her bed at night', ' aiad was frequently droufy in the 
morning; ho# fiic ^ was named by the girl, particularly 
the two nights that (he was out of priioii. The b-^U of 
hair^ Was taken out of 'her pocket and' biirned ; whereupon 
the girl's throwing out of hair did ceafe ; (he could not 
exprefs one word, even when on her knees, cf prayer, 
for the girl's recovery ; and the infcnfiblc marks on her 
were remarkable' - 

Agues Naefmith did not torment the girl' after fhe had 
prayed for her ; (he was reputed a Witch, and hath the 
laafks. Sf e came ei(rly in the morning to Bargarran's 
#lofe, when by her refufmg to go in, it appeared (he had 
iio buiinefs ; yea, it is plafn, chat flie had a refentment, 
for her not getting a greater alms the laft time (he was 
there. The girl declared, ex inconfirtenfi, that N^cfniiih 
«(ked her health and agfc ; which in thf fe circuniltances 
IMsas a flurewd prefutnption of htr eril ijpcfign ) and Ihb 
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atkdoVl^dgcd herfelf to have done tkis» wficn l^calceC'' 
^-hc; age of another child ; wbereia by providence ihe wa^ 
Ifelooled, floc^ that .which (he thoi^bt wduLi have beea 
%sr exc|if<?, tended to difeoTer h<lr guih. .Ankl laBly, after 
this appearance of Agnes Naefmithy the girl did take huz 
fird Ht, aod nomi(iate be^ among htr'£cfl. tormentors*' 

Margaret .^.ang, that great impoftor, kds been a great 
maUtr-piece of the devils , ibe has coafeiTed unnatural luft^ 
which i% kriown to fome. of your aumber ;' fhe fat near 
^he door.wh^re tfee charm of hair was, fawn d, which the. 
gtrl declared did keepl tip he^ tong^ ;. and upon barnin^ 
thtjr^of, it was loofedtf The.gcrl f«il in fits upptther ap- 
proach ; (he has notable marks y partic^ularly one^.n^hick 
the confeffaats declared (be lately jpc.ccived ; and by inv 
fpedliofij ' it appears to.be receot. When (he came from 
her private cpiivcrf^iiort (no .doiibt: tyjth the devU;) (he 
raged as if (he had been poiTclTed, an'd coi^ld not but de« 
clarey that (he .e.?cpc£\;ed a violent death. She lo^ed in 
the face ■" of James* Millar's child, and a(ked her ag?, 
whereupon t;h*t child fickcned the fame i)ight', and named 
Margartt I^ang On her dea;tii-l^ed<." It appears. ihe wa<r 
rjcady to (how to Janet Lfiird.a fighi^ of her mother, wha 
had bctr* three years dead. And fi^nally, flxc haa been 
taken Iti feverailies and grQfs prevarications ;, particularly 
you may remember boW (ix hours ago, when the wIincfTes' 
wcte exanimed otvthe ball of Jrair fopad with Kathcrine 
Campbell, a geatlemaii^ .(^J^. Stewart of — ). h^ard 
her fay to Kaiherine in the ear, * this is weU waird on 
you, becau(«i you wo^lld not put it. away when I d.efired 
you,' &c. . Which the faid M^ Stewart did ppenly^ 
teilify in court upon oath ; notwithllanding whereof, 
this impi^dent wretch had the confidence to deny.it, 
though Katherine Campbell alfo conlieifed, tba^ (he had 
pulled at her, and had fpoke fomewhat to her,- to which 
(l}e did hot advert. This was no wonder, the witncfRjs 
deponing at the fame time being clofe ag^nft .Katherine* 

Margaret Fulton was reputed a Witch} has the mark 
bf it, and acknowledged in prefence of her hufband, that 
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§it- made ufe of a tAksam, which appeared full of fmaM 
ftones aad blood.. That her hujfbiuid had brought her 
luck from the fairiei ; and her repack of beittg a Wit<*li' 
it of an old date, befidos her being often named by the 
maleficiate girU - ' 

A» to the Lindfays» thef all hiavd the marki and wefe 
all of a long time reputed to be Witches. John Lindfay, 
in Barlocky wa« accMeatly dilcovered by thegirl't taking 
a fit upon his coming. to the houfe. John and James 
Liadfay were delated by a bonfeffing Witch in anno 1687^ 
which confefiion is l>ttblic1y tead before yon, and thete 
was money gittn to the SherilT- depute for delaying of the 
purfoit. James Lindfay appeared to William Semple 
iuddenly» and flew about like a fowl, for an opportunity 
to ItVike him, in reTenge' of the quarrel mentioned in the 
depofit^on, and at laft prevailed to flrike him dead over 
a dyke. And finally, which is a remarkable indication 
both to truth and providence, the very vritnefi^B adduced 
in the exculpation, for the Lindfays, deponed fo clearly 
againft them', even beyond the purfuer's witneffes, tha^ 
their advocate was dunned thereat ; and thereupon defift* 
ed from craving any more witneffes to be examined on 
the exculpation* 

It is true, fome of thefe indications may be in oncy 
and others of them in another, either from nature or ac- 
cident, and yet that perfou not be a Witch 1 but it was 
never heard nor read, that all thefe indications, which 
are fo many difcoveries by providence, of a crime that 
lAight. otherwife remain in the dark, did ever concur in 
one and the fame individual perfon that was innocent : 
yea, on the contrary, they, by the wifdom and experience 
of all nations, do alfo convincingly difcover a Witch, as 
the fymptoms of a leprofy concerted by all phyficians, do 
unfold the perfon afFe6^ed with the, fame to be leperous, 
but eftof they are not fufiicient of themfelves, yet their 
tendency and meaning, being cleared and applied to their 
proper caufe, by a liquid and pofitive probation^ there 



wsuits B0 more to jeCc^'mine 70a siaent the pannel^i gu8h» 
And ttiefcforCr 

Thirdly, As to the third part of the prohlation, we 
remit the pofitive depodtions of the confefTantB, xnJt 
laigaind whom they do concur, wholly to your own pcrufal 
or ,cxamijiatIon ; Only you would be pleafcd to notice. 

/tft, Something which do rery much fuftam the credibU 

lit/ of their teilimonies, arifing from their examination in 

■'court. 2dly,. We (hall explain to you the import of tho^ 

word Nota^ which is added to the interlocutor of the. 

judges admitting tbcfe latt witnefles. 

Firft^ Elizabeth Andcrfon is of fufficicnt age, ' being: 
feventeen ; but fo young and pointed^ that her depo£tioQ| 
appears no cfFeft of melancholy : fhe accufed her father 
to his fate when he was a-d)Mng iii the prifon, as now 
there are two of her aunts in the pannel> which certainly 
muft proceed from the flrength of truth, £\ti(^t even dives 
retained a natural a£Pe6lion to his relations ; fhe went oa 
foot to the meetings with her father, except only that 
the devil tranfportcd them over the water Clyde j 
which was eafy to the pilnce of the arr, who does far 

. greater things by his hurricanes, (he* tells that Mont- 
gomerie's houfc was meally when his child was ftrangled : 
and declaresj that fhe never renoun«ed *hfir baptifm, but 
was carried along by the* concuflion of the parent 2 fo 
that nothing can be objcAed againfl her teftimony in any 
judgement, much lefs an excepted crime. 

James Liridfay, it is true^ is of lefs import ; yet by 
his weeping when he came in and was admomflicd of the 

grcatneis of his guilt, it appears that he had a fenfc of 
it's he hath a natural precipitancy in what he fpeaks, yet 

'ttit rs cotnmonly the concomitant of ingenuity, as im- 

• porting his expreffions not to be forethought. He con- 
curs in moft things with the others, and yet he has de- 
clared, that h< faw not Margaret Fulton at Dumbarton^ 
&c. Which implies that hf does not file the panneb alt 

at ra^dem, but tells what occured 'to his fenfes, &c. 
Jaoet and Margaret ^^odgiefis are inflfances of a fingular 
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providence ; for they did coufcfs the fame morniag tliat 
the court did laft fit, of their own proper motirey there 
^^lag neither minifters nor judges befide them at the time. 
Agnes Naefmith Is Janet's relation » and (he tells that 
(he nercr faw Catherine Campbell, as Margaret declares, 
that fhe did not fee John Lindfay in Barloch ; which 
plainly demonftrates that they tell only the di6^ate8 of 
their natural confcience^ avifing from difcretion and 
Jcnowlcdge of the. true ipattcrs of faft : they both pro- 
icITcd their repentance lad Sabbath in the church ; and 
do perfiit with great firmnefs, as you fee their deportment 
in deponing to the congruous. and exad^. 
. '^homa» I^iojifay and Chriflian Shaw» . being under 
pupilarity, vr did not prefs their being put to an oath ; 
yet you faw that they did declare in court againd thofe 
pannels.in fuch au- harmony with the rcll of the deponents, 
and gave fuch a caufe of their knowledge, that it is 
certain their own youognefs in years, adds extremely to 
the credit of their teflimony : becaufe thereby it is in- 
credible, that they could have contrived or executed the 
,a6ling of concert.. 

As to the fecond, fince*thefe vltneffes are, admitted 
by the judges ; it Beceflarily implies, that they meant 
tb em to be probative f only they adje£led the words, 
£um not a ; that is you mufl notice, or notandum efi^ thdt 
there mud fomething elfe concur to prove the guilt of 
the pannels, by and atour the depofitions of any two fuch 
. vpitnefieg : but fo it is that all the adminicles on which 
3'ou have feen probation led, for more than iixteen^ours 
of your time, arc, ftrengthening evidences, pf thofe wit- 
nciles credibility^ apd cannot but haye been noticed by 
. you, a> illative of the fame things which they depone. 
Whereby the nota is fully taken off by the concurrence 
, of four other pofitive teftimonies, agreeing with that of 
two of thefe witneffes : by the extraorcfinarinefs of the 
corpora ihlidi v by , the pr^^bilitypf the adminicles ; and 
. Anally by the whole chain of this affair, and the fparklet 
ofan infernal fire which in erqry place hath broken out of it* 



^^ ' it IS tf lie;, there are fome few of the adminicles that 
are proven only by one witncfa, h\it as to this you may 
cotifiier, ift, That a witnefs deponing^ di faSo propria^ 
is in law more credited than any other fingle witnefs. 
And this U the prefent cafe as to fome of the adminicles. 
2dly, The antecedent concomitant and fubfequtnjf cir- 
cumftancef of faft, do fuftain the teftlmony and make 
the feml plenary probation to become fiill.^ But 3dly, 
The other adminicles undoubtedly proven by concurring 
witncU'efs, are p/rr y^, fufficient ; and th'ereforc you faw 
us» at the de fire of the judgca, forbear to call the far 
greatcft part of our witneffes ; becaufe the time had al- 
Veady run to fo great a length, and it was thought that 
there was already enough proven of prefumptmna ; for it 
may alfo reaforiably be imagined, that the moft regular 
and curious (cheme'had emerged from the fortuitous con- 
courfe of atoms, roving without rule, as that fo many 
indication Chould concenter againd each of thefe pannels, 
and yet they remain innoccat of witchcraft. 

Now upon the whole, you will take notice, that pre- 
fumptions being vehement, make a more certain proba- 
tion than witneffe^ ; becaufe prcfqmptions are natural 
emanations of the thing itfelf, vfrhich cannot be bribed ; 
whereas witneffes are obnoxious ; fo in our law there was 
one condemned for theft, another for falfhood, and a 
third for murdering of a child, merely upon prefumptions, 
as is related by M*Kenzie in his Criminal Treatlfe, much 
more may prefumptions abftru^ the faith of, and take 
off the nota from pofitive witneffes : for it is a grofs mlf- 
* take, that feveral proofs which have each of them fon^c 
import, pay not be joined to make a full evidence, the 
fame way as two fmall candles in a dark room, will not 
fuffice, yet feveral others being added to them, will make 
a fufficient light, to difcover the murderer ; two bpvs 
will be able to carry a weight which one of them would 
not be able to fuilain, as two units make a full number : 
one witnefs of whatfocver dignity proves nothing; yet 
out of tUc mouth of two or three witncffesi every truth 
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i|^l be eflaibKfliedf * Aqd -iinatlf^ though one cqSI make 
not a fi:e that can do the voik ;.yct fcveral coals adde^ 
to it, iacreBfc the Hame, which is hoped will be fufficient 
Tor the operation. 

We Ihall therefore leave yon with this conckifion, that 
aa you ought to beware of condemning the innocent, and 
ought to incline to the fafeft fide : fo if thefe panncis bo 
proven legally guilty ; thtn quad bygones, your eye 
ought not to 'fpare them, nor ought yoo to fuffer « 
Witch to live ; and as to the future, you in doing other- 
wife, would be acceffory to all the bkfphemies, apoftafies, 
nourders, torture, and fcduclions, Sec. whereof thefe 
enemies of heav/n and earth fhall thereafter be guilty, 
when they have got out. So. that the queflion feema 
fjmply to come to this, whether Upon your oath de Jidall^ 
you can fwear, that the pannels, notwithftanding of all 
that is proven againft them, arc not guilty of witchcraft; 
in the determination whereof, we pray God may dire& 
you to" the right courfe. 

The inquefl being inclofcd near fix hours, brought va 
their vcrdi£l to court that they found the libel proven* 

LETTER XL 
.'SIR, 

I HAVE CQlle<?led, according to my promife, what 
appeared to me moil fpecious fn the reafonings, either in 
court or private converfation-, ancnt receiving of the con- 
fcffants as witnefles. You are not to imagine, that the 
pannels were condemneci on the faith of thefe ; for I do 
believe the probalicn by unexceptionable witneffes^ led 
antecedent to this lafl, was fo pregnant that the pannels 
might have been condemmed on it, though thefe laii bad 
not been adduced. 

I may have roifled the energy of the arguracrit fome- 
times, in a cafe which in itfelf is abfLrufe t however, 
you hav« it in fuch a manner as I was able to penetrate 
thereunto as follows. 
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itt order to' tili^*fnore fatisfa^oiy anfw^enrtg of the 
0&je6itbD8 made agatnft thefe la{t witnefies* we ihallfirft^ 
lay before you the (late o£thk cafe$ and t ken clear ufi' 
Hic determbati6o of it. ' 

As to the firft, the qiieflioa isnot, whether partnci:# 
}ii the crime, or •then mentioned in', the obje£tioTi8' can 
be a eoncluding proof of themrelves, though two of them 
T^ould concur as to the fame a^ of^ witchcrsfft ; - hut 
Whether the corpora deli&i a'pp'earlag already to imply 
\lrUchQraft9 and the ektritafic adminridef bcingf^ fo ppeg* 
ltant» to infer that thefe pannels are the Wiuh^» ; thetf 
concurring fuch characters, ashy obfervance of all nations 
and ages, are the fymptoms of a Witch j particularly th/t 
niai-ks, fame, not'iheding of tears, kc. which are dif^^ 
coveries of proridence of fuch a crime, that like avenues 
lead us to the fecret of it. And finally, when iix^erfons 
cf different ages and ftatiodil, five con fefTants andthegirl, 
do, whcii feparately examined, agr^e in their anfwers* ta 
every material ^ueftion that is put to them, even though 
it be new ; fo that it could not be cdncerted : ire fay^ 
whether or riot fn fuch a cafe, may witneffes be received 
to put the cape done on the evidence by a pofitive proba* 
tion, of a matter of /adl, which is the objeft of fenfe, 
though otherwife they be liable to exception, if fuch ex- 
traordinarinefs of the corpora delidi^ clearnefs of the ad- 
minicles, and of the diagnoflics of Witches, did not 
precede them as you hare fecn proven before you that 
they do. 

The cafes is not, whether thefe witnefies would be 
habile iii an ordinary crime, which commonly falls to be 
expofed to other witneffes, than thefe concerned in it ; 
but whether they can be received in this extraordinary, 
occult and excepted crime of Witchcraft, wherein there 
are two fpecial cafcS to be noticed, viz. fometimcs the 
a6is thereof are open and admit the dioice of witneffesj 
fuch as charms ufcd in the day tin»e, when the aftor is 
vifible. But that part of witchcraft, whereby Witchet 
meet in the night time, adore thefr lord, contrive their 
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i^Me^cet, and accordia^ly (hereafter execute thtrxs wheir. 
Qth^r wttneffes are afleep, or the; witches themfelves a/e 
covered from fight j we fiy, > that, thi.can be no other- 
wife proven thm hj th'efe that are vftimate to iti joinedl 
\o the polttive'fMK>of add admioiclcf before mentioned.. 
. We do. not aUedf e» that perfopi altogether deftitutd 
oi knowledge and natural confcienct^ are not to be ad- 
mitted in any cafe, (ucK.as infants^ furiQUSt falUQps, Scc^ 
Neither do we contend, that Thomay Lindfay: and Chri£> 
thn Shaw, who are under pupilariiys /houM be put to 
aa oath ; for they are only to be' examined feprratelf 
before the court, upon interrogators, by which it may 
appear, whether or not they coiucede with the four other 
confeiTants, that are to depone before- them.; and thif is 
the pannels advsiptage in cafe of difagreement. But we 
infift, that any pcrfon abov« pupilarity, giving evidence! 
of considerable knowledge and natural con fcience (which 
18 a fufEctent fund for all the credit that we need in 
thi« cafe» tliat is already aliiiod fully proven) it is to bo 
received as "a wimefs. . 

As to the fccond, we fhAU'inakQ thMjaisjefc^i^as noon# 
lil. From reafon and the nature o/ the thing. adly^ 
Onr own cufloms arrd decifions. And 3dly, The fingii- 
larity of the circumflantiate cafe. 

As to the firft, the going to and coming from meet- 
ings, cfpecially on foot j the. falling down aiid worihiping 
the devil there, under a corporeal (hape (which he had 
when he tempted our Saviour to do it). The actual 
murdering of children by a cord and napkin; and the 
tormenting of others by pins, Sec. arc plain objc<!ils of 
ij^nfe ; and therefore the fenfcs are to be believed anent 
them. For as reafon hath, things intelligible and faith 
things fuperftatural : fo the fenfes have things corpo- 
t^i for their objects,, whcreanent they are to be truftcd, 
aye and while it be proven, that the appearar\ce is im- 
pofiible, or that the witncfs of it, is, an impoftor. :It is 
a part of the Witches purchafe from the devil, that they 
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(^nnotlse feen at fome occafions : fo that tlie ibominatfc^llt 
committed then would remain unpuni^ed. If iuch. «rir-^ 
aeffes were not admitted* It cannot be thougHt that 
Witches (who of all criminals are the mod obftinate to^ 
confefs) would venture the lofs of their own Hvesi by de*^ 
poaing ftgainft others, agatnft whom tliey have no ffsecial 
pique; yea, for' whom they have particular afftl6i:iQrt, [-tiV 
feVeral of the pannels are fomc of the witaefTes relatione. 
Nor bai the devil any pecaliar intereft'to inftigate ubem 
thereunto : for feveral of the plnaels have confcfTed other 
execrable crimes ; whereby it'cannot be fuppofcd,' that 
Satan would be divided agaiRft himfelf. God in. his 
ordinary providence has taken fuch care of' public ju^^e- 
ments, that the enemy of juftice, his fpccial power ^ceafes. 
thereabout, as appears by the witches not ^i»g able 
either to do more harm,' or efeape after God's maniSeiir 
being; to counteract -Satan^s inilruments by'imprifonraent* 
And finally, the oddnefs of the malefices, the concurrency 
of the adminicles, and th^ exigence of matters of fact 
wherein thefe^onfcflants (though not knowing the fame 
etherwife) do agree with other unexceptionable witncfie?^, 
&c. do fufficiently abflrudl* their credibility. For at 
falfhbod being a '^ crime, is never prefumed ; fdaiperf n 
found t-rue ia ma ii^^r things, is ftill prefumed to 'continue 
fttcb till the contrary be evinced, 

' As 't6 the fecond, we liave the teflimony of our fam# 
ous 'Hl. J. 6th, Demon, lib. 2. C. ult. tiling us, th.t 
k is our^lavv, that boys, girls, infamous perfons, Scc^i 
are not t^ be rejeAed any more in witchctaftj than in 
human lefe- majefty, even though they affert others 10 
have been' pref'^«t at imaginary meetings: becaufe thia 
fuppofes thtir having entered into aprccontrad j he fay# 
that SatJ^n's mark and the want of tears, are pregna;.» 
aids to the difcovery He givts an inftance of a girl, 
Whb having named witches ip her fits, they were all con* 
defined upon other concurring adminicles. This not \k 
•ommon auih <r, but a man vs^io as curious, was ejoctj 
^6^ri)ctent <Ud no( puj^lifh luc^h^ thingn wuhoui U>e; ap- 
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trohatioQ of ttie ^eft divines and lawyer^ ; sis apnao^ 
B ti> be credited anent the law of hi5o;^B country : and 
9^ a king Las determined any dubiety that might bavf 
emained in thii pointy as far aa the law of our gOYern- 
lent will permit. , . 

But further our judgq^ and lawyers Jiavcfdlowed hisr 
)8JeAy : for in all thj: procefTes in the jpurnaW fame and 
elation^ and the mafks are flill fuftaijied, as moil preg« 
ant prefumptions : whereupon, and 9 very fmall proba- 
Ion beiidesy witches have been frequently ' condemned, 
o in the proceiTes againfl the bewitcbers of Sir Geoigei 
fax well of PoUok, and Hamilton of Barnes, Audo 
677, foetus crirninift though under age, is fudaincd tQ 
e a wttnefs : and witntiTes are adduced before the inqueft 
3r provingt that the mark was found upop (ome of the 
ritcbes* Women and qiinors hay.c been received by 
tultitudes t3if deciiions cited by M'Kenzie, Tit. prob. 
y witncffes, and Tit. witchcraft. And he alfo cites 
ecifion, where in parallel cafes, focil crimmUf and others 
ihabile, were admitted ; particularly ia treafon and in 
dihoad : iindiall lawyers conclude,, that witchcraft is a^ 
lucKtn excepted crime as tljefe. : , 

A»;tothe third. . whatever Juhability thefe witnefles 
light be undtn it is fully made up, and they rendered 
nexceptlonably habile by the chain of t^his wholebufine^^t 
t is true one man through the concurrence of corrufive 
umours, may have an infenfible mark $ another be en* 
ioufly defamed ; a third may through fudden grief or 
iclancboly, not be. able to weep, &c a fourth ipay be 
)aded with fufpiclousclrcura dances, when extraordinary 
:\ings' fall out jn the country ; a fifth tmay be deponed 
gainil by two falfe witneffts, though neither of tbcfc 
fparately be truly witches But by thC: known obferva* 
ion and experience of mankind, none except witches 
ave had the uT»happy medley and coacourfe of all or 
Qofl of thtfe indhtat and ordinarily, and for tfie greater 
tart, vscitchts have them: fo that fince the rules o£ 
Udgement nre eftabitfticd upon that ^uvd fUrtm^ueJii 



^tAi^ does obUifl till an ex«epli0n be aj^Ar^t in « Ipew 
fiial cafe» the conjundion of thefe in one perhn does iif> 
plainly give hia charafber, aa the • moiir pertain fympcomt*' 
of the plaiaeft difeafe» being nniverfaily concerted in ^' 
paru 0i the world, points out to uatl^ th^ bavt^rof 
them 18 a pcrfon truly affected with that difeafe, whereCff* 
he hath the concurreot diagnofttcs. In a word, one or 
other of thefe may conciir in the ianoccwt; but no writ« 
(tri do atttffty that all of them hare conceiitred iii any*' 
other perfoo in the wt>rld but a Wltth : and on the other 
handf they taking place id Witchet, through all parts iir 
the world, muft proceed from a commoiif and not froiH 
» peculiar humour or caufe* 

The l^ecific aptitude, of fomeof theaiceft of the rniRctM^^ 
which appearfd from the probation already led to difcoiKtr' 
a. Witch, do ferT^ to clear the ground of the wiyHd^a< 
obfenration anent them. Particularly the devil as aping 
Cod, imprints a facran»ent of hts covenant \ befides that^^ 
commonly this mark being, given at the firff meetiiig, 
does by its intolerable pain force the Witch toafeconct' 
rendesvous for curing it, at which the poor wretch beings 
under this furious neceifity, fixes the paction by renewing^ 
it with deli()eration, having been diverted in the' meHi 
time from cpnfidering the horridaefs'of the drflr: engagtfi* 
ment by the pain, i'he inhability to flied tears may be 
charafteriftic of hardening, though not always in the cafe' 
of Chriftians ; yet in thofe who have ceafed to be fuch^ 
lead the devil givihg theiti fueh wordsf of fcripture and 
prayer as many have, it (hould be impofiible to difcpver 
tl^ir hypocrify ; and that is not Satan's own intCMfty 
fince by this difcovery, occafion is given to buffnon the 
profcffi^m' of bohaefs. A teport often arifes without 
ground, but a conftant repute that beeps footing, impliea' 
Iw the mod part a furef caufe, efpecially when it ia of* 
perfons below eavy ; and by peribns above calumny. 
The girl falling in fits at approach of the psnnels,. mlglfet> 
proceed from aatip^ihy, arifing from the poifbnoes fteauie' 
ni tfac WiU^ aosuiesmrd to produce ^t cffeft ttaieii|;|f» 
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^.^rtnoeafbcd thtrdo hy the detti, hy conjaiiAIcHi -tf^ 
astiii«l<«ufc8 (the fame way &• the invifibfe pefttlencc 
doe* operate) or )im promfi^ of cafting the gtrl in fits at 
tke Wiich*t prefence, might have been general; whereby 
the jyitch #ii cvettttialljr befooled and dtfcovered at it 
oliten Mis out : f4r Satan ciiTiet even their temporal fcli« 
•ky* and fearty left by continiling- here» they fhould be 
left out of his hands by converfioA^ when they come to 
• perceive the delufion of his promifes to make them rich, ire. 
* There was one thing further wbii:h was tried before 
your lord^htpty vis. none of the pannels that were tried 
(ilhoQgh moft fagacious and knowing, and perfed ia 
memory, fo that it coiild not proceed from ignorance or 
fprgetfulnefs) could make out the attempt of faying the 
Xiord's Prayer ; which may either be a fecret judgement 
, for renouncing their firft Lord, after whom it is peculiarly 
dtnominatCy or by reftraint of their new 4ord9 who may 
t)tink that roa fpecial ati homage to his adverfary. But 
^ we have biadered you too k>Bg wkh that which it not 
: neceflary : for this being incontrovertible law and cuflolihy 
there needs no philofophy to fupport it ; fince legiflatora 
do reafon^ but fubje^s muft obey : and both the fool an4 
bfty (who have neitller read nor thought enough to 
ttoderftand this fubje6i) are to be left to their own chi* 
meras ; yet left they (hould infult, we fliall anfwer in their 
filibiony fucfa of the objef^ions as the pannels advocate 
thought airy wife worthy to be repeated m this place. 

< Whereas it is* objected, that Delrio, (e£i. 5. $ 4. Oayt^ 

thatybrff are not to:be admitted witneflea ad cotidetnntm* 

dpm% efpecialiy/ confideriiig that the prolNUio* oiiglit ta 

be luce mtriditma ciaftor* ' ' • 

: It ia anfweredi that the .place itfelf confutes this infer- 

. cice in the prefent cafe: for it lays ex hit Jolts men eM 

^ frocedfndum ad condemmHiomem Ah conirafimn communitu 

; /C«erf Csf m frmtti thtinere^ &fr. fo it is evident^ i ft. The 

; cpmmon opinion and' cuftom is in the (Contrary, even 

where there is no other probation,- but by the partners of 

(|f|b€«timff«^ Yet, «diy» We arc Mi to ftraite&ed; ^^ ' 



liibfitme ia bistcrf wotdi; em tv fdkr wt ^fiot'id«M ' 
the pAnaek (houkl be coademned ; but yMir lordHiipt f«t 
thefe witQcflet we are to . adduce are nUt /oli or alooe i- 
for the pTobatlon led thefe laft fixteea hourt, are fo maaf 
concomitastt aad difcorerct of proTideace^ which abftrud 
aad make upaay defeat in their credit. that caa be de& 
derate, sdly. Hence the meaaing of that maatm (whJeh^ 
it metaphorical, at appeart by the words clarior iuet 
meridianaf an equal clearneft being fufBcient) is fuUj 
sofweredr and takeft place in the prefent ea1«; for the 
extraordinariners of the c§r^ra, JfMh pregaaacy of- the 
adminicles, and poiatednefii of the pofitive probationi 
being conjoined ; there h not a clearer proof irpbn record 
in aay natioB, than th^t^o which it it hoped thefe wil} - 
amount. / 

Whereas this. allegaDee it ejlforeedy by pretending it 
were of dangeroua eonfe^uence to aUow fuch witne(le%to 
prove meeting: with the devil, fince Satan might have 
.reprefeated others by their falfe flupes. - ^ * 

. It is answered, ift. That we are i}9t\ftraiteoed in, this» 
be^aufe ihere are many other articles prqve'n» which i:ould 
hot h^vq been;fal(lfie(}« J3ut; if we. give fome (cope t0 
Tcafoningy evea in this point, it istob^ coaridered^ thai 
the rules of judgenieiit are ettabliflilMi upon that which for 
ihq moft, part does ftill obtain, and rules are to be follpap- 
ed» till ^n- exception be provei^ in a particular circuoiftan* 
tiate.cafe. But fo it ip^ by tbe^eyp^riienee aud Qbfcfr 
tation of the wifeft divines, lawyers, phvidrophcrsy phjf 
£^ians, Aatfttm^jif judges^ a^d hi'floriiris, at home and 
abroad (that are too wife to be impqiedUpon> and tQO 
iagenuous to deceive ut.| when they all eoaCujr in the fame 
matter of fa^) b^fide the teilimony of Witchet themfelvet 
every where^ Inakes the apparitions of Witches to be 
commonly and, moftly real; and therefore the. teftimony 
of the fenfes it always to be credited aneat theqi^ aye and 
while it be canvelled. For fingle . or few inftances of 
falfe reprcfcntatioBs to the £eafes efteeming them tp be 
$xwi, or a poflibility of appearances )^tiQg falfci . caii^. 

O jt 
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rnmUe bmKSatt tlic •vote <ftt)4fftc<I apM cxpcrfmscv 
trkich It comm^y and ^r the moft part» wherdiy bo* 
fX«eptioit it tO'be prefumtd till k be pro^n in a fpeciaf 
vsfe { Ab€« •• Jvronder does not AtWrt the proof-drawii 
from the comixtfn-€<Mirfe of nature : logic ad«itet not t& 
wrgae m fartuuUirit or -from poffitility to exiftance ; law 
fltttt the haNleii of 'proWng fniifllatioD on the affirmer, 
snd that which feld^m occurty it »ot ^onfidered by tlifr 
kgtflatori. 

For iUttftrattfig of vbich» it it farther tobe coafidere^, 

that for the tn<)ft part and ordinarilj, the Witdiet are 

Ipcrfonally. eSiftent. in the placet where ^thcy appe ar» be« 

«aiife it it more Qafjr for the prince of the air to tranfport 

them inhit hi^rricantt which he can-raife^ as it plain ill; 

the indance of Job (who wat pat in hit pOwer9 u e. hta 

jMinral pdw<ri^ithottt delegation) fotfl»irtg a fence npoff 

their face, wheveby the vk^nee of the air may he dirert« 

td from choaklng them, then to form'tlie corront fA»' 

niature of fuch various tranfa6tions on their brain,: the 

^difficulty wherenf it the greater, tliat all their fancier 

•re not difpofed at all timet the fame way, and they 

have nM the feeds of 'this ^ork, ^unlefs they had once 

.Ji^ed it in reality.' It it both the greater crime an^ 

pleafure to a£l in truth ; which therefore the devil and 

Witches do rather chufe (unleft the plaee he fiar diflant« 

er the party indifpofed) and thit de faOo is attefted^ta 

be fo» by the Writert and Witchet in all natxont and 

ngei, at faid it. ' 

idly, Kotwith(l«ndinig4hat t4ie rule miift hold, tiH^n 
«xceptk>n of • exoulpation be e^inced^ qwmd a parttcalar 
perfon, by evidencing that the real appearance was in 
ihat fpeciel cafe a true'miftake ; yet thit except iofi ia 
fofficicnt for fafety of the mifreprefented ; fiace the fame 
providence -which permitted the affidion, will order the 
4>utgate «ind exeulpationi either by the arrlal bodiet not 
,; biding the tooeh, or fome oth^ diftindion, as providence 
commonly nllawt the devil to perfonate only with a cloven 
foot $ Q/t that Ihe apparition wat foDy ta one fingle 



liktst who caahot fie a jjrbof; (ir ffiit the I'niiocent «ail 
'prove aliBi ; or finally; the notoifr charaifter df a Samud 
will purge and difpcl the afperfioliis of '^atin, conftriVed 
of purpofc to difcrcdit the cridence of fcnfe, byvrhtcll 
alone hit inftriiments can be dlfcoVered. Efpecially tht§ 
chara6ler being joined to the other clrcumftartdes of th^ 
pWtidetice ; fach' ai, when good nicn aire difgui fed* they 
ire motfly paffive in the fcene n^id. 6ti^v<rith thereof: 
Whereat Wftch^? are^ perfonany aftive "in their commoti 
fife by fuch' words and deeds as ^i'n 'i^rtjhnTarx)n witlk 
thcfe appearahces) cdnfpirc to maW us knovr and dii^ 
tinguifh then! from the truly good 5 frnce thefe Witches 
bpeii profanity, nadghkinefSy or utrvciled hypbcrify, being 
clearc;d by fame, fealed by the irtark, arid confirmed by 
the other difooverfes of the adminicles that lie proven be* 
Ibre you, do ftill make a hnd mark betwixt the children 
%f darkneft'artd lighr. . So Dclrio, lib. j/feft. 16 N 5*; 
tells Qf AthanaHus and "^t. Germanus,' agarnft wham pro* 
bation Wis adduced for forcery,* bnt providence did can- 
Vcl it. It is a.famous inftancc of Sufanna, feprefented 
by the ciders ; which though not in the cafe of fpcArc, 
jret sfgrees in the rational The reprefehtation by Pha* 
toah*s magiciafis had Concomitants, by which they were 
dffcovcred and confounded. But laftly, fuppofe that God, 
ItL the depths of his wifdom (to convince the error of 
jnimibus felf-confidence) (hbiild permit 'all neccHary pro* 
battoii to concur againll an innocent ; yet the judge, fol- 
lowing the /aith of proofs cftabli(hed by divine and humart 
laws, is altogether innoxious : fince this cafe being very- 
hire, the evil is left than the eftahlifliing a j>rinciple, by 
Which mod of all thefe monlters could not be cut off 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that as though oft-times 
ftlfe witfieflcs fet on by the devil, have taken away a harm- 
lefs life, by accufing It of other crimes; yet the teftimony 
of witneflfes mull ftill be credited till they be redargued J 
(b thefe appearances of Witches with the other fpecialitiet 
before ejtpreffed, being proven, ought to be elteemcd 
rcali till the fallacy be eftablifhed. Efpecially feein'* 



t&cre tee esfeamples m ancient an4 wcileni hiftoiy,- af 
Satia'ts reprcfentiog the beft of oicn» as commtttiDg mur- 
der» buggerf> Ice. in effigy. So Delno» lib. 5. fe6t* 
1 6. N. 5« reUtea» that St. Sitvanui was reprefeated by 
^he icfilf at eommitting « common capital crime ; and 
the like of a monk ; whereof there are fereml modera 
parallel inftances : yet this cannot enervate the rule and 
faith of public judicatures* founded on no more but upoa 
^e light of the like appearanges; and anyargitmeat 
fgainft the protj^tlon in witchoraft^ will equally hold 
9gainft the probation of any other crime whatfomever^ 
wherefore the rules of them both muil becommoo» as to 
belieTing the fenfes fortified »/ Jupra^ till their error be 
indnridually difcovered. 

Finally, the certainty ii noways diminiffied by the exi* 
traordinariaefs of the appearance tp the fenfes : for in law 
and nature reality, and not fimulation, is pvefamcd, till th^ 
contrary be made appear, that it is adlually fi^. Thia 
IS anfwer enough to thofe who place a grqat4>art of theia 
fmaU wit in aonfenfical arguing againft all diviae atithor<# 
ity : bttt writ era further tlluftrate that the extraordinari* 
nefs of a matter of fad, does not exclude its realiticj- 
being the fubjeft of the tcftimony of witneffea in our 
Saviour's miracles, traaifiguration, walking oa tbe watera^ 
■llaoding in the midft of the^difciples while the doora were 
fbut, aad arguing affurance by their fenfes, that a fpjirit 
bad not fle(h and bojics, though indeed .the furer word of 
prophefy did pnjt thefe beyond doubt. 

Nor could it be alledged for the pannels (though they 
bad the lalt word as perhaps they have not, in OLbjc^tioaa 
a^ainft witncfiTeSa ftnce therein ret Jiunt aQorcs- by attack- 
ing the witnejQes prefumed habiltty) that it is not con-^ 
ceiveable, how the girl or witnefies. could fee what the 
bye-ftandera could not behold : befide the iropoffibility 
of the real bodies entering at clofe doora and windovaa^ 
or not intercepting the fight of what is at its back. 

For this it would be anfwered, ill. Proven fadts muft 
not be denied, thoUgh pl^ilofophers hare not fzt av« 



.tHHiIy reached the JoTifible manner of tEetr exiftenoc-: fr 
in r>atiire the loadlione 4raw9 the iron, the coropafs turn» 
always to the poltts, 6cc. , la Scripture the angels (anp 
the devil was onc^ fuch, retalnmg at yet his natural pow* 
fr8)fmote ?he Sodomites, that they could not fee the 
door, though they faw the houfe. Balaam's afs perceived 
the aixgel that llood undifcovered to himfelf ; and the ro(J 
thrown down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubf 
fee n by themfelves, though invifS^Ie to the bye-fts^nders, 
v^hich holding of their eyes, interpreters explain, to have 
\}ctn done by natural means ; and yet the jmanner thereof 
If certainty difficult. 

However it is alfo certain, that if a poffibTe way caa 
be propofed, the reality of a proved fafl is not to b^ 
c^ntradii^ed? andthis can be done in the prefent cafeV 

For, 2dly, Satan's natural knowledge and \acquire4 
experience, makes him perfe£l in the optics and limning; 
befides that, as a fpirtt, he excels in ftrength and agility^ 
whereby he may eafily bewitch the eyes of of others ; ti 
whom he intends that his indruments (hould not be feeo 
in this manner as was formerly hinted, viz. he con(tricl$ 
ibe pores of the witches vehicle, which intercepts a part 
of the ray« refle£iin^'from her. body, he condcnfes thf 
interjacent air with grofier meteors blown into it, or 
otherwife does viol^egtly agitate it, which drowns another 
part of the ray»; and laftly, he.obftru£ls the optic nervcif 
with bumours iltrred toward them i all which joined to- 
gether, may eafily intercept the whole rays reflcfting 
from thefe bodies, fo as to make no imprcflion upon the 
commaa fenfe ; and yet at the fame time, by the refrac- 
tion of the rays, gltd log alongft the iijtted fides of the 
▼olatile couch, wherein Satan tranfports them, and thero* 
by meeting and coming to the eye, as if there were no- 
thing interjacent, the w^l or chair behind the famf 
bodies may be feen ; as a piece of money lying out of 
fight in a cup becomes vifible, bow foon the medium i« 
altered by pburing in fome water on it. Several of your 
Qiimbcr ^•^n^Wi (h^t the .girl decUrcd^ that (he f»v 
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ifnd heard tlic doors and windowi opeB at the witcbet 
entry, when, no doubt, the devil had precondcnfcd A 
foft poftage oa the eyes and ears of others, to whom that 
was unpcrceived. 

So Apolonius efcaped Domitian's flight ; aftd Gigeji 
became invifible by his magical ring. John of Sanfberrle 
ftcUs us of a Witch, that could make any thing not to be 
feen : and Mcjerus relates another that had the like 
power. Some Italian Witches of gfreaccr than ordinary^ 
wit, confelTed to Grilandas, the devil opening doors ana 
windows for them, thongh the more ignorant, \>j a 
facination, think themfeWes.adors of this. tVhence it 
ought not to l^e doobced by any reafonable man« what iir 
all times and places is fe inconteftible fa£t. , 

Finally, the pannels could not infift, that, thefe con« 
feflants are to depone only on their imagination, yphich 
can j>rove no more againft themfelves or others than a 
liream. 

For flill it \A t# he minded, that there are other proofs 
to which this is only neceflary as a confonant adminicle. 
But further, Arg: caufa. it is anfwered, that the allegi« 
ance is a miilak^ ; feeing they are plain matters of faft 
obvious not only to one, but feveral of their fenfes, tiz. 
fome of them went the greateft part of the way to thefe 
meetings on foot ; they there faw and touched their 
iconfederates ; they heard their combinations to deilroy, 
and torture the infants, girl, addminifters: they returned 
on foot again, and eren when they were cafried fore 
' or back, they knew on the next day that it was no dream, 
the fame way as all other mortals difcoter the difference. 
But moreover, this is adminiculate by fome real effe^s of 
*a perfonal prefence, as you hate feen in the probation: 
and yet it is further cleared by the journal of Bargarran's 
daughter's fufferings ; which was aCtefled before the 
former commiffioners, and is notour in the country, par- 
ticularly, the glafs of fack and orange pill, the pieces 
of the clouted fleeves, the words expreffed by the keeper 
ott the fudden murder of the chfld j whick artf con&aotly 
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tM Bf fcime of ijit eotffcthiktn t tt ilta tKe fiotife lietnc 
meally that night ; the girl, though >faoadwinked« hw 
&!ling in fits at their approach , tfcc. and othcrt which 
AM be pointed at to the af&ae* conjoined together, . cMt 
be afevibed to no other caufe than the real cxtiience' of 
^e Witchet perfons in the place ; nnlefs it be faid, thiie 
ffatan might poffibly have foifted and foborned ai) th^fe^ 
and thence it be cpnoluded, that the devil did af^uaU^ f(V 
in which cafe the objedori are the perfont that bottom^ 
their opinion on imagination, without any pofitive'^oundi 
of the reatitj of what they fancy; yea, ttg^infL po&tvas 
grotmdi of belief in the contrary, which arguing froim 
poSbility to exlftanccr is already itifficiently eapl<^ed«^ t 

Whereas for fuflainrng the oSjedbn, it is likewiie iU 
fedgedy that the confefTants having been in the devil'a 
fernce» ,and renounced Chrift, they are not capable <^f 
the religion of an oath. 

ift« In the rules of cfatfriiy, &c. the cdnfefiaoli^ 
though once Witehes, yet now they, at leaft the miQaritf 
of them, have cealed to be fuch^ having had the - afe of 
^ meaqs by the miniftcrs and word, aod aduaUv declared 
their repentance, and the devil ceafmg to moleft theifei % 
particularly Elisabeth Anderfon was oAly carried alongft 
violently by her father, and flood out to the laft againft 
ber renouncing of her baptifm, or confenting 'to theie 
crimes which *vere contri^d in their niMetings. Jauee 
ind Margaret Rodgers do teftify a great teWiorr<9 9Md 
avowed ^he4ame lait Sabbath, in the face of ^the 40iigrei 
gation. So thofe three are fufficieutf whatioevtfr il migtrt 
le faili agaiiift the>o{heV two, efpe^ially if We join the 
improbability either of hazarding their own lives, or th# 
devil's fending them out againft the pannels, of their 
deftroying their own relations, as was remarked before* ^> 

Butf adlyV Whether they remain Witches or not, it 
IS certain, by reafon and experience, that the- devil's pc« 
iuliar inldaence ceaferb in^nd about judgement: by the 
Oommod eourfe of providence ; and therefore the-ouohort 
before ei ted -admit Witchas whether penitent ornQt. 



$dly, AO tK« ie fe At of tb«ir'habilit7 it fapplted* aiil 
the entirenefd thereof coinpleatcd» by their teftinoiifei 
being fo wonderful adminicultte ; ptrtrcuburly the coBfe£* 
£ints nre conftaht from the firft difcorery ; froiforin in fo 
▼nriotti circumfttncei, not only with themfeUet, but with 
the gtri : they declare nothing but what ti probable, noft- 
of the pan nets hare been reputed Witchei, all of itkedt 
baviD|r the mark ; and one or other of them, (to whoift 
the aflbciates delighted in mifchief, never mifled to join)- 
baTing had particular irritation to take rerenge by the 
torture a«d deaths libejled } befides the other adoiinicleft 
of goilt already proren before you. The confeflaott were 
threatened to retra£t by the pafttieb thcmfeWes and tkeir 
frienda ; btfides the bad ufage from others tn the eeuntry. 
They concur with the maleffcUt's te{limoiiy» aa4 aoioagf^ 
themlelves, evca jrhen interrogate iingly ; and upon new 
things, as fevcral of your nuirber have tried the experu 
Ci^Qt : the reiteration of the a6ts which they declare anent 
Ionic pcrfbns whom they never Taw except in . tkefe coa^ 
gTctk% ; yet whom they know liow dn the &rSt /tght» is 
tnaecouatable if they were falfaries* Ai^d that they «r« 
9ot r^chy is further abftruded by fome of the pannelsr 
being ddated by a confei&ng Witch in anno 1 687. And^ 
you know that others delated by thefe confefiants were 
lately brought in guilty by the verdifi of a former ioqiueft^ 
&c* which are lb many joint proofs of thefc witnei&« in^ 
Icgrity^ and makes a chain. of eyideno* and moral demoii«r 
ftfatioih both7again(t ercor i& ihamfelves, aad delttfion ua 
reialion 'to others, 5;«. 

: There were fome things < obj<r£led, out of the law of 
Scotland, of which I (hall give you fome touch. 
• Whereas it was alledged, that iVr^/i'/i crimlnibus capi^ 
ta/iiutt and fo under the purfuers power, cannot be ad-i 
mi tied to be witneffes ; conform to a ftatute in Regiam 
Mojeftaitm.. 

V To this k was anfwered, that we ne^d- i^ot fay, that 
tkefe ftaiutes have not the force of law, except in fo fa« 
as they are received by cu.ilom, unkfs (sonform theret«b 
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A Uik cannot ^tnrfs againft a clerk, er e c$ittrMf fta^. 
Nor need wc make ufeof that Avhich ii obvious, viz. that 
thefc ftatutea are only common rules in ordinary crimeat 
fuch as witchcraft, &c. Nam omnu regu/a fuhi>erti potefi^ 
and particttlarly this rule is aflually fo reftridled in the 
cafe of witchcraft, by the opinion of lawyers and ciifton^a 
befbrt-mentipned, which are the bed intcrp/eters of laws; 
for \{ this application fhould hold, foetus criminus could 
ncycr be admitted; but we ppfitively deny, that thofc 
eonfeiTaRts are u^der our power .or influence; feeing 
Elifabeth Anderfon is not guilty of witchcraft, for any 
tbtng that dqes appear; the Lindfays were never indi£le4 
for it ; and the diet was deferted agaiaH the Rodgers ; 
M the whole coiximiflion is to expire againft the firft of 
June, betwixt vnd which time, .they are to proceed no 
further.than this particular trial. So that thii objedtioi 
Taniihes to fmoke. 

Whereas it is preteaded, that the Rodgers cannot be 
received} becaufc not given out in the li(l of witnefftSy 
jfoiiforni to the regulation, whereby the pannela might 
have proytti their oBjeQ ions hy tlvsir exculpation. 

It was anfwcrcdj lit, This objcftion ought to be 
repelled, "becaufe, beidesthat the z€i fpeaks only of crN 
mmal libels, and not indiflmcnta, which with the lift of 
the witnefTes may be given in far fliorter time than the 
additional lift has. been given to the paiinels, being prifon- 
era ; this a^ is interpreted by the common cuftom of the 
jufttce court ; of giving additional lifts after the firftj 
upon (hotter time ifaan Hiis has been given ; as is par-*' 
ticularly aHefted by janies ,6uthene, macer^ wlio hai 
given- t&e|nv arnd Who being a pcrfoh in o^ce, his tefti-' 
mony is to be credited in what relates to his office ; fa 
that the old cuftom confirmed by a decifion, Auguft 3d 
16619 where Alexander Forrefter was cited apud a£la 
againft a Witch, contiiiues ^»0j</ thin point, as is related 
by M^Kenxie, page 529. But, adly. Any objeiSlion 
tbat the pannels pretend' againft thefe witntiTes,^ is tH 
fi»r€^ or may inftaotly appear, jidly, The cafe -is alcoi* 
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rt}icr cxtraordiaary and ciFCumftsntiatei br the wij» 
Tefles had not confeficd ; and fo were not exi/lenfe 
iiadet that redublication when the principal liH was giycn, 
out; whcrrrbj the a£l of parliament. can only be undtr- 
flood of witaelTes that were th<;a ejiiilent. And finally^ 
the pannels got a general warrant of exculpation for citing 
of any witneiTes they pleafed* and they have had feveral 
days fince they got this additional Hft, fo that ther 
night have cited witnrfies to prove their obje£lioDS« 
were it not, the truth . is they have none befides thcfc 
that are common, and before anfwered* 

Thus I have given you hints that your own reafan^- 
ing (which I know to be refined) may improve and 
apply, fo as to diifolve the quibbles which the petty win, 
whd have not foul enough of th<m£clves to penetrate 
into the true light of what is recondite, may raife 
agatnd'it ; it being their common talent either to ikip 
over the furface of mines, or otherwife to tear afund^r 
fome appurtenanct:s of a Scheme, and then prefently pro- 
dounce it mortally maimed. 

I muft confefs, that none could be more fceptical ase^t 
the truth of fuch odd things as I have heard 4 npr inqui- 
iitiye for convafing the reality and explications of them^ 
than t was before my attendances on Bargarraa's houfe» 
and the feveral diets of court, and my converfattoo with 
fome of thofe concerned thereainent. fiut now, after 
a^l! I have fetn, reafoned, and heard, I do acknowledge 
my fclf entirely captivate by the di<5tate8 of patural under- 
ftatiding .^iid commipn fenfe, into a found, mind and per* 
{{xaCioxiy that, as there is fuch a thing as witchcraft; foit 
was eminent in its foren^eptioi^d* f^c^ ; aiid thefevea 
pannels were fome of the Witches. 
*1 have troubled you little with my proper obfervationt t 

' yet left you (hould think me either too jai^y or pecvifh, I 
(hiall make one, and it i$f that I do not think the greater 
part oi the condemned prifoders wiH ever fully confefs; 
qf Wiich conjecture 1 have two chief gtounds, via* 

. that they are neither ignorant nor mdanct^olicr^ bii|. 



mn ikt eoltmyi feafeof thciti wooM Ufniti^ have iM^n* 
jUnce enlightened before they fell away, fo that, if this be 
4 .£n unto death, there is no appearance that thej will 
glorify Gad by ackiK>wle4gemcnt. 

Several of them are of lingular knowledge, .and acute« 
Befs beyoiid the common level of their (lation : paiticu- 
kirly, Margaret Lang did make harangues in her owK 
defence, 'which naither divine nor lawyer 4:ould reafon* 
ably .m«Qd : yet I thought that when they fpokc in a 
matter of any concern, their eyes fiood fquint andlixedt 
«a <f they had been turning their ^cars aiMi attentive to a-.^ 
dilator* Their anfwers to the the trying interrogatortei 
^ut to them, were furprifingly Tubtile^ and cautious t 
though indeed, by the induftry of fomf! of the judges an^ 
lawyers, they were at oecadons involved in lies, .prevari- 
ications, and contradictions : which migl^.baveproceedei^ 
.cither from natural or preternatural caufts. Some of 
them were efteem«d in the country very fagacious and 
exa^k in their ^ufinefs ; Margaret Lang hi^ving been a 
midwife, and one o\ the Lin^iays having squired acoi}- 
iiderable fortune by his tillage and trade ; yet it was 
noticed, fomething odd Either of iniquity or afft6\atioB ; 
and Lindfay did hnely get off from the iheriff when he 
was formerly accufed in 1 6b7. 

Melancholtaits are lovera of Iblttude ; Witches 'of ft- 
ciety and feafts ; jthofe are commonly pale and heavy | 
many of thtfe corpulent and voluptuous. Witches are 
l^ard to iConfefs .as kne^i^g tKeir giiiltj nrtelanchoiiana 

..deli]^t.ta difcov^f tbcir Ttorridtfl d^mps, bC'Caufe they 
think them no. crim«; the one's conf^ffions -everywhere 

r are untlbrm ; the other's ph^ntafms; .ar^ 4|n various as tlteir 
bumbucs. Finally, Witches teach trKeir; trad^i whereaa 
coii(;eiis would die with them$ and cotild be no more cqn« 
Tcyed ihanahe humour ujiich iathefpcciiiccaufetbctei)f« 
As thefe diilinguifliing^/^aradtrf do.hpld in general; fo 

' it is already m^nife^l., that thp. rej^l iffc^s in ftveral paf* 
fages of Bargarran's dai^ghtf)', Vere not poifibly prr* 
diicible by xtiy imagination or.hupiour i and it is tpco^ 
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ffi 4fai9 calt» that tiekfaer the panneb not conflptfiEnts 

diftempered-by being kept from deep, tortured, or the 
Kke^ which were too ofual in former timet; but all the 
oeafures were ftridlly obferved, that are the requiiites o{ 
a truly impartial jadgement. 

Indeed ndt to haVefent unto you the doubles of tbc 
depofittons themlelvei'; becaufe it is not dented that the 
depofitions are fueh as they are reprefeBted in the plead- 
ings ; the chief queftion being anent the habilicy of the 
Jaft deponents. -Neither was you to expeft the defender's 
]iart of the debate, feparately by itfelf, in refpe6t that 
Hrhat was difperfed here and there for them* is falthfullj 
repeated and implied in what you hare* as to thofe ppini^ 
Vhich I thooght worthy the notice. 
' Upon the w'hole, I do believe, that there is fcarcely f 
M more rive proVidence of this nature in any true hiftory^ 

• more exad^ caution in any enquiry or trial of this kind ; 

• more clear probation, without confeffion of the panoela 
themfelves; or a more jnft fenteaccy putting together a^ 
cM'cumftaneei upon record* ' > 

' APPiENDi:^ Now C. 

An account of the Confefiioa and Death of John Reidj 

' Smith ii( lAchinnan, who made a difcorcry Conform 

to the former wicaefles after the trial was ov^u 

Upon th^ '2 1 ft' of' Miy ;i697, i after the trial of tl^c 
^Teteir Witches, ther^ is 'an a!tteftat4oii> fubfcrihed . by Mn 
- Patrick'SimpfiiBjrtiiniftcrat Rehfre^^Wsdtcr Scot t* bailie 
" there, &c. of this import, Jdhn Rrid^fmithin lachiniiaD^ 

* prifoner, did in pirc fence of the faid peribns and fome 

* others, ^declare, xhm about a year ago the devil (whom 
be knew to be fuch thereafter) appeared to him wbeQ.(ie 

1 was travUh*ag in the high t time, but (poke none to lum 
mt the firft cheotm^er; ^ At tbefecood appearance he gave 
bim a btteor nip^tn his lein,. which he fpund painful for 

'' ta fottttighttf That the thnd time j)e appcareji to hina^'^w 



.It Uadk. nftn; &d. defired him to tngwgt in kit («r«k« 
upon airuTance of getting gear and comfort in the world i 
fince hefliouki not want any thing that he. would aik iu 
. the deyil'a name : and then he. renounced hit baptifm» 
, pvAtitig the one hapd to the crown of hit head, . and i)ic 
'bcher to the Me of hh» foQt» thereby giving himfelf up ^» 
^ Satan's fenrice*. after which the pain of the bite or nip 
ceafed^ He told that hitherto there were no others p«e* 
' fdint ; but thereafter he was at fereral meetings, particii* 
lady that in Bargarran's yard, about the time whea th^« 
Hmk a faft for Chriftian Shaw ; where the devil appeared 
: iii thefame kind 6f garb as he firft appeared to him, and they 
. confiilted ChriftianU death* either by worrying or dro«9i|«^ 
, tng her in the well; apd.the devil faid, he (hould. warrant 
. "themt that they ihould .neither be hean-d^ feen, nor cG\n« 
< fefs $ to which end he. gaye every one of them a bit #f 
flcihy that the declarant got, but let it fall and did not 
eat it. Thereafter in the prefence of the^jaird of Jordi^i* 
litll, the miniilcr, Mr. Andrew Cochran, townclerk, and! 
batlie Paterfon, he owned his former confefiions: and 
being enquired of Joidanhill how they were advertifed of 
'.^eir meetings, he faid tharor4inanIy at tfaeirt meetingt 
the time of the next was appoifited i but for particular ^ 
. iratni^g there appea)*ed a black dog with a chain aboiit \ 
.' his neckf who tinkling ic, they were to follow, &cw 
- And being enq^iired .^y the ipinifter, if he did now wholly 
v^enounce the deyil (for.he.had formerly told hgtw Satan ' 
'kad nbt p^fprmed;his psom'it^) and give himfelf to Jclus 
Ghrift,' ^nd de£re to fi^d. m^r^ y of God through bim : * 
.ke affented. thereunto. . l|is;to be bbCcrved that John 
• Reidy after his confeffion, bad called out of the prifpn 
' window, defiring bailie Sct>tt to keep that old body Angus 
Forrefler, whp hM been bis fellow prifoner, clofe and 
, fecure i whereupoiy the company aiked John, .When they 
were kanng.him, ot^ Friday's night the si^ of May, 
' whether he defired compapj, or would be airaid alone, he' 
faid he had no fear of any thing. \ So b^ing left till Sati^r- 
day's forcoooDy he was found in this pofture, vis. Bitiop 
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' m^n a ttoell, w^ktr waa on tbe iirartti of Ait diimnef^ 

with his feet on the floor aud his body ftraight upward^ 
ktt (houlders touching the lintel of the chimney, but hia 
neck tied with his own neckcloth (whereof the knot was 
iehind) to a fmall fftck thruft into acliftabovethcUiitel 
•f the phfmney ; upon which' the companj, «fpccially 
' John Campbell, a Ctirgeon> who- was called, though at 
firft in reipedl of bfe being in an ordinary pofture of fit« 
|iiT^y and the neckcloth not hating" any run loup, but 
an ordinary knot, whk:h was not very ftrait, and the ftick 
tiot having the iVrength to bear the weight of bis body 
or the firuggle, that he had not been" quite dead; but 
^finding it otherwife* and that he was in* fnch* a fitaation, 
that he could not have been the alitor theroof bimfeif, 
concTuded that fome extraordinary caufe had done tt« 
cipecially, confidering that the door of the rpom waa 
ftcured, and that tikere wat a board fet over the window, 
which was not there the night befiorc when they left bin.. 

APPENDIX Nb- D. 

I am much obliged to John Stewart^ near Neilfton, for 
favouring me with the curious old manufcript volumi^y 
Jrotp which the following Sermon is extracted. I under- 

- iftand that thrs curious old n»anufcript volume came int^^ 

' Mr. Stewart's poffcflion frirm hi* forefathers'. This book 
was originally the property of A. Mathre, who probably 
was a Student in the Univerfity of Glafgow between the 

■ years 1707 and 1709, for thefe dates aic wrinen on it* 
« In this Sermon, befides fueh ancient orthography, as^ 
mm for an and aiir, J09 for do^ ha for hssf bt^ for 

' higheftf &c. t great number of contradions alfo occur, a* 
y. X fo' 7'/^* Cbrjjff qch. and iiv. for wk'ub, qm» 
for 'wb^m, on, for mfbgn^ q9, for wbo^ qr for nifhere^ 
mri, for «;i^, ye. for tbe^ 'ym. for tbenif yn for tktm 
and tban^ yr, for their and therti yt, for f&V, jpj^; fe^ 
ibef»^ and yt, f«r thai,. 
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- iVft^cd hy Mt. David Brawn*, at Paifle jr^ on WelAief* 

. t day the 9th of June 1697 years, being the day 
before the .execution of feveral perfona condemned 
for witdicraft. 

f. Timothy i. Chap. 16. T. Howhfitf for this ^§aufi 
J obtained mercy 9 tkat in me Jirfi Jefut Chrsftmgbt fie^ 
. forth all longfuffering^ for a pattern to them, that Jb^uld 
. hereof Ur hettcve in him ta hfc iveriajlu^, i 

m AN by nature, (ince the fall, is a guilty creature, ;and^ 
being guilty is ready to be jealous of God, as jf valL hi» 

_ defigns were defigns of wrath againft him ; yea, oftentimet 
fo fufpicioHs is man of God, that he is jealous o£ the 
bardnefs qf his defigir rii that whi^h isoneoftlie gresitefC 

, in dances of his love in the world, and that is in fending, 
bis Son Jefus Chriil into the world to favc (inners. > To 
obviate thir, the Apoflk tells us, John iiL. ij,. Goi^/eni 

. not hif Son to condemn the ivorld, hut that the ^aoicl^ 
might he faved through him. Even Luther htrtirelf, as ia 

^reported of him, was fo fufpicious of God this way, 
miftaking that place of ScriptHre, Ropi.Ji^i; aj, 26* ^ 
ff^hom God hath Jet forth to he a propitiation^ ^ndth^kvgb 

faith in his hfood to deelare his rifhteoufnefi^. he-|»iid^r{too(t 
it as if the words, to declare his r'tghteoiijnejs^ had been 

' that God fent forth his Son to the world, to f«t fortl^ His 
Judgements upon the world. I fay, fometinles man coniet 

.10 great a length in this, that he thinks it knpoffibje Go4 

. canr find in his heart to forgive, and therefore the Apoitle 
(hews^ in oppofition to thts^ that Chrift had put 'him in 

"the miniftry, in the iisth verfe, and ttiat notwithilanjinig^ 
of the bad life be had lived before his copve^f fion, in the 
15th verfe, and tlxst the gjrace of our Lord vfai exceedm 

"^ * It it probshit that this Minifter was tke David Brown who was 
MiBi&er of Kcilfton between 1689 and ^693, and was after* 
wards tranflated to another Par.ih. and whu waa an cider hrotlfer^ 
af TiiomM ^rawn, 14c. Back welVs con<s£«e «t Fsaik/* . 



inr ahumdant^ in tKe i4tli Terfc^'wlucH jmt iK^'MiUe*^ 
mWitpj and rejoicing, i jth Tcrfe. And berc ke §!«€•• 
account why God was pleafed to call and jafUf jr him, and. 
that i%f that he night fet hloi forth at an inftance of the 
glory of God» anij be an encouragement to otbera, who 
were great iinnen, to belieye in Chrift to life ererlaftiag. 

In the words ye have two things cpnliderable. (^.) 
The great mercy conferred upon this Apoftle Psiul« ia 
this erpreffion, Hotyheit, I oliained mercy ; and no doubt 
be f peaks here of pardoning mercy \ for m^ercy fuppofet 
mifery on the finner's part, and free favour on God's part,. 
ahd here it fuppofcs feiifc of the one and the other too iir 
i'anrs cafe. 

(2.) Ye have the reafsa ofthi? difpenfatroa of mercy 
It thcfe words, that in me J^rjf Jefut Chrtft mi^Bt Jhifm^ 
forth alt hng-Jufferingi for a pattern to them that fliouid 
lureafter believe on him to life everiaptng ^ in whicli yC' 
h<iTe three tl^in^s. Firfl;, the author of this pardoning . 
mercy, Jefus Chri/I, Second, the end* for which be ob- 
tiiined mercy, and that is, that in me he might fhew forth 
nAl longfuffering for a pattern^ Third, the end for wboih» 
and that is, fr a pattern to them that Jh^uld hereof Ur. 
helttve on him to iife everlafling* . . 

■ I return to the fjrft of thefc. The aurlior of this par- 
dbning mercy ^efus Chrifl'. Ye know Jefus Chritl is not 
©nly the .neritorioirs caufe of pardoning. mercy, but the 
author alfo of eternal falVation to as many as believe ott> 
Mm. John xvii 2. that he fhouU give ev(rtqfting iife^- 
by his death,' to at many as thou has given him : fo that 
he heth promifcd everlafting life by his death; yet he 
hatli alfo pcJwcr to give cv^rlaHrng lue, and to forgiTC 

Again, fecondly, ye have the end for vhlch he oh-r 
* tained mercy; that in me Jerft he might (henv for thrall 
longfuffering for 4t pattern, where ye have three things.*., 
1. That he might fh£w forth all longfuffering. a. Tlit 
hfi might fhew it forth for a pattern. 3> That he might 
ihcw it feith in me firft. Firlt, That he might Ibcw fcu^ , 



' tfrteii^.fdlftfKrtgt yc have three thing* i . That he mi^lil 
(kew forth', that is» that he might make manifeft* There 
•re Tome fovcrelgn fteps of his grace and mercy hid, and 

' out of the common bbfervjttion of men, and therefore tie 
fays that he miglit fhew forth all long-fafFcrlng, a. That 
he might fhew forth long- fuffering, that Is, that be might 
(hew fort^ patience to me that had (inned fo long .3* 

'That h^ might (hew forth all lung fufftring, that is, thkt 
h^ mi^ht ftt^vv forth patience to me, in a great and emit* 
nent degree. ; a patKuce beconriing, aad like unto Godf 
2. Ye have in this part of the verfe, ** That he might 

' flie\^ it forth for a pattern/^ that is, for a copy» that 
others niight take me for an example -of Gpd*8 patteace, 
that they might take me for a copy to encourage thcnt 
that will believe on Chriil to hfe everlaftjng 
* Again,^ that in me ^rft, that iV, in me the cht'ef of 
finners, as in the 13th ver£e, or nie, that is among t|ie 
firtl rank of finaers ; or, I'n me ffrlt, that is, (hat havin? 
put me into the miniury, he might make ot me a fpeci^ 
indance of grace, who was a grofs finner ; therefore h^ 
piiched on ttrch an one as me to fend among the Gentile*: 
%?ho were grofs finii^rs. 

Again, ye have the end for whom the Apoitle %Ya* 
made an inllance of grace, and tEat is, Jor them tBat , 

Jbould hereafter believe on Chrrjl to life evertafting : wheiC; 
ye have fomt^thing implied, and iumething exprcfrt'd. ; 

' That which is rmblied is in thefe two things. i. Thai ; 
there arc fome 'who IhiiU believe, that do not yet believe ; 
oh Chriil Jtrfus. 2. That everlafling life is attainable by . 
thein that WKevi on him. Iliat which is txprefTcd is^ 
^thatthe reafon of making him an in(tance of grace, was i 
to be a pattern for the encouragement of great iianers to 
believe ori Chclftjefus to life everhftlng. 5 

The obfervation l make on the verfe, That God \m , 
plfcafed to give fome rare inftanccs.of his mercy, for the 

' cndottra^ment of the worft of finners to believe on Chrift 
Jefus to bbtain life everlajling. This ye fee cxhadls the \ 
filbltance of this verfe, that the Lord is plcafcd to girt 



^(m^ . r«re inf^anoei ef hit f^i^ce and fiyer^Bomlafl 
1 iftercy for th^ ^ncot^ragcment of the worft of finad-f to 
^ believe in CV^^ Jefut to obtain life everlafling. In 
„ clearing of this do6trine» I wuuld[» f • Gi^e you {o^c 
, ipftancei of the great riches of his grace, x. What way 
'thefe inflapcfs of grace may have infiiience upon the 
\gteatcft of finneF8 to telieve on Jefus Civrift to life ever- 
.'Ia(bh)g. J. I would (hew you >vhy God fs pleafedti 
^giye\fuch inftaqces of grace for the encouragement af the 

ifreateft of fi nners to bcficvc on Jefus Chrift to h'fc ever* 
ailing. 4. I .would (hew you what it is to believe oa 
^ Chrill Jefus which thefe inftances of grace calls finnera 
- to do in Older 10 obtain life everlafting. 5. What cver- 
' laAfn^ life is, which is the confcq^uent of bclieviog qv 
! Jefus Chrift. ' ^ ^ 

. • Now, for the ITrft. of thefe^ To ftcvr you fome la^^ 
^fiances of the great riches of his grace, I (hall lie^ 
,1 with the fame Apoftle* and lead you to one place where 
he gives a full account of himfclf, A^s xxvi. io» ii. 
in which ye have feveiv or eight fad aggravations of hia 
own cafe. There he tells you, that he gave his voice 
againil them that were put to' death ; that be compelled' 
. the faints to blafpheme ; that he perfecuted them to 
." ftrange cities ; and that lie had aothority from the high* 
' prietl againil them ; and that he perfecuted them in a 
' coiiitant track, and y<^t he obtained mercy, becaufe lie 
^ did it tgnoraitly ; but all that this will faf, is^ that 
* therefore hiti (in «yaK pardonable, becaufe he bad OQt fin^ 
' Dcd wilfully againii the knowledge of the truth; but 
certainly this made him^ a great inftance of' the grice 
of God, that yt-t hr obtained niercy. 
» a Another inltancc you have tii AAs xix, 18, ijb 
' Ye fee thtre th?t many of th^m that believed eame and 
confcifed their deeds* and many of thcfc were fuch at 
ufcd curions arts, devDdh magicalarts, and yet the g^acc 
of God btcikc in upon them. There i* a great iaftaaceof 
, , the grace of Coa. 
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J. Another inflance you lia?^ Lultc yff-. J 7. i^^M^II, 

you fee a wroman who was a fiiiner comes to Chriit. Nd^ 

a finner in the New Tellament fenfc is a grievous Aiinef^. 

a Viie ft rump eft and whore, and yet Ch'-iit hinifelf tcirstr*, 

6er Jins ^h'nh are many are forgiven hrr. Becaufc fife 

loved much, the I-«ord forgave her. 4. Ye have tk« 

inftance of Manafll-h, which is very fult'dble to the caftf 

of thefe 1 am now fpeaking to * 2. Chron. xxxHi. 2* 

Where ye find he did evil in the fight of the Lord, like 

the abominations of the hc^then^ whom the' Lord caii 

" out before the children of Ifrael. Ye will fiad he built 

high placet, made groves, and fet up altars in the hottic 

of the Lord, and caufcd his children to piffs through the 

fire to Moloch, and ufe4 inchantments,' and conMted 

with them that had familiar fpirits, and yet behold aa 

inftance of the foverelgn grace of God, that he that 

made Ifrael to fin above the abomination of the heat^iea* 

that he greatly humbled hiaifdf,' and the Lord pardoned 

hitn, and was intreat.ed of him. Here is a great inftanee 

ef the grace of God, which is a great eocouT^rgcment 

for all fuch finner^ to clofc with Chriil in order to life 

cverlafting. 1 might give you more inftahces, as |hc 

inftance of the prodigal, and thefe, i Corinth, vt. io« 

where the ApoiUe, fpeaking of thefe that (hall not inherit 

the kingdom of God, Idolaters, Fornicators, Adulteri^rSp 

'Drunkards, &c. fays he, and fuch were fomeof you, but 

Yc are wafhed, but ye are fan^ified, but ye are juftified 

in the name of the Lord Jefus. One inftance more, A6lt 

»i- 3^» 37» the Apoftle Peter fays, He whom ye eruetfieS 

h bmh Lard and Chrtft ; as if he had faid, ye are the 

folks that have crucified the Son of God, and yet there 

came ^ work of grace oa their hearts, that made them cry 

ouc, Men and brethren^ what Jhall noe da io be faf>ed? 

If ever Chrift would have ftoo J upoa it and not forgiven« 

• It is evident from thi«, and other p'aces of x^\% Sermon, that the 
'.^ven pcrfont con4etnji<rd for wiulisral't, were pfcfcnt dfrk|f 
>.ldr* 9;\m«H4iict>wft. 



4^ wmAA hate been fiicb at were gu3ty of iocli an afroeiont 
cnmCf and yet behold the riches of the grace of God, ijn 

^that they obtained mercy ; certainly this is a great inftance 
.now, i tell youy the Lord hath let np fuch mftancea» for 
the encoaragement of the woift of finncra to believe on 
Chrift to life cTerlafting. 

In the fecond place, 1 come to (hew yon, what way 
thefe ioftancet of grace ought to hate iDflaence upon great 
finners to encourage them to b^licTe on Chrift to life 
ererlafting. 

And, firft, from thefe toftances ye may draw this con^ 

««lufion, that fare it is not from any inherent worth that 

• God pardons, which nuy have influence on you to believe. 

. If it had been intrinfic worth, would he ever have for- 

(given them that crucified him ? would he ever have for- 
given Paul or Manaflch ? what excellency or worth w^s 
in them ? (hould we not therefore reafon thus with our- 
{elves, ** Thou that forgiveS| becaufe l^ou will forgivct 
wilt thott not have pity upon ui ?" 

. i>econd, ye may from thefe inftances draw this coa-t 
dufion, that he hath no reafon out of himfelf to forgive, 

:.aiid this is a great foundation to clofe with Chrift ; there 
if no worth in ui, therefore all the goodnefs muft be in 
himfelf. He hath mercy, becaufe he will have mercy ; 
he (heweth compafiion, becaufe he will (hew compaffioQ^ 
and if it had not been fomething in his own bofom, nooe 
bad ever obtained mercy. 

A 'third conclulion is> that fure there is not ground. tj» 
think, that God cannot find in his heart to forgive. 
For Chrill ^ys, Mat. xii. 31. /ili manner of Jtn an^ 

^hiajphemy Jhail be forgiven to you^ No fin is unpaidonable 

' except the fin againfl the Holy Ghoft. 1 cannot deter- 
mine whether any of you be guilty of the fin againft th^e 

,Holy Ghoft, but except it be that, all manner of fin 
may be forgiven, and this may have influence on us 
to make us hafte into Jefus Chrift. 

^ A fourth conchifion is, that the Lord here a6ls ft 
God I he aas like himfelf. When ys read fucb tnftauttM 



it gfrace at I have been naming t6 forji^ fopi itiaf ^M^ 
this concluiion, that h^ adts like himfelf, Ifaiah xliii. 24J 
Thou ba/i bought me no fiveet cane wth money^ nnthaf^ 
hajt^thou JUled me nvtlh the fat of thy facrlficet^ but tkoM 
haft made me to ferve tvith thy Jim ; thou haji wearied 
me with thine iniquities* , '/ am be thai blotteth out tbf 
tranfgrejjions for mine own fake^ and will not remember 
thy Jin. I am» Tays he, like mylVlf ; I am he* and as he 
fays elfewhere, beiide Qie there is none. 80 much for 
the fecond thing. 

Jn the third place» I (hall Hiewr yon why the Ltyrd 
ia pleafed to give fuch inilanccs of grace» for the 
encouragement of the greateft of (innert to believe in 
Chrid to life everlafting. And the firft reafon it,.becauf<ft 
jgrcat finners,haye oftentimes a fccret defpair, anct Satait 
.ii ready to fagged that prayet^, exhortations^ and meant 
are needlefs, and that now their cafe is pad cure and 
f eniedy» and this is ready to occadon either defperatioa 
or obduration* that they think God cannot find in hit 
heart to forgive them* 

Second, becaufe though there be not a fecret despair, 
.yet at lead there is fpme extraordinary jealoufy, and kind 
ef fufpicion, and^ likening God to themfelves, thinking 
they could never forgive others, if others had done tAS 
them, what they hav'e done to God, and that therefore 
God will not forgive them. But Ij^t fuch coniider« 
John vi. 57. He that cometh to me I wili in nowife 
toft out ; and this is very^fignificant with refpc6^ to -the 
doubt of poor finners, and the doubt lies here, if I would 
come he would Ihut the door upon me. No, fays he, him 
.that cometh I will in nowife cad out ; that is, I will 
receive him, I will open the door ^and let him in and 
.make him welcome. 

Third, the Lord gives fuch indances of his grace 
for the encouragement of great tinners to believe on Chrlll 
to life everlading, becaufe that oftentimes when fenfe cf 
.fin, and fear of wrath lights upon the confcience, aiid 
when there is a fight of the holineft and jadicc of Godf 



flkfwve cstraordloarily diirpd, and tMs ^otli 'fo ff^ 
Upen thrm tiat it rcrnrers tkrm iBcap«blr for any diiiy, 
Bad thcrcioM the X^oid has Ut out fiich inflanctri of hi'f 
giacr* and the i\poAlt Paul fsysexi^rtf^ly, God halh kt 
S;e «>{> as a pattctn to thtm that (bcuild hcrcrafter hcliefC 

00 Ciinft to life cver^afting. God bat fet aie i:p as l 
■loHHiificr't^c/giacc, that to ^homfotter the found of 
this ^ofpcl comes, after me ncrer one needs to difpair^ 
ibr God h»th (hewed metey to me, and has fet me up 
•s a be; I on of nercy, that never one needs queftioa 
pod?s good will to pardon them 'after myfelf. 

la the foutth place, I cone to (hew you what .(his 
Relieving in Chritl is, which tlefe inilances of ^ace do 
enc€*urage great iir nets to, and there are four things ia 
lh>s hc4te¥ing. i. Kno\\ltdgc. 2. Affiant to th« tiDth 
of tlM* gofpel. 3 Conftnt to take Chrift Jefus. Apd^ 
4« Rt^umbency and lefling upcn him. 

1. I fay knowledge. And though knowledge he true, 
yrt -ft may be without faith, but there can be no ffiith 
without knowledge, and fometimes faith is exprt^ed by 
teolvkdge. John xvii. 3. // h life etefnaJ to honu 
^hre^ the only true God and Jefus Cbrifi fvhopt thou h^ 
ftni. This believing fuppofes the kifowlcdge of ji jran's 

* felf, the knowledge of his dn, the knowledge c/Jcfus 
Chrifl in his naiurts and cfiices. Take heed to :this, for 

1 tell you what it fuppcfeth, that ye may jiot thick it 
theeafieft thing in the world to btlicTe. Forihc Apoftle 
Cells us that no lefs is requi(ite to it, than the mighty 
power that raifed Chiitt from the drat'. The (rtincr mnft 
know the abominablenefii of his x>w;i heait, know his 

* lod (late and condition, know how natters Hand be* 
twixt God and him, he mi.J: know thefe peculiar erils 
to which he is fubj<d, he nuft'know Chrift Jefus in hii 

■ fnlntrfb, ill his wiltin^ncfs *o fave (rnnrrs, he mutt know 
him in what hc^ hath done for Hnners, he mufl know 
htm in his cxctliency, Jn hii^aofwerablcnels to him and 

'\ all the wai is he can he tiyJled with. 
. 11, Again; in tfaisfarlh tkeic is an dfTent to the trn^ 
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Qf the Wpe1» tfti neither i» this faving J., for there "W-^ 
b&aii a£*nt «^ere titers ib Hot gtzcka 7»e devlUy it u tiSa^ ^ 
heUive and irmhU^ and this is a great evidence of inan|r 
folk^ ftupidity then, that they have left faith than the 
iievils theanfeKes have ; but there muil be ah aflent to the * 
truths of the gofpel, b<fcaufe of the authority of God ia- 
tevpofed. Thus a man muft believe the Bible and the ' 
records God hath given of his Son^ and that thefe things * 
that he prcffes are abfolutdy necelTary in point of obe- 
dimte. 

IIK Again, there. IS « confent, and this is the heart of ' 
this faith.' A man inuft be content to take Jefus Chrift» 
Ibijih kHv. 5. Cne Jhall fay^ J am the Lord*Sy and another ' 
Jball fuhfcribe with his hand to the Lordf. and furname him'* 
/elf,hy the name of JfrseL And in that confent* there is ^ 
this* 40 take him for our portion, thyt we Hiall not plaf^c [ 
oiir 4iafipinefs!in, the world, that Chrift fhall get our ' 
(lelu'ts^ .tl)at we AiaR take his law for our rule* a^d < 
co^fenttodthe ftri^ncfs of kdinefs, and that he fhall rule 
our^ife and cnnverfation. In a word, to take Chrift for 
alli and to take all Chrift, and to take him for ever ; and 
ta make anev^rlafting covenant with him never to he for- 
. g^liten; . this is, .indeed, the nature of faith, and ye th^t 
have given your confent to be the deviPs, moftJbe no more' 
his* but confentto be Chrift^. 

ilV. In ihis-belicving, there is nlfo a recumbency and 
reftingriipon him : the man, when he hath declared his 
confent to take Chrift, when he hath confidered the offers 
of. the goipel, he is content with the whole device, and 
re/U there, and. thert he cafts all his burden ; now he an- 
(wera all. his diallen^es in J^fus Chrift, iiow he iliet * 
from hia.own righteownefs, and fsefts-in the rightcoufnefs 
. of Chrift by faith, he rtnounceth his own righteoufnefs, 
and thc:rcfore the Pfalmift fays. Enter noi into judgment ' 
vfiih thy lefoant^ for m thy Jtght no fiifh can he jujiified* ' 
Vhus, 1 have told you what this believing takes in, the 
conCeqiient of which is life everlaOing. I mig'ht eonfider 
IttAf oppofcd to eternal death, and as it incl^det^thc higl»* ' 

Q 
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#l[ happinefsy and th# rtcmit jr of it. ETcrlafttng life it m 
irccdoqi from the wrat,h to come. Ye will never be able to 
dwell with eYcrUfting fire and dcTOuring burniogs, and 
Jeeing je may have Chrift ^nd hii fulpeifs, will ye».to pleafe 
the dcvilt forego your Inheritance. What will you be Mt 
to JTay, when you are brought before -the tribunal, ere the' 
general judgment come, . if you ref ufe to take Chrift for 
^qur palteKQ, and believe on him to lifceverlafting. 

But I come to one ufe of this doctrine. If it be fo, that 
the Lord hath been pleafed to give fuch i'nftancet of 
grace, for the encouragement of the woift of finnert to' 
.dofe with Chrift, in order to Ufe everlafting, then jjou 
may fee that inftai^ces of grace aire not .given you to en- 
^courage you in fin, it it^.that it may be a pattern tothena 
that believe. The reafofi \$ npl, ihat ye (hoidd continue 
hard and fc<;urc^ and delay .your confeffion^ but that yo^ 
may believe; for t afliu^yqu, the riches of the grace of 
God hat no tendency nt all to make folk He cure, if yott 
confider thefe three things: i. That it it the fwecteft 
eord in the vforld to draw folk from fin. Some have fucb 
undauqted fpiritt, ,that nothing but the greateft revela- 
tion of wrath can have influence upon them ; but, if there ' 
be any .true generofity in a foid, there is no greater en* 
couragement to clofe with Chrift than the richetof hie • 
grace and mercy. 2. If any thing be able to break a 
rocky heart*. it is the riches of his grace, and when I ' 
cofne to tell vou before yqu go to eternity, of the ^riches of * 
hit grace, will ye remain fo hard that your hearts cannot be 
broken fo far as to C9>ne to Jefu8.Chiift for life tverlaittng. 
-j.jif ye confidifr, that we coffer Chrift and falvation upon 
honourable terms. Chrift is as.a nuble priiice, that fuch '<^ 
as are content* to fubjtct themfelvet to him, he is WMllinjr * 
te'fave them. The lion of the tribe of Judah is willing to 
make peace^ but he will make peace Aipon honourable ' 
terms. You muft forfake fin and Satan, and have ro coir- 
reijpondcnce with tl.tm, and we ci^ cfiftr you Ckrift up. ' 
•n no Cither tetms tl<an thtfe, tlat v" lay do^n ^ 
weapons o/ rebellion againfi Jcjiis Chrift itideedi 
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/i fecond. ufe of this dodrine. Is it fo indeed, tby 
t^e Lord: hath bdeh pleifedfto gire*fachiifihince9'ofW 

* grac< for encouragement of the worft of dlifners 'to }>^liHq' 
•0 Chrift to life eterlafting, then hpvr fad'm^l^ thieii» estfe^ 

'be that caQoot! be brought /to Chrift, andl-atji eOn«e to 

, tell yoii thii day, that the oWer4 of the grafero^ 6odiiriIl^ 
be ^moi\g(l the ^eavieft of their aggravatibna^ at that day.. 
1 Atall firft let you fee. what grealt finnei'-»yo'a are, that 
you may fed your need of clofing with Chr{ft(to obtain 
life everlaftiog- 1. Let yoa- fee your dangerous condl- 

. lion» if you believe i»ot on Chrift to tife ttrerlafting. 
And* firft, to let you fee fomethfng of th^ greatnefs of 
your fin. And now confider I am fpe&in^ to yt>U thait ^re 
under the fentenee of death for the ihi'bf •w^ttheraft, 

. «nd not in fufpeQce9:a8 if you wer« not guMtJp''^ for firiee 
ye arc found guilty by found cvidenCi?, we do nbt^^liOo 

:i't» to let you led then the gre^at evil o^ witchcraA:; thac 

;yc may fee the gf ^at need ye have to belieVtj or tfl'olfe^tfe 

. drift to life evcilaftlog;. t. k is the higheftaa ef 1^- 

^ beUioo againft the God of heaveii' ^nd eatth, 'you haie 
drawn up with God's greateft cncnly, who is the heed Of 
the rebellion of the whole world, and therefore called re- 

;fo€llioa. ReMlion ii as the fin &f wttchcrdfi. Beitdes, ft, 
is a great 9paftacy from God. Ye were' given awajr to Gdd 

, in baptifm, and poffibly fome of you have ^given aWy 
ymirfelves to bim, and now you deolare ydu-#ue it* atfd 

..aU the deed of gift in baptifm, you declare yOU* rue it ; 
and befideSy your fin hath in it an eminent tramjpling un- 
der-foot the blood of Chrift, atl4 if hk ihaijifmed un^ 
Mofei* iaw died wtbout mercy ^ of hontf fttucbforir punj/l^ 
meni mufi be he worthy^ that bath trampled under fhai the 
blood of the eovemtntm You have finned under the gofplsl 
many a day, you have fit ten in the houfe of God and 
put on a malk of religion, and have been deep diflirmblera 
with God and man And is not this an efniniMtly griev- 

. 9nm trampUng under«foot the blood of the covenant. A<- 
gatn»'tn your fin,. there is a renouncing of Chi'ift', heave*,> 
mnd glory. And jrou have declared by your pra6ii«e and 



1iietfimg't9mfHLWfiMk the dnriL tad heiug bit CBmati^ 
thai yov care sot fsr Chrtft, hemvcn or glory. There it 
yoM fin y and have ya not nc^ Cadoie wiib Clyrift la oe- 
dcr CO life ' ^eilaftuig' J Agato, jov'haTe waiged war 
aigainlt Ghrit, agaioft the fnoiSy and againft cbe world, 
. and ftaled jourfd«et eacmiet to C&rift^ heaTea» and the 
world; /or where you hid aocefr^ yoo have wrowght mif « 
chief apon childcea^ minificrv and others *• fo that ye 
may be looked upoa at eneaalcr to the whole creatioay 
except the devlf with whom ye have aflbciated joorfelTett 
and now. by your obfttnacy* you declare you are contcat 
- to 4well with t^' defti, aad with cverbfting homings; ai|d 
fioceyouart In the devil's fenrice» what can ye expect but 
the devil's rewardf as loi^ as yonr hearts ^are hardened 
from GodV iear. « 

Second, J come tokt yon fee your danger. Will it not 
be fadf that your heart fiiould be hardened now, when ye 
are come to your extremity, and when it might be ex* 
peAed chat mcfleogera of grace fliould be acceptabk to 
you* Wt are come to you, when ye are within a few 
hours of eternity, to tntreat yoo» before ye perilh for eTer| 
to embrace the offcra.of Chrift. For, firft, ye go aback 
from the remedy, if ye clofe.not with Chrift. Again, you 
|ay a foundation for a great many challenges througli 
efcernityf if ye clofe bot with Chrift ; for though now 
•onfcieQce be fecure, yet it wIU rife tike a roaring lion 
. at the. la ft, and though minifters would weep over 'yovt^ 
as if w^ were ftcking from you fome great thing for 
. Iiurfclves, yet ye will ftand it out. VVhat will con* 
^(cieaceXay^.whea the devil will be at the gallows f foot, . 
ready to hatle you down to hell ? and no fooner in heU^ 
hut coiiTdence will Jay, when God feot his miniliers to 
, yoay. ft, believed the devil, and would not yield to Jefus 
Chrift, :?aid what will ye fay to confcience then ? when 
. ^nfcicnoe will fay, Now this is your lodging for «trer % 
^l^ow etcroity i\etercity 1 what will ye do through eter« 

• Vi^c Narrative, ConfeiTioiii- &c. 
t ThUihcws that the witchtf \\cic fii ft hanged, sfid then bania^ 



•ftyf ft .9^ hyfiig a .foupdadpa fif ^hjlUe;^^ 
ifternitf. Anpther tninjgr tW i9a|f«B.yqu|^ pi£p ^daog^ 
i»u8» ye declare you will not b$: ih pbfiil^a re^enpic fi]f 
ikitrcy. twill tell how fo, if you will bejn^iiis revere^cf, 
^Ky will ye not confefs your iin^ and rcnpitqce ((he deed of 
j^h to theidevil ? ye declarec^ your dent^. |n tke &ce.^ 
CQUrti, and frequcfitly fince,yj8 j^av.e doac- .Ohowdre^ 
Jill will your condition be it you, die in. Tucl^ |i 4;afe ! t «r 
' t pqroc to the third ufc of this dpSrinc. , If it; be, fo' 
-that the Lord is picaied to give fucl^ rare inftai^ces of bi# 
grace ; then, the exhortation run*,, thal,ye shoqld cpmifi 
this day and embrace Jt;l\i4 Chrllt. As long, at ye^ar^ 
impenitent, I can but threaten h^.avy judgements tQ.youi^ 
^Ut If ,yo^> will confefs and repent, and come ^nto.Chnf^ 
jl c;6m^ to yoii with the bcft news ever were h(:ard*^ The 
>Vpaltje Paul, i X*"*r ^' /5» was: .afiuch' taken witih thc^.iRp 
<«iew5, Ti{s is a faithful Ja%ing^ andmeftrtlff qf qil ai^cf^Uitionp 
Jays he, that Jefus Qhrijh came iu fa'o^Jinn^rin This ihould- 
be the bell ne^s to*yaui The offer of C^riil iacome t9 
]rou this day before the execution, ^nd I will tell yo)i 
^wo or three thlag)i,. to- confirm youi that thcr^ is mercy 
^or you if ye fimppove it aright. r, - . < 

/ Finft:»' Gpd hath proclaimed' his name to Jb^e mfrc^f^l 
jind gracious, if yoii*. wrtt fzome to (JhrilU ]tc.w.ill tind 
that he.ia merc^ul. Agaiji,, Chrill v^as called a ^Wend ^ 
publicans and finners, wheq he was in the world* bccauifp 
he fhewed mercy, tp alK and iiev^r put away any that 
fdi:pK.}p hip^ and tf^i^gh, hp ^e now in b^aven, yet he 
ret^uis'bia Jbo^veb of mercy itjU Agaiii, bis, name i^ 
^^VfOfir»;and he left bis F^th«r*S'gIofy« a^ W^ <^O.top 
.wofUjp.thf ^ikj^9c|'«/).f.fi^f(4tte^hi».|j (c^ye iiikucrs. ouc^ 
<hep\ if be had donip great things, lie will not ^efife any 
ihin^ toil^ie that come j^o him. f^^y^% .tQ l^t vau fe^ 
^ \% mercifuK he .comi;i\ands l^is dtfciples to pfe^ach reiniT^ 
fioxLoi. (ins in his Qafpe^l^s^ginning s^ J^ifufal^m« tocTcry 
place whet^ he wat crucL4cd,»;an<l further, the 1^ word* 
hcfai'dii 9re,'He tha^ believeth. (hall be fared i ij».that ye 
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' T^w«)ii!{Ilpeak'ti5twot1iriigtliere. i. Oflrr^^v fbftA 
notrrrt to fcjbfe With Oirift. 2. GiTC you {bmc direct 
Vons.' Atxffy I. For the molWrt to clofc with Chnflu 
•There are two notions of faith futtable to ^roor <rafe, tfaft 
tirft' is a i V ing to the city of refuge ; and there are tw^ 
thingt fnftable for yon. r. Yon are gnilty of tl >o<f , yaQ 
hare mnrdercd your own fooli and others, tlierefore roll 
to die city of refoge.' 2. ' Ton have h*ttlc time, yoor time 
is Qigh a dofe,' your glaft is nigh ran, therefore make 
liafte unto Jefus (Hirifty it is a pity you (honid )Mit it off 
lo the laft« If ye had confeffed in timey ye might haip« 

'had the prayers of many of the godIy« IL Another ncN 
txon of faith futtable to yon* is coming to the maricet of 
gra^ and huy log. Ho ! every one that ikhr^B^ come ye to 
tbe fvaiers and buy. Now this is fnitable to you, for it is f^ 
1>uy ^thout money* hnt ye have fpent yonr money fdr 
that which is not bread, Ifaiah It t. Wherefore do ye J^ni 
tnoner for tbtft Vfhieb it noi bretid, emd your labowr/or th*i 
tohich fiiiisfietb not. What fruit have ye now of thofe 

'things whereof ye may be afhamed. How aged arefomc 
of you, and now what comfort have ye in the meetings 
yf: had with Satan, or in your correfpondtngs and actings 

* -vith him^ When ye go to eternity, yon wifl fay, alas* what 
Jatfsfafiticn have 1 now in Satan's fervicc ! Another part 
of rhif notion is coming, and that fuppofeth a' term from 

' which, and a term to which ye come : away then with fin 
and Satan» and come to Chrift,'and ttmember him. 
A ffcond thing is> to (hew yon the neceffity ye hihre 

" of clofing with Chrift. ft is moft nectfiary for you to efn* 
\rzci the Son of God; or Ve ire undone. * It Is mofk 
ncceffary for you, for'ye wiH' never be able to endure 
the wrath of Qo^- ' IVbo can dtoeH with devourmg Jitcf 
O firs S can ye hold out againft the Almighty? Are ye 
rcfolvcd to fight it with the Lbrdf Can ' ye be able to 
tncounter with the wrath of Gpd4 and enter into the 'let 
of wrath ? Can ye endure the wrath tif God world .wteb* 
out end f O ! therefore, come and cloft with Chri^ Ob* 

frnrrtb^^YotlifDcc of Oo4 Uiat G«i4>r&»jgbt|«^]«ut 



[a^ifcoverf of fottr cafe, aifd tn t^^g^jnn ^nUrt ffttlt^ 
fiiaire of tHc devil» and th^'t hath* trj^fiSyb^ with a did 
.eovery of the remedy, and iiow'ye'arc inexcufable^ and )f 
jc perifliy yc perini juftlyl f come |iow to the dtreAloap^ 
,and*intreat you to look* upon tlvein aa the iaft • diredioi^ 
.ye will lia^e in public i^ ihis^^brld for any* things w« 

* W^at would ye .have jig to id I 1 fay that ^e oui^Vt 
to confefi yottr (lav A^s iiii; i^' M^ny of taem^th'at hai 

'iifed magical artscanle and confened their dieeda ^ It it 

'impoffibie ye can gtye a conviaclng evidence of your re« 

pcntance, if ye do noit confefa. ' But fay ye^ what ,aded 

'we eonfefs our deeds td'meni' if We rep(*nt bjet^een God 

add us ? What needs Cis trouble the wdrld withconfeffidn? 

"we will but lofe our taame».and put « flaib upon our po& 

terity and friends But I anfwer, when folk hare ftuni« 

.bkd the church of God they baYe confefled their deeds ; 

.€ven DaWd himfelf confefied his fins. Agato, it is all 

the folly in the world irot to cbnfefs yoor deedt» becaufe 

. they "wiH be brought out before angels and men : and etes 

in point af policy ye ought td bonfefs your deedt^ fpr ye 

«re captive^ in fa^an'sfnare, and ye hare toft your «rills« 

Ye (hquld (ronfefg, theiefore* . that God*s people mptf 

t pray for ybu If ye would be dut of the clawt of the 

devil, it wiH take all the priyers you can get. '- ' ' 

« - -The fecond direAion i|, to be deeply humbled (of 

Your (in. Ye'remcmber whatiafaidof ManaJOTeh, a Chroii. 

t Xttiii, ^hap>. Manaflch bumbled himfelf greatly. And 

though your helart were like to break« and your forrow 

t like to'bring you to the graye, it w^re little wonder's 

'. great fin muft have* great humiliation ; ^nd fure if eyer 

* God grant you repentance unto life* and (hew you meN 

• cjt there muil: be deep humiliation with you. 

The' third direction b« you muft have more thaft 

«. ordinary prayer, ye mufh have more frequent and ferrent 

' 'ptayer, ye muft be moce importunate with God, and if 

'^aikf what ihottld we pray for? I anfwer,' a difcpverf 

xM (kc fiafMncliijof dui fukoiyfiuMpIu fit if jcUw}t§ 



,I{|- w<wM lie«>wpTd tp dlftrta yon. - Ptiy. &r bntf^ 
~oefs o^ hcBft, and that, thttfc hard and rockj heiria of 
•Toury 9iay be made hearts of flcfli. Pray for pardoa of 
'fin. Bkjftd if tht mam thai baih Bis imigmitUi fardo^id mf 
^iujnt^ forghfetu Wo lo yo» ! if ye get not your ^ 
oardpned. . Pray; for a fight of vonr loft eftate» that .yii 
na^ fee yourlelTet ander the Sentence of the wrath g^ 
jQ:m1» ^\ ireH, as asdcr the i^qtcpc^ of mea* Pitty for a 
^ifcoT^nfy. of fefaa Cbrift in his fulnefs, itf bU fuitabk* 
,n<rft to yooy .if> his offices^ a^d in lu^ gloty ; that ye.maf 
'think ffiame that ever you thought fo little of hiia. Pr^ 

e" at ye may. not go to the grave with a lie in your right 
ad.. Be in^portvoaiff^hca fincc »Qnr work is fo great* 
^he ^ime fo fliort^ and eternity (b long ; be not aflerp or 
Vnconcri:nc,dt foir \f ye would put off never fo confident* 
*Iy, ybn^m bate the c^j6t^ of hell uprn you in that day' 
\vben >e appear bt^Die ^etribuiKil of- Chrift^ i 

The fotirtH diredion isitlus^ renoupee your deed of 
^ft to the dcyil^^and. if y« w<uild fatiify the people ^ 
Cp<^* f^"^^. 3 dcc^aratioD that you.are gneved forgiving 
jourfelf to»,fatap« and gife a«ray youilclf to tKe Son qf 
Uod from %4d to foOU' 4 his/ia cf cta-i (/ moR fuitable inf 

J ,fibut/ur^ther, another direction i$» that thongb ye djpp 
rehoiViioe your dqed ptiT gi ,t to ibe devih and gite yonrfe{ff 
.tf Chriily yet do not give yourfeif to him only in a formal 
l9anoer» fj^iflg* \ give myfcrll to Jcfus Chritl« but try th0 
4ip€er!tj(Qf,yoot[ (part's in it, and confidt^r ye muftrhaTe^ 
jRdl^aaJtipft, a^ .yoajriclf /qc j^qh^ iin ^s. long ^s ye hvc ; |r 
j^pr...ii,.i t. i^^/aian^ui4d^^ ^tf^aifv^mage ofun farvm' 
]ni^^n9il^npr£mt sf,hi4tiiyice4. ^ 1 here will be fuch iadig* 
Vation ip your ibpiomi if ye. be fmcwTe, thai ye wiU be vx 
danger Co take ansends uf yourlcKcs. Ye will wonder th^f 
ff^ £tre not fept dovvn to tbc p^c ere now^ There will be' 
an. unoouth h%\^l between hope aad ftraria your boi^cHiKp . 
'. 0jQe wor^,fijrtlver,.and thai is* dc^y no lan^tx^ \[^ hawii 
^ut it off bdroie» ar>d (ince the fentencf if ye have beeia 
^^ch <k^li. ^Uh,.and BOW it^coajcs wjUjiu-a dai.of jqujp^ 



B^pxng into eterwy> in<f wc arecdflie t« yau tke Aif 
* before ypur death,' Intreat tag yoii tp put It off no longer.. 
O be feriousi G^d hath excrcifed a great deal of )o%«^ 
fafferfiig towards you, and ye haye hardened yolir KcartSp 
•Ind no\¥ we are-come to* you in yoiir adverlitv at laft, t« 
'^e&ct you to take Jeftis Chrfft, and now we take God to 
record that wc hji^c offered to you Jefiii Chriil, and if ye 
^ill not take hin^, we are free of your blood, and Jefui 
Chriil 18 free of your 'blood, aod'ff ye (houM endure a 
thoufand hells, ye youffelves are only tp b^ blamed iiir 
the ffightioj the' great (alTatioa., 



APPENDIX Mo. E. 

Some paffages which fell out before, and at, the eteeutfoi. 
of the feven perfon«»^o wer^eotidemned and boriei 
Iw Witchcraft* on tjhe Gallowgreen of Paidey. 
Firft.prinfted at Edinburgh, in the year 1698. 

There ihall be little added miifetft what pa(( at the ex^ 
Otftton of the fevcQ witches, (on Thurfday the lOth of 
June i697*,)becaufe there ts na fubfcribed atteftattoA 
thereaneat'S and the defign of the publifhem has been t« 
ndtrance nothing bin whafftandt warranted by teftimoniet 
of known credit beyond cofntradi6tion. Yet thia n^uch ti 
ii#tour; that when they were going to the ftake, one of 
the Lindfays was overheard to fay to the others * N6w» 
brother, it is time that we confsfs, fince oiw keeping tt 
'9^ will ftrte us no parpofe,* or the like expreffijn ; t4 
which the Other agfwered, that they fliOtild never do that» 
fcc< And Margaret Lang, before and about exectttioii» 

let drop at minutes ot'thc deTil's inadrertencet Thai 

«... ' ' ' • ' . 

* ViA<s Sesiplct Hidryrf^ of Rcn|rewi]|Ire» and A|c« Gkfi^ 
9(Owik»3erutfii| Appends N««{)« 



wlicn jthe devil fir ft appeared^ fhe knew 1i|tn n.ot to he. frnk 
tul afterwards ; tniit he gave her xhe infcnfible marJkt 
f6uhd on her body : obe yielded to engage herfelf in hia 
'femce by a .covenanjt ; and befides public meetings, (he 
'had been abdve eighty times i i private conferences with 
Tiim. Being enquired by a Ufar relation pf her owii, 
^netit her being in Bargarr^n's Wufc, tormenting Chru« 
tian Shaw, fhe anfwered in thcfe words, * The devil having 
'an abfolute power and dominion oyer mei carried my 
ifhape whither he would :' and it is known how fhie con- 
ftJBTtfd i^nnattirallu(l» and profound hypocriry* 5cq thoug(i 
truly it did appear from'ner concurring miect andcircum- 
ftances, that thefe thijpgs.iell from her at feafons, wfaca 
natural ingenuitjf^, arid the vigour or ^t ruth, got the ftart 
of Satan's manacles. So Agnes Kaefouth, 5cc. fre- 
quently told the miniftery that their heart and tongue, 
were bound up in (uch a nsaivner, that^hey couM not ex« 
prefs what they would ;'and fometiroes it iippeared by 
£OuI^. tj^pedioD|of .ibe^r vjfages^ thai CQnvuIj^ ^^^'W 
Zid feize their ^eads upon getting out the initial words of 
' any fuc!> attempt. ' ' . . , . ; 

There ar^. two reo^avkable inSancea in th$ f afe of 
Katharine'Campbelly who'was chief inftmmenland authof 
^f the $^V9 trpuble, v'z.^a ensinent miniiler difcourfing 
Obefore. famous' witnefies^tp Kalbariac» and enquiring if 
Ihe.did not diSia^^ly ^cf otembjer* the godly cpunfek a^ 
Tifcious adnioQftipns^ ^hlc^ Chriftian Shaw, whije in.p 
t mentioned in the 'Narratire^ pages 70, 7^, 7** g^^f 
er a certain time, and indancmg fo^e particulars thereof^ 
ler anjTwtr was with Heavy groans. Yes, I remeirber* 
But being urged wherefore fhe would notconfefs the reft 
ap.well as that paflage ; and finding herfelf to be graved 
fe4» O^e began, to retrad and fpemed damped* not being 
able to extricate herielf, aofvyered bf^fore-mentioned. 
Vhi« oc^irred whilc^ (he was in prifon,. before the trial f 
jfnd after it* IhjB, in prefence of leveral witoeflea, did gef 
out thefc words. That the doom pronounced on her waf 
2*ift^ aod ihat ibe, «oiild not free herfelf of whitchcrafc. 
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Bitt ttp6a fuclr aCtemj^ fii« fell dowk dead, llr^tfgety di% 
t^^ed, and that fix dr ^eren times fucccfliTelyy with «;^ 
/iiddennefs that was both furpnfiti^ and conTiQcing to ; 
the Ipectatort: at which' occafion it was obfenred, that' ^ 
immediately before her fallitig into thefe fits, and nppo^- ' 
lier effaying tp j^ak, when there were charges laid home ' 
on her natural confaencey her mouth feedied to contradk ; ' 
aiid (he uttered heavy moans ^ whereupon did folh>w her ^ 
^cdnvulfioQS, but after rifing out of them, ihe turned to' 
be obftibate and ibAcxible : and whenever there was any* * 
appearance of Her being mpre pliant, the forefaid fits did 
.overtake her. ' ' • ' i 

* There is one4:hrng futther', which does abftroft' thc ' 
credibility of what thefe conf^flanti averted, viz. That ^ 
thtre are feme dth^s; both men abd women in the cptln- j 
Xrjf who have cbnfeficd and told the fiime things '^efore ' 
fome of the heft gentry and others, whofe care could 
pfoceed no further for want of authority, which ia due ^ 
time wilF, tio doubl, not fufFer thde witches to livcp ' 
whom divine and human hiws liavi fb juflly ordained to ] 

Jbe cut off. Wherefore, till the event of a further dif« 

.cdVery,' there iKaU only be added fom« paftgcs which ' 

wVre omi^^ed in^ the Narrative, though they be atttfled - 

by fome of the Oime perfoiis ^that Were y^itneffes to. the ' 

other matter S;inentioned.thereiiv ♦. ' 

• Particularly, the girl declares, that In one of her con* ^ 
flHEts with the devil, he told her how a certain minifter ' 
j(ff)r whom (he had a special rcfpeft) c^id' compile his fer* * 
'mbns through the v^etk, what books he chiefly made ufe ^ 

of, and feveral other matters anent his jtjethod of ftudy | 
in 'his clofct, that no mortal could know by ordinary ' 
means : By which, ^ no doubt, Satan did partly defign ' 
.(though by a very falfeargtrpfient) torarfc the elleem of 
books above fermdns <:olle€led out of them ; concealing in 
the mean ti^je, >J>ovh.the gift of improving helps, and the. 
bleffing pvc>mired to the hearer of the word preached- ' 
When the lady Bargarran received the -two pieces of red ' 
.doth the girl kad torn from one of the witchies ileeves, at 
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fc above MnPttcJ ; fte locked op tbe kme wmi kcfit tlw 
kef : SMflrk^aadaif of vbiclr ciatioo, fiMtt *&aep4ll^ 
h^l9f^ came to ^iiit t^ pH, aad lr>PK -drfirMn to fte. • 
tl^ fotclMd pieces of cloth, tts^hcing- to ooc «f Let ^H 
lawghrd, acd toU« that her mother needed not to feek Cot 
tl^Di in tVc place whcie^hrj jkrc Icxiied 19 ; the witches 
Latijbg ta>kro thcoi^vory, and laid thto ina coraer of Kh< 
cellar; and juxordiaglf being fcarehcd fiokr* thcf were , 
k^nd in the paniiuilar place condefetndcd c\^. 1 btro . 
ivfs another like pafiage. which. oecv'vtd to a friend, who 
came in with fiarfrarran for foUcitiog n commif&on fnm 
the council : for he having brought aloogft with him thoCc 
p.'eces of dothy and buttoned his pocket cm them^ac n^ht^ , 
an^ pot it in fctority as he thought ;. behold they are #• 
iriflifig in the mgrniag ! but after fca^cji* frc found in % « 
goijd difiauce ficjn ijie pocket, though no;De ;rifib)e hfid ^ 
been in the room Jto oprn it anc^ ^arrf them off. * Fioj^y^ 
tljisgifl did in difcourfe, difcover a girt at iagacjty, jst 
ai^ompaoird with extiaordinary modefty ; ^n^ |imonj| o- 
thcr inManres, fhc ilid ohicTTe thr doors and windoj^s 
epen and fhin again, upfm the witches entry thereat, 
1 here yras at no tlm^ fuch a number of them about her 
a^ the room might not ? ery well contain, with the viliblc » 
perfonsxbat wereprefent ther^tin. . ^he obfcived them to 
Ihift their place with great agility* i^beo any other camt . 
into it, or attacked upon her pointing to tbem. Ard 
Ae often averred from^he inftance of th# fpirit that -fpokc 
ta her abojre her bead* . told their names, and gave hcf - 
other means of dii<;o]irerIng M them, &c. That t^^'atsM^ 
€?gea often cpntrHe thtir ruin, by the mofl nndiscemable ' 
mjethods he can, hecaaff an open deed would Icar otjhcif 
to UAdu takf wif^h ,fo fisitblefs a mafter, &o 

APf ENDIX No. F- 

.Hugo Arnot Efq; Advocate, author ofa-ConeAtoa and 
Abudgcment of Celebrated Crimiiial Trials in Srotlaa^ 
from A. p. 15 j6 to 4784, c«lU the titk of tt^is ui4 m 
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l6fT» Icipoftor «>f Bargatrair^. Af -lie Hikeir'ttiec^fiii 
pofite fide of tht fubje^f,^ I think k fair to gry« it a pia^c 
here. 

He frys, **Anii«p6ftor appeared, in the charader of ii 
perlon tormented by witches, ChriHian Shaw, daughter of • ' 
John Shaw of Bargarran, a- gentleman of fome notem the' 
coJinty of Renfrew. She is'faid to have been but eleven 
years of age : and although it is probable, that hyfterical 
a&dUons may in part hdve dccafiontd lier rhapfodies .to 
proceed froni real illufion, as well as accottnted' for the 
contortions which agitated her body ; yet«(he feems to 
have difplayed an artifice above' her years, an addrefs 
fuperior to her fiiiiatkJn, And to have been aided, by ■ 
accomplices, which dulnefs of apprehenfion, or violence 
or prejudice, forbade the bye-ftanders to difcover. 

** This actrefs Wa»i abnndantly pert and lively ; and her ', 
challenging one ot the hotife- maids for drinking, perhaps 
for dealing, a little milk, which drew on her an angiy 
retort, was the fiAipIe prelude to a complicated and won • 
derful fcene of artifice, and delufioo, oi fanaticifoi and 
barbarity. 

•• In the tnonth of Augiift 1696+* within a few days/ 
after her quarrel with the houfe->maid, the girh wat 
lei zed with hyftikrical convulfionst which in repeated fits 
difplayed that variety of fymptoms which charaCkerife 
this capricious difeafe* To thefe, other appearances, 
were fpeedily added, which eould only be attributed to 
fupernatural influence, or tn fraud -and impofition. She 
put 04jtof her moiAh quantities of cgg-fhells, or orange* 
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• I think it 18 proper to apprife the reader froiw wkat £ urcrs 
Mr. Arnut K<>t his intormation corrcc^rning ChrlQianShaw. ThU 1 
am eaabled to do very cafy, for M-. Arnot always givts k is. autho- 
rities in notes at the foot of the pa 'e, and the authorities he quotes 
for the Account oi this trial are •• True narrative < f the AiiTeringi 
andrelef ofi y(^u^g girl. Edinburgh, printed by J mc5 Watfon, 
I6y8,* and«' R cords of privy Council, January 19th, March 9vbg 
saa Apiil 5th, 1697/* 

t Pa^e 6j. 
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yin. feath'nof wlJ, in J bones of tane fo*vY, fi%ir cff w- 
ft >ut coloiirt V hot €t>al-cinc!^t«t ftntm crooked pin!^ ftc-f- 
^ Having by tbrfe fcofible objects inprcflcd the public 
wL h the mod complete and fearful convidion of her be* 
in/ grirToufly .vrjLcd With a dertlj flie fonnd herfetf 
capable to c imoiand the implicit aflent of the fpe£tators 
in matters that were n-pugnant-to the evidtmce of their 
o«rn fefifes. For this pupofe* ihcf-ll upon the dcyice 
o; reemingto pofleft the faculties of feetngand bearings 
in a manQcr oppoiite to that of thr reft of mank>nd 8hc 
Wo lid addrefs Come invi/ible beings ai? if actually prefcnt ; 
at other times, in h-r con verfat ions with thofe invifihU 
b<^ing»» (lie. would rail at them fof trlling her that prr* * 
f ^s adually prcfent wrre in the room ; protefting that 
(hje did not fee thrm* yet at the fame time, mino'ely dr. 
fctibing their dirfs. Fur inftance, ihe fpoke as follow.s ^ 
to the chief of bet alledged tormentors, Katfiarinc Camp* 
bell, with whom ihe had the quarrel, and uho, to ufe 
tUe language of thofe times, was not rifcernibly pretVnt : 
< ^t hnu litttfl w)th a Itick in thy hsnd, to pnt into my 
mouthy but through God's ftrength, thou ffult not get 
Irave. Thou art permitted to torment mr, but I truft ia 
iip6 thou (halt never get m\ life J. I'll let thee fcr, 
Kattie, there is.no repentance in hell. O what ailed thre 
to. be a .witch 1 Thou (^tfi ft. is but thr e nights fince 
Inpu wafl ^ witch 0« if ihou wouldeft lepcnit, it m«y 
l.c God miRht give th».e repentance, if thou would'ft 
ftr^k kt. and confefs ; if thou would ded*^ me, 1 would 
do what I could ; for the devil is an ill mafter to fcrve^^* 
iic See ||. After that, (he took up her Bible, read paf- 
ftfges and expounded them ; and, upon one's offering t<» 
taicr it iyom her, fhe Shriek '^^d horribly, exclaiming, • She 
vuuld kctp her Bible in fpite of all the devils in hell* !* 
T hen (he foi ght, and k eked, and writhed herfclf, as jf 
• ^ftru^gling with fume inviGble tormentor V\ hea tl^ 

t P-ge» f>t Ac. t M t. T*. 11. 



rfcr iff dcpute,of tlit county, accoinpaiii<-d by a tmcerpf 
jiifticiary, can^e to apprehend fonie of tlic perfoHt whom 
h^r diabalical m^iliec had accufed, and wei^e actually In 
hct prefence; (he addteflcd atri'maginafy akd invffiblc cor- 
rclpondcnt thus, * li the fherififcome? It he nrar tne ?* 
(Then llretphing forth her hand, as if togiope, and the 
fiicrifF putting his hand into hers* (he proceeded) * I can* 
Dot feel the (heriff. How can he Le prcfent here ? or 
how can I have him by the hand« as thou fayed, feeing 
1 feel it not I Thou fiiyefi he has brown coloured clotheft 
arid red p1u(h breeches with black ftripea, flowered 
muflin cravat, and an embroidered (word belt* Th6a 
iiiyeft thtre is an old gray haired man with him, havhig 
» ring upon his hand ; but I can neither fee nor feel any 
of them» Whatf are they come to apprehend the gentle- 
woman ? Is this their errand indeed *?' 
^*^ Thefe reiterated and awful ex^rcifes of the domioioit 
of Satan, (for fuch they were univerfaUy deemed,) im- 
pre(red all ravka with aanazement ahd terror. The ^lerg^ 
. M was their dut'y» were the forenioft toerabraee;.the caute 
of a difciple that waa engaged in-more than fpiritual war* 
fare with the grand enetay. Clergymen, by rotatuHiy 
attended the afflided damfcl, tp aiill th^ mtnifter of the 
|iari(h4 the family of Bargarran, and othtr pious ChriC« 
tianSy ia the expiatory offices ot fafting' and prayer* A 
public faft w«| ordained by authority.' of the,pre{bytery. 
Three popular clergymea fiicccffively harangued the 
trembling audience ; and pqe of them chpfe fpr his thame 
this awfiH ttxt, * Wo to the inhabitants of the eisrth and.<'f 
the fea,for tbedevil is^come down unto ypui hayiai^ ;grf at 
wrath, becaufe be knoweth that he hath but a (horttime. 
And when the dragon faw that he was'caft doWnutto 
the earth, he per feculed the woman/ And the pray era 
»nd ethortatiPns of the church were fpeedily fecondci 
wkh the weight of the fecular arm. 
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APPENDix Ho. a 

Written by Dr. Walter Young, Miniftcr of Erlkine, M. 
A* F R* S. EJlnbuFgh, in 1792, cxtra^ed front 
Ittt Statiitical Account of the Panfh of Erikiiif 

•* One of the Uft tiia's for Witcbcraft, wkich happened 
In Scotland, had its origin in thtsparifh in 1696-7- Tbc 
pf rfon fttgpofcd to haTC been bewitched, or tornncnted b^ 
the aprency of eril . fptriii, or of thuie who were in com- 
-pad whh.tHem, wa« Chriltian Sh'aw, daughter of John 
i>hftw of Barg^rron, then about r» yeara of age. A 
fiiort account of tbts trial maj be feen in Arnot'a CqU 
' led ion of Criminal Trials *. 
*• Three lien and four women were condemned to deat)i, 
na guilty of the ^rimeof >4 itchcraifti and were executed 
- at Patfley f . A particular account or journal of the cx« 
ti aordinary circumftancei of this cafe was drawn* up at the 
rtibie whes'it happened': eTeYy paragraph of which js af. 
-ifirnsed to have been Originally fubfcribed by witnefTciy 
*«aoBf whom we fiiid the nameif of almoft aU the noble- 
*mcQ and gentleman, and liiany of the minifters of the' 
• aeiflhbotirhood* Th« narrative was afterwarda printed i 
, without thefe fubfciiptibns, aloifg; 'with a very pious and 
'.decently written preface,^ by the publifher. There were 
Tubjoiaed «o it the atCeftations bf a phyfician aad furgcoa, 
^e judieia} confcffioai 6f fome 6f the perfons accufed of 
.^chcraft* and an lA>(lr»£fc of the pleadings of the advo. 
icatca OA the part of the crown,- and of their charge to 
:the jOry* Tkefe la^i in' tbeit fedfihiings upon the nature 
lof the eviilence, uid' the credibility of the fads^ and 
JiaCiieJaf#4ie toobjedions» difcoirer much learning and 



' ^ Ail doff Mr. Araot faf s^aboiit thai tfUA it printed in this Totiina. 
- . f They wer^ firft lian^ci for 3^ fevrm^imitcs, and then ou^lowa 
fLD4 put tutu 1 firc» prtp ar«<i lor thcp\i into wliich% barrel o£ tar 
^vrtkt put in order to c^pftsme them more quickly. 

t la the year 1698, hy hoiet Waifoa Edinbuieh, airt eotttledff 
«** True Nan .S4K of iHc fao«i^inf s and rdiff ef a y«iBg girl.*' 5ce 
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ability. A few oopiei of the original p ibtlcaticjo are Sill 
eztiat» and a new edition of it was, a few jears agoy ^ 
printed in Paifley * It niajr furnifli ample matter of** 
fpeculation to thofe whofe objedt it i« to trace the pro- 
^^efs and variation of manners and opinions among aica. 
The fubfeqnent hiftory of this lady ii, howercr, more in*^ 
terefting to the political inquirer. ' / 

** Having acquired a rf markable dexterity m fpmaffng - 
file yarn, (he conceiveil the idea of manufadnring it into 
thread. Her firft attempts fn this way were Mcccffarily 
on a fmaH fcal«. She executed almofl every part of the 
prbcefs with her own hands, and bleached her materials ' 
on a large (late placed in one of the windows of tfaehoufe«' 
She fucceeded, however, fo well in tMefc cflfays as to 
have fufficient enc6nragetiient to go on, -and to take the 
afliftance of her younger fiftcrs and neij^hbourR, The 
then Lady Blantyre carried a pardtl of her thread to 
bath, and difpofed of it advantageoufly to fome m^nu- 
far aren )f lace, and this was, pribably', the fit ft thntd^ 
made 111 Scotland that had croiled the Tweeds ' About' 
this lime, a pcrfon who wasconne^cd with th« fdmily, h«>p-' 
pcning to be in* Holland, t'oand means to learn' the feer^ts 
cff tlic thread mai ufaAure, which was then dtirrfed on id 
g^c^t extent in- that country, pirticularly the art of forting' 
and numbering the threads of difF^freiit Gzcs,' and*pack« 
ing there up for fale, and the conftrnclion aadmanageJ 
mentofthetwiftiagatidtw ningmachiires I his knowledge 
he conlmunicate'd on his return, to his friends jil Bargai^ron, 
atid liy means of if, they were enabled to condwct ttieir 
■n'anuf Idure with more regulatity and to a j^reater extent. 
The young women in the neighbourhood were taught ta 
fpin line yarn, twining milh were erected, corrt^fpondenii 
ciea wcte etitkblrfhed, arid a profitable bu fin eft was carried 
on. Bargarron thread became extenfively khlownv aud^ 
b^ing afcertained by a ilamp, bore a good prit*e; ' From 
Uk iaftruClions of the family of Bargarron, a fewiaaubea 

t •By Alcjyirr'er W.ir in 177^, . > 
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^ tht •eT)B^^boa Aoo* engaged in the &mc bafticft^ _ 

AonttDBcd ill it for m numlKr of yean. It waa not to be 

expected, fcowcrer, tbtt »in«nufadure of that kind could 

lie confined to fo fmaft a diftria, or would be allowed Xm 

remain m fo few handa for a great length of time. The 

fei:reta of the bofinefa were gradually diTulged hj ap» 

prentkea and affiftanta. A Mr Pollock in PaiScj availed 

himfelf of tkefe comoiunicaciona, and laid the foundation, 

of the well cftabHfhed nianu^durr of thread, which ha« 

erer fince been carried on in that town From that time 

the women in tbia neighbourhood have continued to. 

pradife the fpinning of fine yarui^. which they difpofci^ 

•f to the Paifley ounufadurera.'' 

APPENDIX No« H. 

OiFtflian .^haw waa marriedlto a Mr. Miller, the parift 
mtnifter of Kilmatrrai aboiit the yean y a 8. The follow- 
tug quotation from Mr. Alex. Milhr'a (iatiftical account* 
•f the Farifh of KiJmaurt fpeaka of Chnftian ShawV 
bu(band« ** A difpofition to fecede from the eftabliflied: 
ohurch hath long fubfiiled among the Inhabitanta of 
Ktimaura : and thia dirpofition wat firll excited ^y the 
following circumdance^ Aboi>t the year 1713, Mr. Hugh- 
Thomfon, then minifter of this partHi, dt mttted, tipom; 
the rxpedation of being called to Stewatton« but wag 
iomehow difappointed i and either his pride would not 
permit him to folicit a re-admiflion, or a majority of the 
people, difobliged with hia giWng them ap, refttftd it^: 
He reti.ed to a fmall propetty of his own in the parifli^ 
and on ^abbatha preachrd fometimei at hia own fire-iide, 
and fometimea from a tent in the fields, to aa many of 
hia tr*enda aa would hear him. Five or fix yeara elapfed 
before another rainifler waa eledied $ during which time 
Mr l*homfon had frequetit opportunities oi reconciling 
bimfielf to many of his former congregation. After Mf«. 
Miller was chofen and ordained, Mr. Thorn fon ft ill coa« 
iinucd to preach in bii owr b^rn, or ia the fieldiy to «f 
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ftmy*M were Wilting to hct^hini In^nfttliffw ^ttlMH 
•Iways attends the multitiide» difpofed fi^me to go oiiitf ' 
way and fome another ; dircded bf> huiBOttr. ' local cOtt« 
▼eaience» or the infiueice oi onis ^pon another* tbef at<« 
t^adcdfomctimesMr Miller, at other timeaMr. Phonsfon/' 
Chrtftian Shawns hufl>and came to pay Ins frimida a m 
fit at Bargtrron, runurtime btforct the yeat fffMiSt ^^^^ 
he tooh' badly and dded there, and was buried< in Erflctaoir 
Church' He waa uairer fally lamented by his pairkikioikersvi 
great numbers of whom attended his funt raL After hi*i 
death Chriftiaa Shaw .and her>.faaiily caniie and reiidie4^ti^ 
fiargarron. Mr* {Semple in his Hiftory of .Renfrew flya^ 
** About the year 172$. the . making, of. white ftichinKt 
thread was introduced i»to the w«ii country, by Mrs.' 
Mills^r of fiargarran, who, very much to hrrovrn honourti, 
imported a twiil or thread milst 9ndo;fcherfteceffary.uten«i 
frit from Holland, and cariied o».a fmaR nuuiufe^ure t*.: 
her own family ^* The Etlitor h^r. Qftthe ftoth M»jfe 
^Sog, a William JamicfoA, an old mtn^ who; told hi aa> 
that he had v»rought three years and a half, on thei 
•riginal thread milu at Bargarran, that he came to Bargar*. 
ran in the year 1 741, and at .that time none of the tamtlj^ 
of Bargarran was alivft but old M^ ..haw, Jean Shaw^ 
(the old ftftcr,) and Mr. Fer|^uflu« hec hufbaad, whw 
waa fador lo Lord Blant jrc* 

APPENDIX No. I. 

Mr Robert Wo<Trow» MInifler at Eaflwoo<t, in hk 
Hidory of th? fufferings of the Church of h>c»tland» 
from the refloration to the Revolution, vul 1. ppvnd^i 
to Book ad. No iith, in Willtam:>^uthcrl«nd s Decla«> 
ration and ^ xamination, there is mentioa made of a pr r« 
foQ bring eaecuicd for a Witch about the year i66(«. 
William Sutht riand fays, *- i being come of poor par ent* 
in Str^thnivcr, (the wildeftpartof the\iorth Highland*) 
sirho were not able to keep roc^ I washirvd with a-nuUlcrr« 
«bo (cat mc to briog b^tk a hotic that Colonel Mor^aa'a 
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l^rtf kudtakeft firom ti'ifi $ which ptrty T followtd tilt 
tbe enemy kfk betwixt me and home, and being afraid ta * 

o back, and having a dtfire to learn the Lowland Tongue, , 
'Jmt alongft in a fad condition with the faid party, 
till Tcame to Spey-fide, where I hcrdfd cattle for a year 
in the pariih of Bobarm, at a place called the Newkirk; 
ffom thence 1 came to the parifh of FyTie in Bnchan^ 
where I herded cattle for another year ; from that place 
1 came to tke bridge of Stifling, where I followed the 
fame employment a third year» which was the year the 
king came home; (i66o) and from thence I came rd 
Paiilif, where, after herding cattle a fourtt) year, 1 fell- 
iQ extreme want, and that by the reafon, rhe mafter" 
whom I ferred benig owing to one of the baiiltes, called 
JohnWeret, the bailie feiaed upon my tYiafter's Goods, 
lo that he ran away, and I loft my fee, and was engaged 
by the counfel of iome boneft men, fr4»m that fcriptare, 
/tfier fiBi M IVitifh io Hve^ to execute a Witch, and t» 
cieanfe chimney-heads, when by 1 gained fomewhat for 
livelihood ; and having a miad to learn to read, I bought 
a-queftion book, but Ending the people there to fear at 
my company, fb that none would give me a leiR>n, I came 
from PwAey to Irvine, about five years fince," fcc that 
im five years before i666> which makes it to be i64i the 
time he \i'as in Paifley. 

Mr. Barn, in tke Chronological part of hts Engltik 
Didianary, under, the artfcle PaiUty, fays, That five 
V omen were burned there for witchcrait, anno 1667. 
] fuppofc this a mifiakeas 1 can fine na hiiiorical accomvt 
fur this. Hugo Atnot Efq; fays, ** For fume time after' 
tbe rcftoration, the records of Privy Council are in a* 
manner cngroiTed with.commiffit>n8 to take trial of witchet* 
There is an iniUnce of the council, at one federunt, 
granting fourteen ieperate comnnil&ons to take tri^il of 
witches. Records of Privy Council, November 7. i66i, 
January 25. 1662/' i inrcnd at fome future pet iod to 
wuvc this of Mu But^'Sf and vt but Mr. temple fay»' 



^acerninjjf iht bnrnin^r of the Witches, on the GaltofT* 
greea ot Palfley, in his Hitlorjr of Rcnfi e\¥(hire« 

APPENDIX No. K. 

Hiving fhcwn how the laws and praftice of thl» countrf f 
concerning witchcraft, flood before A. D. 1736, 
it is certainly neceffary to let the PabUc fee whift. 
the law is at prefent 00 witchcrajfu 

ANNO.NONd-' ; 
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ji^«, AA to repeal the ftatute made in tlic firft year of the 
Reign of King James the' fir^^ intituled* An ^S 
againfl ConjuratUttf iViubcrafit and Jealm^ . mtifh 
evil mud nvicked SphlUt ^^^P^ ^^ nnucU thereof as 
repeals an A61 oi the &fth y wof th« Reign of Queen 
Xlifabeth, Agtui^ CoHJmratsofUf Inchantminf^^ and 
Wtlchcrafu^ and to repeal an. A^ pallid is t^ JBao- 

* liacnent of Scotland ia the njotli^Parliamenx of Quees 
Mary., intituled^ Anetitts^ Witehcraftt^ ^nd for ]h^ 
■jijSiing fuch perfona as pretea^d to exercife or, ufe 
any kind of Witchcraft, Sotrccry, InchaAtQie&ly dip 

'^ Conjuratioa. . . i 

Be it enaded by the King's woft 'Exceltent Majeflyi 
\f aod with the adWce ^ad confent of the Lord's ^tpirk 
lual aad teiapoVal, and Commons, in this prefeat ParliaL 
ment a(n^bled# aad by the autHority of th« fame, thift 
thf ftatute made in the firft year of the Rdgn of Kinj ' 
James the firft, imltaled, An Aa ogmnjl G9njuratlo$i^ 
Witchcrafts and dealing mfitb trvi/ and ^wicked SfiHUg 
QwUi frem the iweaty-fpurtb dsf pf- Jibie ttext^ b« io» 
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jleaTcd and uttMy toi4 ind of nofie cffcA (except k 
t^uch thereof as repeals the ilatnte made in the BftK year 
of ihc Retgn of Queen Elifabeth, intituled, yfii Wtf 
^(nnfi C%njuratUnt^ Inchan'mtntiy mnS IVitchcrafts,) ' 

ii. And be it further enadbed by the' autliority f<>rc- 
fa'id, that from and after the faid twenty ^founh day of 
June, the \6i puffed in the Parh'ament of Scotland ia 
the ninth Parliament of Queen Mary, intitufed, /ineutii 
Witchcrafts^ (halt be and" tt hereby rrpeaKd, 

III And be it further enaded, that from and after* 
thc f<^d twenty-fourth day of jnhe', no Profceution, Suit, 

;P|'ooecding, (ball be commenced or caVtied oil againft 

y perfon orpotfont-fin: Wiichcrait, Sorclrrys Inchant* 
ment, or Conjuration, or for charging another with any* 
fucK offence,* in any CpKirt whttfoever in Great BtUasi^^ 

IV. And for the more cffcttual preTenting and punHlN 
iilfg any pretences to fuch arts or powers' as are before- 
mentioaed, whereby ignorant perfons a^e' fPcqtiently de- 
liKfccdand defrauded; be if further efla6lfed by th« 
i^utkotity aforefaid, that if any perfon ftatl, fioiA and~ 
after the iaid twcnry-fourth day' of June, prcte^id t* 
rzeroifc or ofe any kind of wJtbbcraft, Sjorccry, 4ii* 
chantmenft, or Conjuration; of ^jTAdmnke to tell fortiinea» 
er pretend frdm^ his or her fk ill or knowledge in acif 
•ccuk or Crafty fcience to diicaver uhere et iff what 
vianner any Goods or Ch'a't'tels, fuppofed ^o. hate bees 
Ibol^n or 1«A^ nay be fdund ; erery perfon'fo' oiFending^t 
being thereof lawlally contided on indfftmVnt or iiiform- 
at ion in that part of Gremt Britain ctMcd FujihrnJ^ or o» 
pdi(£l^tnt or Irbel in' tbtft part'df Ghat Britain cSlcd 
tc§tJandf ihall for erery fuch offenee fuCferlmprifoametit 
by the fpace of one. whole year without Bail or Main^ 
pri«e, and once ia every quarter of the faid year, ia 
ibmc market Town of- the proper County, upon the 
Market day, there lUndt>penIy on the. Pillory for the 
fpace of one hpuV, and iJfa fhall (if tbc Coiirt by which 
fu^h judg«aent (kaU^be jgtven, fliall think f)t) be obUgad 
tt gt?e iVrciiea feir bii uk her good behaviour, in fueb 



'firni. «n^ for fuch. time, an, the (v6 Cowrt fliall jw^g^ 
proper, according tq the circumftances of the offence,* 
an'd in fuch cafe (hall be further iin^riioned until fuck 
;furctie« be given. 

APPENDIX No. L. 

"Hujjo Arnr»t Efq; in hfs colic Aion of celebrated Cw» 

^inal Prials in Scotland, .wrhen fpraking of the above 
Aft fa y »•'* Locke hiid written upon government, 
'Flrtcher had been « patriot (latefman, Bolingbroke had 
been a jnin>it<?r in the au^uftan a^e of Qu^een Anne, ere 

rthii fyftem of legal murdc'r and torture wa* aholifhed. 
Thit was an honour which the tardy .humanity of their 
countrymen rcferved, almoft to the middle of the prelent 

.centuiy*, for Mr. Conduit, A4derman Heathcote, anl 
Mr. Croffe. Thefe gentlemen broui(ht a bill inito the 
Hoafe of Commons^ M^hich wab p^ff^'d iirtoa la^, repea^« 
in^ the former llatiites againft witchcraft, 8cotb as well 
as EngKih< and difchargin^ profecutiuni for that crime, *' 

.or for accudnj^ others of th^t offence. On the cna6l« 
ment of this ttatute vanished all thofe imrigin^ry powei^^^' * 
,fo abfurdly attributed. . to .wom^eo opprefTed with aj^e and' 
pniycrtv. 

-•* While « we reflcft upon the blind and 1>9rbaroii« fuper* 
Aition of our ai^ceftors, while we be<tow the tribute of' 
appLufe on.thofe humane and liberal fenators wlio iritro* 
^iiced this Uw, we caanot help kmenting that a fe^ * 
amon^r us looks upon the abolition of the penal -ftatntet < 
•gainft witchcraft not only as «n evil, but a fin. The 
feceders publifhed an aol of "their affdciate prefb tery at' - 
Edinburgh, A. D 1741 This adf was reprinted at 
Olafgow fo late as the year 1766. In it thrre is con« 

stained fkf annua/ conffjfion nfjins^ which to this day the jf 
-read from the pulp t ^. Among the iins uatioaal aad 

• Etghceenrh Cfn»ur.y. 
f Adl Cor rencwint; the C« vcuam , p. ^6. i%* J4* : ... 



prffonal tlt^te c^nfcfTcd, ire tlic afl of Qaeen Aniif'tf 
pal-1iain<fiit ^)r tolerating the f pifcopal religion in Scut- 
land, tht i^& for'adjotirRing tVe Court of SeBiun during, 
tbtr Chriilnas holidays ; as atfo the penal ftatulcs againfib 
A^" itches have been repealed by pailiament} contrary tm. 
the txprtf* law of Gt)Ct " (Exod." xxlt. i8.) •• The Te- 
cer^eis ccmprehend a very large body- of lii^ populace. 
in tcoiianu," . -. 

APPENDIX No. M. 

HaT*n(r got my hands on an old folio vnluane of aS« of 
tie General Aflembly of the Kirk of Scotland* 
vhiih were prffTed between the years i6{9» and 
1649. '^^^ fuUowiiig extra&s are curiuua. 

• - ^ 

1 fee in the year 1640, the Otncral Aflembly paflTe^ 
an Ack agaiiift Witches and Charmers as follows^ ** The 
/^f^emhly ordaines all Miniflers within the kingdome, 
carefully to take notice of !ChBrmers» Witches, and 
aO filch abufera of the people, and to urge the A^t 
^of Paillament to be executed againft them; and tiat 
the Commiflior'ersTriim the AfiVmbly to the Parliameiity 
ihall recommend to the faid fupfeme judiratoiy^ the care 
c)( tlie execution of the lawes a^rainft fuch periMs in the 
mod bthoorcfull way." Alfo 5ih. Aug, 1642* •'. I'hip 
Affcmbly doc therefore ordain all Prcftytenes to give to 
the Juiiue, t^e names of the Adulterers, iuceJiuout 
pcrfon?, Witcht?, and Sorcerers, and others,, guilty of 
Itich groHe and fearfuli {ins within their bounds, >. that 
tliey may be procefTed and puniflied according to the 
JLayv'y oi this kin^dome ; and that the Frefbyterles and 
^ynod8 be caie uU herein, as they will anfwtt to the 
C< neral Affemblies, &c. alfo ^efs. nit. Aug. 19. 16439 
1 hud overt uies aneat Witchcraft, and Charming, &c« 
iK^hict occupy a page and a halt^ and beginning with» 
tUK, iibuudiiiite and iucrtafe of the iia of Witchciaftf 
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Ai'iHilieforft vnj itpm of b in tliit 't^e #f ftcfbnuiii^^ ' 
IfDii, it to be tttken to h«aft by Ihit reverend AAnfliblf^' 
who would to that end coDfider/' &c. and endinl|^ wtthf 
** 1 be fint aforefaid of Witcberaft» Chamitng^ aitfd toil* 
foking with Wit<^he8» or Charmers, and foch like wtcked* 
Bcfs, may b^ tried, reft rained^ and- condtgnely cenfured 
lind puniiked ecckfiaf^tcally and ctirally/' and in the year' 
164 f there it a <<Commi£SoD for a conference of Miniftcrty 
JLawyert, aiid;Phyfitian8. concerntKg the tryal* tnd- pu^^' 
fti/hment of Witchcrart^ Charming, and Confulting" and 
mat ^hu8. The General Aflembly taking to their frriont 
confideration the growth of the fint of Witchcraft, Charm* 
ing, and» Confi4ttng» notwithftanding the frrqnent 
ffecommeadatsoni for reftraiiiing thereof ; and remembering 
that the General Ailembfy 1647, did propofe a good 
way for the tryall and punilhment of thefc finoetf by 
appointing conferancet^ with fome Mtniftert, Lawyert^ 
and Pbyfitiant in that matter which hath neyer yet ta||eii 
^ffed ; tbcrefpfe the AiTemhly dpt^. appoint Maftert^ 
Kobert Dowglaf, Robert Blair, Mungb Law, Jamea 
. Hamilto,a, John Smith* Robert Traill, George Leflie» 
Johp Hamilton, John D^nc^a^i, Samuel Rutherfooid^ 
James Wood, John Levifton, Jamet Guthrie, Andrp 
Cant, David Calderwpodi John Moncrieff, Frederick 
darmtchael, Jamet Durhame^ (^atrick Gillefpie, Robert 
Ker, Ephraim Melvill, Miniftert*, to confider ferioufly 
of that matter, and to confult and advife therein amongft 
themfelvet, at alfo with Sir Archibald Johnfton of Wa"^ 
rif^on. Clerk Regiftcr ; Mr. Thomat Nicqlfon, hit Md*^ 
Jeftiet Advocate; Mr. AIck. Peirfon, one of the ordinary 
jUordt of Seffion ; Sir Lewet Stewart, Mr. .'^Icx. ColvilL 
and Mr. Jamet Robertfon, Juftice deputet ; MeflVs^ 
Kodgec Mowet, John Gilmoir, and Joha^Niibet, Law* , 

frrt) and wirh Do£tort Sibbald, Cunninghame, and 
urvet, Phyfittant, feverajly or together at occafiod (hM 
ffer ; and the AfleaUy earnefily rec^ueftt and confidently 

* 0«c the tcott Worthies for an account of thcfc M.aiikrt^ 
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fifttim^ lfeforv*Moi^ AA Ml oidanrmM and 
€Wtf9mm frith dietr bfeilmti of die Miaiibicf for odtiCo 
a«d comfeU brrrai, aodlbreoiiferaMxidtlicbMl oMtterl 
«ii4 (Mmc the faU bvcthrpi f # quikc repdrt of tke «Mr 
fiik of thvir cOiiMutieBs wmd aiofffemcn from time tq 
Wme Si tlie^r i«akc 4iit conUcrible pt^cfV to f he Gom^ 
HiifiM IMT- piMBck afl&irct. )iiid the £ii4 Goaraufion ibiH 
wake fcfcfti to the Ml|t G«oeraQ AflcnMy.'^ 

APPENDIX No. N. 

UpoB Sunday the aSfh of Mareh 1697, after Senoottf 

iotimatk^ wat made by Mr- Thomas Black wcll| 

.the MintftcTt of a faft to be kept by the Coogregatioit 

«lf Fai/tey tli«> en£oii^ W^ijicidaj^ the Caulee 

wk^cof tfre bdow* * 

Uj friends, we Bavtf been preaching of CBnft to yoii^ 
H^e are now ahbut to ^eak of the Devil to you, the 
frreated eneihif that oui^ Lord and his kingdom hath id' 
the world, iflne tfiing t aifi about to intimate to yoo la 
this, ihe members of the Prtfbytery having taketf to 
ttheir cojaiiderafioh hdw much Satan doth rslge in thefe 
bounds^ and which i^ intieed very lametlts^le iti ouf 
toundl, and in ours onty They Have t'hoOJ^ht fit to ap« 
point a day offafting and humiUatior, that fo he who 
Is the Lyon o£ the t^ibe^of Judah, may appear wieh 
power s^aind him who is the angcl of the Bottomlefs pit, 
and throw him down, who is how come out iu g>ea( 
wrath; O! that it may be becaufe his time is fhort. ' 
' As to the caufes of the fait, I fh^Il bttt hitit a fev# 
things to yoi^ the thing being fo well kno^n in thd^ 
bounds, the Preftytery did not think it needful to be 
f ny way large or formal in drawing up of caufes ; bow* 
ever, I may fay in the firil place, the caufe? of onr pre^ 
^eding^,falt • remain yet not fufficichtly WOlirnet! <overj 

• fWTrwM At lesft the fttond faa kept on ChriOUa Sh**^** aetosnt, i 



